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PREFACE 


H E Advice that 1s given 
here, is of two ſorts ; one 
is general, and regards all 
forts of Perſons of whatſoever Pro- 
feſfſion they are, without medling 
with their particular Employments 
and Actions ; the other is particular, 
and conſiders what ordmarily oc- 
curs in the Afﬀairs of the World. 

It is cettain, both the one and 
the other will not be unprofitable ; ; 
and the Methods of inſmuating it 
into the Minds of the Reader, will 
not be diſagreeable, Az2 T@ 


The PREFACE. 


It is a Father that gives Adviee 
to his Children to make them wor- 
thy of the Name and Family from 
which they-come ; and it is for that 
Reaſon that all the Comnſels defien 
lo inſpire them with Sentiments of 
Honour and Probity. 

It is a Father "x throughly un- 
derſtands the World, and defrres 
that his Children ſhould be truly Up- 
right and Religious and not re- 


markable for an affefted and ſeem- 


mg Devotion; and who defires at | 


the ſame time, that their Religion 


ſhould not hmder them from having | 
all the Qualities requiſite to mals. 


them eſteemed and beloved of al 
they converſe wth, 

Tt is a Father that joining the 
Light of Religion with that which 
a lons and conſummated Experience 


in the Affairs of the World hath gt- 


ven 
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The PREFACE. 


ven him, P— uſe both of the one 
and the other, to make his Chil- 
dren to be diſtineu ſhed by their 
Chriſtian and their Mo: al Virtues. 
All that be ſpears to them, "1s to 


ſubdue the Irregularities of their 


Minds and Manners, and. t9 teach 
them to lead their Lives contented- 
ly, in all the Troubles that their 
Employments and Bufmeſs may give 
them. His manner of ſpealing 
conciſely and in few Words, he thinks 
to be the beſt means to mals an Im- 
preſſion upon their Minds, and the 
Truth is laid naked, and embraced for 
its own fake; in effef it is made 
more familiar, heing coucht in few 
Words, aad makes a more lively and 
netaral impreſſion upon the Mind. 
I know that the Book which 
Monſieur Hoquette hath writ upon 
the ſame Subje&, has been receiv d 


with 


-- 
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The PREFACE. 


with a general Applauſe ; and that 
all Men of Wit, Learning, and 
Probity, have had it im great eſteem; 
heretofore T have read it with Plea- 
ſure, and found it ſo well and con- 


ſiderately writ ; that T muſt affirm, 


that T have ſeen nothing of that kind 
for its ſolidity and compoſure com. 
parable to it ; TI have yet an ad- 
mirable and advantagious Idea of it 
m my Mind: But it is ſo long ſimce 
that Book has been writ, that 'it is 


now ſcarce to be found, and 7 thought | | 


that a little Novelty would not ' be 
diſpleaſmg. T add, that there can- 


not be too much written upon this 


Subjet, becauſe it 1s ſo generally 


profitable; and if I have had the 
fame end that Monſieur Hoquett 


had, T have certainly made uſe of 
different means to come to that end. 


T have but an imperfe&, though 
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The PREFACE. 
g noble Tdea of his Book, ſo that 1 
cannot make any advantage of what 
he has writ, and much leſs can 1 
make uſe of what be has thought. 

Monſieur le Count de Buſly 
Raboutin, to name him is ſuffict- 
ent to praiſe him; be is ſo well 
known by his Merit, that all the 
Learned, without conteſt, place him 
in the number of thoſe that have 
made themſelves the moſt admired 


and diſtinguiſhed by their Writings. 


Monſieur Raboutin, T ſay, has 


| writ, a Diſcourſe to his Children, 


which has been receiv'd, it is enough 
to ſay, like his other Works. But how 
Elegant and Excellent ſoever his 
Book may be, T hope T may be per- 
mitted to ſay, that he hath not ſaid 
all that may be ſaid of the Subjef, 
but ſomething new of my own 


' Thoughts may be added. Moreover 


the 


2 FREFACE. 
the Method T have uſed in treating 


of this matter is ſo different from 
his. that I could not chuſe but pub- 
liſh my Thoughts upon this SubjeR. 
My little Work was ſcarce begun, but 
his appear d in the World, "but that 
did not make me change my Deſign, 


length have arriy 'd at the end Tim- 
A 
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but T follow d my own way, ſ< 64 
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Young Geatlemen, 
 Inthe cy cralConditionsof Life. 
By way of Addreſs from , Father 


to his Children, &c. 
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CHAP. 1 


Teneral Gounſel upon all the Occurrences 
| of Life. 


| Y dear Children, if you will be Hap- 
c py, and be eſteemed in the World ; 
fear God, be faithful ro your Prince, 
-and live like Men of Honour and Integrity. 
= 
If any one comes a Mile to do you a Kind- 
rels, go two to do him the like, or grearer, 
in acknowledgment of ir. En 


HT. It 


7-4 
ts. rr 
Tat, —_ _ . 
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Ine 


than your Words : The Honeſty and Integriry 


2 Advice to Toung Gentlemen, 
HI. g 
If you want a Forrune, endeavour ro merit | 
one, and force blind Fortune ro = her Eyes, |} 
by your conſtant and _— ell-doing. | 
Do nor reprove publickly, thoſe whom you | 
think you have Right ro correct, left you be 
rhought to hate them rather than their Weak- 
neſs and Faulrs. 


You cannot be . too circumſpect in your 
Words ; for oftentimes one word ſpoke un- 
awares, .or in raillery, or even wittily, coſts |. 
him dear thar — get Honour by it. | 

I 


Make as many Friends as you can, for you 
will find bur few true ones. You will find 
your beſt Friends in your ſelf, if you perform 
your Duty to God, and to thoſe you are tolive 


with.” 
VII. | 
Do nor fix your Aﬀections upon the World, 
bur proportionably to the time you are to live 
in it: He that intends to Travel, does nor 
ſtop ar the firſt fine Ciry he comes at, know- 
ing he muſt go furcher before he comes to rhe F 
end of his Journey. Th: 
VUL y 
And in what condition ſocver you are in ; 
make your ſelf known more by your Actions _ 


of a Man, ſupports his Qualiry better than all 6] 
thar can be ſpoken to his Advantage. ' + + " 


If you be in any conſiderable Em loyment, 
entertain none in your Service, but Men of Ex- 2C 
perience, and ſuch as are capable ro do ſervice 

| rg 


Advice to Toung Gentlemen, 2 
! totheir Prince, and Country : Promiſe nothing 
that you do nor perform ; and rake Caunſel of 
Z none bur ſuch' as are difintereſted, and of good 
| fudgmenr. * 


Avoid Idleneſs, as the moſt dangerous Evil. 
When the Mind: 1s not employ'd, ir becomes 

corrupt ; but when employ d, it becomes Spi- 
I ri. A Man in Buſineſs remembers what he 
is, bur when he'is Idle he forgers himſelf, and 
abandons himſelf ro Pleaſure like a'Beaſt. 

XI. | 

| - Make known the botrom of your Hearr by 

your Words; + but your Birth and Quality by 


your aCtions, 
25 2+: NIE. 

If you have Priends viſit them ofren, bur do 
not preſs to ſtay with them ; that would expole 
you to the danger of lofing them. 

X1I1. 
4:], Labour every one in the Profeſſion you are 
? fin, ro deſerve well. Merit is eftecmed of al] 
the World, and is of ſo great price, that ir 
cannot be botight with Money. 
hs XIV. 

Hold ir for certain, that there is no Trade io 
bad as ro have none ar all; and there is no 
life ſo redions, as'that which is paſſed in Plea- 
ſures and continual Vifirs: To be always ryecd 
w Company, and never alone, 1s in appearance 
111 $2 be ar liberry, bur in ettect and really a 


Slave. 
XY: 


If you be the Chief in rhe Company of Men 
of rhe Sword, or of the Gown, reinember thar 
a Chief” that well becomes his place, is an Ex- 
ample to the' reft, and oughr ro more thai he 
ſpeaks. | F 2 3 VL. 
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XVI. 


If the Profeflion you have choſen, do nor 


carry you to the. ſtudy of Learning, ar leaft | 
love Men of Letters ; and if you be not learn- | 


ed your ſelf, eſteem thoſe that are. 
XVII. 

Have the ſame reſpect for all Men, that you 

deſire they ſhould have for you. 
XVIII. 

Be cafie of acceſs, and pleaſant and agreeable 
in your Converſation, and ſo every Man will 
delight in your Company. 

 XIX. 

If you be upright and rrue to your Word, 
you will gain Credit with all the World, and 
your Word will give you more facility in your 
Afairs, than all rhe > of Notaries. 

X 


w1ll be the means to make it believed, that 


the Report of the diſcontent is falfe, or ar leaſt | 


thar. ir is ſuch, thar it is not worth your taking 
notice of 1t. 
XXI. 


You will have no greater Enemies than your 
ſelf, if you abandon your ſelf. ro your Paſ- 


110ns. | 
XXII. 


Receire your Kindred and Friends with a 


| 


| 


It any af your Family be diſcontented, ': 
conceal ir by your filence ar home ; bur if it | 
come to the Knowledge of others, hide it a-"; 
þ 


bread by your good and gay Humour ; that | 


cheartul and obliging Countenance ; to receive | 


them otherwiſe, 1s not to enjoy them. 
X XIII. 


Pur not anentire Confidence in any bur thoſe 


thar have made themſclyes. known by their | 
Merit, | 


fn 3 = _=Ac 


Or 
ut 


'N- 


out! 


ſe | 
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Merir, Wir, and Integrity ; look upon them - 
alone as fixt Stars, capable to enlighten you. in 
rhe darkneſs that rhe Afairs of the World has 
brought upon the different accidents of your 
Life ; look upon all others as wandring Stars, 
that have ſome Light which rhey loſe in a 


moment, 
XXIV. 

Modeſty in your Apparel, Furniture, Equi- 
page, and your Words, will make it known 
thar you have a Mind well governd,. and a 
Heart withour Paſſion. 

XXV. 

The ill Conduct of a Man, conſiſts more in 
whar appears, than in what 1s concealed ; and 
make ule of this Advice: Truſt not ro a talie 
out={ide, ſooner or larer ir will berray yon, and 
make you known for whar you truly arc 

XXVI. 

Riches make many unhappy; as well rhoſe 
who have them not when rhey detire them, as 
thoſe that are afraid ro lole rhem when rhey 
are in their Poſſeflion. Ir is in your power ro 
avoid both the one and rhe other. 

RS. -451 

Tr is not your Birth, your Riches, or great 
Employments, that can make you happy and 

conſiderable in the World ; bur the ule of them 


will do it, 
XXVIIL. 

You may gain your Enemies by obliging and 
doing them ſervice; bur by Hartering your 
Paſſions, they become your Matters. . 

XXIX 

There are two gates of Life, one by which 

you enter, the other by which you fo our ; 


zhe farther you go from the on2, rhe nearer 
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= ED A 


6 Advice to Toung Gentlemen. 


you approach to the other. Think of ir often, 


and make reflection. 
4% 4 4 


Live always as if you were Old, that you 


may never repent tha: you haye been young. 


_—— —_— 


CHAT. 1. 


Upon the - ſame SubjedF. 


I. 

'Y Dear Children, Luxury and Play 
are the two Fountains of Miſery. At- 
ter you have a little Knowledge in the 

World, you will know this better than I can 
tell you. 
II. 


Learn thar it is gain ro know how to loſe 
ſomert:mes; and upon ſome occaſions that may 
happen, if you recede from your Intereſts, you 
will act like Wiſe Men. 

HI. | | 

Never ſpeak to any of the bad Condition his 
Afﬀairs are in, cxCceprt you haye power, and an 
intention to help him; ir is imprudent to do o- 
therwiſe, and to grieve him, when he has gi- 
ven you no occaſion for ir. 


IV. 


To be angry without a cauſe, is a Mark of 


want of Wir, and thar he thar is ſo, knows nor 
how to live; therefore have a care you mi- 
ſtake nor a point of Honour with your Friends, 
upon any occaſion : That is ro break with them 
abſurdly, and ro give a Lie to all the Friend- 
ſhip you have profeſſed ro haye had for them for 
many years. I. When 
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V 


When you are in Company, do not report a 
hundred Follies that you have heard or read ; 
thar would be a fign that your Judgments did 
not keep equal pace "_ your Memory. 

I. 


Diſgraces of themſelves arc no great marter, 
when one knows how to ſuffer them ; rhey be- 
come troubleſome when they make you diicon- 
renred. 

VIE. 


To be content, it ſuffices to have neceffaries; 
Superfftuities are unprofitable, and oftenrimes 
do: more harm than good. "This, perhaps, 
may not pleaſe you, bur ler it nor trouble you ; 
for I do underſtand Neceffaries in ſuch a man- 
ner, as you need nor be afraid of ; thar is, 1 
{peak of neceſſaries conformable ro the condiri - 
on and rank you hold in the World ; all that 
you have beyond that, may inſpire you with 
Thoughts thar I do nor —__ ſhould have. 

l HI. 

The World. is nor dangerous, but when it 1s 
loved roo much ; when whar paſies in ir is (een 
by a falſe Light, it is a continual Lefſon to flic 
Vice and embrace Virtue. 

IX. | 

Buy not the Favours and Benefits of Prin- 
ces by any baſeneſs, unworrhy your Birch and 


> Ip 

The Character of great Men is to be civil 
to. all the World ; they oftentimes make them- 
ſelves familiar ina ſurprizing manner: The 
more you are pleaſed with this Character, the 
betrer you will give an Idea of whar you ate. ' 


B 4 


' that 1s que to you. 
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XI. 


Too great a gentleneſs comes near to ſtupi- 


dity and inſenfibility. Too great Severity ap- 
proaches zo Cruelty; you muſt uſe borh rhe 
one and the other, as there ſhall be occaſion. 
Prudence will ſhew you the middle, rhar you 
run into neither of the Extreams. 
XII. | 

If yo do not take care ro make your ſelf 

valued, you will never have the Reſpect paid 


8111. 

To have Heat and Vivacity without Judg- 
ment, reſembles a Horte that has a hard mouth, 
and runs away with his Rider, and expoſes him 
to all manner of danger. Reftrain this Hear if 
you have it, and endeayour rather to paſs for 
one thar's grave before your time, than for a 
young Fool that ſpeaks arty thing that comes 
in his Head, withour = "Mg rhe Conſequence. 

IV. | 

If you be poſlefled with any violent Paſſion, 
Preaching to you will do you no more good, : 
than Victuals do a Sick man thar cannot di- 
geit them. 

XV. 


You may be remarkable for your Air and 
good Mien ; for being handſome and well-ſhap'd; 
if your comportmenc and Manners do not agree 
with your our-fide, you may be compar'd ro 
bad Pictures, pur into rich Frames. 


XVI. 
[t is not enough rhar you are Brave upon 
occehon, bur with xt you muſt have Conduct, 
One g0d Head is more ſerviceable to the State, 
than a hundred well Armed Hands; and one 


Exp 


V 2 Die My EG et OR 


SC CE OT UPTRLTGY 
\ 


' himto think of you. 
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Experiencd Captain more than a Thouſand 


fearleſs Sonldiers. 
XVII. 


If by your Care and Induſtry you have heap- 
ed up much Riches, and make no honourable 


, uſe of them; they will fay you are of thoſe | 


Lamps that are exringuiſh'd by roo much O11. 
- - AFL 
Learn to gild the birter Pills of loſſes and 
diſgraces; thart is, learn to ſuffer Aﬀflictions with 


patience. 
| | XIX. 
Do nothing that can diſparage you; a bad Rec- 


putation follows ar' the heels of bad actions ; 
It iS a ſmoak thar ſhews there is a Fire. 

RX. 
- » Tf you have done a good ation, which is 
known, it cannot want recompence ; the day 
will come that you will be ircated as Morde- 
chai, and the glory of the Prince will ' oblige 


XXI. 


You muſt pardon a thouſand ſmall Faults 
in your Friends and Kindred, if you will live 
well with them. Nay, I muſt ſay, you muſt 
x" them, if you will live at peace with your 


elt. 
XXII. 

An Emperour repented the day he had not 
given ſome marks of his Bounty and Libe- 
rality. You cannot matiter the World, withonr 
having the ſame Thoughts, rhar all the days 
are loſt, wherein you have nor perform'd ſome 
good action. 

_ XXIII. 


Do not expect to receive marks of Honour 
and Confidence from your Friends ; bur. in .1o 
much as you give zo them the like. XXIF. 


, 
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As long as you can live upon your own; | 


and whar your Employment may honeſtly ac- 
quire, do not go into the Service of any Prince. 


Ir is a ſtrange ſubjection, ro have dependence. | 


Princes are like rhe Fire, it is nor good to come 
roo near them. p 
XXV. 


Make often Reffection upon the Roſe thar 


makes ſo fair a ſhew, and ſpreads irs Odour at 
ſuch a diſtance, yer ir 15 environ'd with Thorns; 
this will reach you there is no good in this 
World ; no greatneſs, no Pleature withour 


ain. 
: AXVE 
The leſs reſt you allow your ſelf in eſtabliſh- 


ing your Family, the more will they enjoy it ; 
. the preſent Pains you take will procure your 


Eaſe for the time tro come. 
| XXVII.. 

When your Equipage, your Sports, and your 
Table diminiſhes, you will eafily find that your 
Friends do likewiſe ſo. - 

XX VIII. 
There is no Employment that you may nor 
retend ro, bur rhere is none that you can 
ſucceed well in, if you do not make profeſſi- 
on of Honour and Honeſty. 
XXIX. 

Make good choice of rhoſe you intend to 
do good ro, for moſt People in the World or- 
dinarily make grefter Eſteem of the Preſents 
and Benefirs they receive, than of their Bene- 


factors. 
XXX. 


Do not look upon the' pleaſure of one Day | 


(as pleaſure) when it is follow'd with the Re- 
pentance of many Years. .. XXXI. I* 


Auys © 
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It you have no Merit bur from your Name 


{ and Family, and nor from your own actions ; 


then you are obligd to your Anceſtors, bur 


# they nor to you. 


© H AP. JI. 
Upon the ſam Subjed. 


| L 
M Y Dear Children, what you give, give 
freely, that you may doubly oblige ; and 
refuſe with ſuch kindneſs and civility, thar they 
may haye reaſon to thank you. 
II. 
Keep your Promiſes with all the World. Bur 
do not promiſe for others, but with Diſcretion, 


] and as your Prudence, and the Juſtice of thoſe 


you have to deal with ſhall engage you. 


You ought not to have a Pafſion for any thing, 
bur to have none ar all ; . you ought to have no 
greater pleaſure, than thar of renouncing and 
deſpiſing all ame” 

IV. 


Always tell truth; for where ir is not loved, 


| it is reſpected and feared. 


VF, 
Ir is enough to be reconciled ro your Friend, 
once or twice ; bur if ir come to a third-rime, 


J you had better break Friendſhip. 


VI. 

Do all things with Diſcretion, Prudence, and 
Integrity ; and all things will fuccced well with 
you ; 
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you; and without defigning it you will draw 
that which rhe World calls Fortune and Deſti4 
ny, on your fide; that is, your merit will 
plead ſo well in your favour, that at length 
they will do you juſtice, and acknowledge your 
worth. 

VIL 


Troubles, Lofſes, and AMictions, have beenſ Co 
in all times, and all places ; remember therefj to 
are none exempt from them, 


VII. | 
Have a care of your Buſineſs your ſelf, if} ill 
you deſire it ſhould ſucceed well. | co 
IX. 
The greater happineis you have in this World, 
the more danger you are in to lole ir. Ft 


YourTongue and your Heart ought nor tobe 
divided ; all thar is within you ought to agree. 
Take heed thar your Words and Actions do |} at 
hold perfect correſpondence ; and ler what you || 1 
ſay be maintaind by what you do. qc 


If you have not a Fortune, what matters it> | u 
one may live without it; ir is oftentimes ber- | C 
ter to deſerve one, than.ro have one. _ Cr 

XII. 

The greater Figure you make in the World, | 
the more will your Faults be taken notice of ; | « 
a Man of Quality cannot make great ones with- 
our loſing himſelf. The higher his Rank is, 
the leſs will be forgotten: his Errours, and what 
he was capable of. | 

| XIII. 


You were born Maſter of your Eyes and 
70ur Tongue, ler not the Corruption of your 
dtinabrs make them your Maſters. 

XIV, It 


Fx 
F 
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Deſtis XIV. 
willy Tf you have any good Qualities, do not praiſe 
engthil chem your ſelf, for your own word' will nor b 
yourf taken, | 
XV, 


Do nothing for your Friends againſt your 
been] Conſcience and your Honour ; for you oughr 
heref] ro love your ſelves —_ than your Friends. 

I. 
J You ought to fear the leaſt beginning of an 
” If ill habit; for diſorder is like a Snow-ball, ir 
! continually grows —_— 


ld, If you will have no difterence with your 
Friends and 'Kindred, do nor fell chem Hor- 
| - | ſes, or Goods; and buy nothing of rhem. 
be XVIII. 
be. The love you may have for Wine, and Play, 
do || art firſt may ſeem ro you a Piſmire, thar you 
ou | may eaſily cruſh ; bur in time, this Love will 
{/ſcem an Elephant that you dare nor combar. 
Whar do I Oo 2 you will flatter your ſelf ſo 
t2 |} in this Paſſion, and you will diſguiſe the Aﬀe- 
t- | tions you bear to it, fo well, that you -will 
7 think it in vain to endeavour to overcome it. 
. XIX. | 
\ | Tf you deſire a perfect quier of Mind and 
Content, ſeek ir where it is to be found, for 
- | the World only knows the Name of it. 


Z True. Glory proceeds from Knowledge, a 
good life and Virtue ; this is the only thing I 
defire you ſhould have, and the only thing 
rhar merirs your ſerious Thoughts, ro find the 
Means to acquire 1. 
ST XXI. 

The diference betwixt an Honeſt Ann rho 

| IFes 
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lives at his Eaſe, and an Honeſt Man that has 
much ado to ſubſift, 1s, that one gives freely 
of whar he hath, and the other hath no anxi- 
ous Deſires for what he hath nor. 
| XXII. | 

When a Man 1s not ſpoken of at all, it is a 
fign thar he has. neither Merit nor Virtue ; 
that they are not diſtinguiſhed by their good 
Qualities, they are neither envy'd nor ſub- 
ject ro the jealoufe of any. If you be, Jet ir 
not trouble you, it is a good Sign. 

XXILIL 
You will live at eaſe. with the Goods you 


es if you defire no more; this is like a. 


rook whoſe Waters are pure, and.runs {moorth- 
ly; it will change its nature, if by violence you 
encreaſe its Waters, and make a Torrent. 

XXIV. 

Do not begin to ſpeak before you know 
whar to ſay, and why you ſpeak; Words are 
like Arrows, that ought nor ro be ſhor without 
aiming at a Mark. 

XXV. 


If you are Covetous, Vain, or Cholerick, 
you will make your Houſe a frightful Solirude; 
and for thar little time that you live in Diſor-- 


*der, all reaſonable Men will avoid your Com- 


pany; and you will be viſited by none bur Li- 


dertines. 
XXVI. 

Think often what you: have been, and what 
you ſhall be ; rwo or three ſerious Reflections 
of this narure, will be moreto your advantage; 
than a Thouſand made upon orher martrers, 

XXVIIL 

Not ro be content with what you are, nor 
with what you have been; 1s an Info. _ 

tnar 
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thar complains of God and his Providence. T 
believe you are not capable of ſuch a Crime. 
Praiſe God only that you are in a Condition to 
live without dependence, and acknowledge 
your own Happineſs. 
| XX VIII. 

Riches are given you, thar you may paſs your 

life eafily ; bur Life is nor giyen you thar you 


ſhould heap up Riches. 


XXIX. 
Take, care thar Honeſty always accompany 
our Pleaſures, ſo you will reliſh them the 
Con. and never be afraid of their Conſe- 


| quences, 


: XX 3. 

Recover in your riper Years, what you have 
loſt-in your. Youth ; and if you have gone a- 
ſtray .-through the whole courſe of your Life, 
rſs a good Guide rowards the end of your 

ays. 


et oe... VIIPEESES 
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Advice concerning what kind of Life ought 
to. be choſen and after what manner 4a 
Man ſhould live in bis Prafeſſion. 


& 
M Y . dear Children, conſylr with Men of 
YE Honour and Probiry, before you reſolve 
upon. the eſtabliſhment of your kind of Life. 
Conſult your own Inclinarions upon the nature 
of your good, and farisfaction of your Mind. 
Bur that. which. I recommend to you chiefly, 
is to be perſwaded, that a quier lite patſed in 
cranquility, 
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tranquility, 1s preferable to that which is paſſed | 
in the troubles of Buſineſs, and the perplexi-| 


' ties of the World. 


| II 

When you are throug peciwa ded of rhis 
Truth, ir will bz no Ticulcy ro determine 
to lead a quiet and pleaſanc Life; it is nor ne- 
ceſfary ro give your ſelves over to pleaſure ; 
bur likewiſe you muſt nor refuſe ir, either to 
rake roo much or none ar all; this is not ro 
underſtand nor love your ifelf enough. Hunt- 
ing, Feaſting, and Play are not Pleaſure, 
where they trouble your quier and tranquility 
of Life. 

TIL. 

The pleaſures of good Company oughr tro 
be enjoy'd, ſo that they do nor hinder thoſe 
that you may ſomerimes rake in Reading and 
Retirement. You will make them perfecHy 
agree together, when each of rhem have their 
turn, and you chuſe them with prudence and 
moderation. 

IV. 

Every one of you ought to conſider himſelf 
as a little Republick which he ought ro Go- 
vern with gentleneſs. Great and brave Re- 
ſolurions are oftentimes ſuddenly taken, and as 
ſuddenly vaniſh. You muſt nor cloath your 
ſelf with roo heavy a Garment ; the weight of 
it will cauſe you ro quit it. You muſt not cure 
2 {mall Sore with grear Incifions. To avoid the 

afling of a ſmall Brook, you muſt not leap 
into a great River, and run rhe hazard of 


_ drowning. 


A Life that is forcd and driven on by A- 
yarice or Ambition, is not natural, and by 
conſequence 


£2 
; 
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conſequence cannot be pleaſing, I dare fay 
that every Man, thart the defire of raifing him- 
ſelf, or becoming very rich, does puſh on, 
fhall never be content ; he is nor himielf, nor 
his own Man, bur his Paſſions. He does nor 
enjoy himſelf ; bur his Paſſion poſſeſſes him ; 
he is always with the Money he has had, or 
deſires-to have, or with the Employment he 
purſues, and is never with himſelf. 
VT. 

A Man is Happy thar is not oblig'd to Prin- 
ces or great Men tor whar he has. When our 
Parents andKindred have receiv d Benefits from 
them, we owe an Acknowledgment to them 
whether we will or no; and without our 
knowledge, we become obliged rotheirPerſons ; 
on theſe occaſions we are not our own Maſters. 
And though we owe to God a Life that he has 
given us; - yet it ſeems that we likewiſe owe 1t- 
ro them, and thar they have a kind of right to 
i, and ro all that we have. | 


VII. 
L ife is a Circle and Viciffitude of Good and 


Evil, ro which we muſt accommodate and ac- 


cuſtom our ſelyes. You may grieve and be 
rroubled, bur things will bave their courſe; 
your impatience and vexing will not change 
them. 
UTIL. | 
Thar-which you ſufler, thouſands more hare 
ſuffered, and will ſuffer asyou; the complaints 
of ſome will not authorize, or juſtific thar of 0- 
thers. Bur their patienge, and calmly bearing 
them, may ſerve tor > Lathe to you, to ulc 
the ſame moderarion'on like occafions. | 
IX. | 
Do not imitate thoſe, who X the Conſolation 


ry 
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they give to their Friends, are more couragious 
than Seneca ever was; yet upon the leaſt loſs 
thar befals themſelves, they loſe all patience 
and Virtue. 

&. 

The happineſs of your Life does nor conſiſt 
in raiſing your ſelf higher than you are, bur in 
leading a life in tranquility and eaſe, conform- 
able ro what you are. | 

XT. : 

Judge nor of the happineſs of a Man by one 
parr of it; heis a Mau of Birth and Wir ; he 
has great Employments; he is welcome to 
grear Men. Yes, bur has he all that he de- 
fires? Uſes he what he has as he ought? 
Health and Probiry do they go along with his 
Honour and Riches 2 

| XII. 

You ſhall always lead a ſweet and cafie life ; 
if (of whar Profeflion ſoever you are of) you 
make your ſelf eſteem'd and beloy d by all that 
know you. 

ATIL 


In my Opinion, thoſe that are moſt conſide- 


rable for their Places and Employs, are not 
always the moſt happy ; and thoſe who are 
always ar Court, where the Dury of their Places 
detain them, ſo that they have ſcarce a Mo- 
ment to themſelves, in my Opinion, cannor live 
contentedly. We ought to live for our ſelves, 
and nor for others. | 

| XIV. | 

A Life of middle and not high Degree, 
does not hinder a Man from entring into, and 


conſidering himſelf. He does nor eaſily loſe - | 


the ſight of what our Infirmiries, and the Prin- 
ciples of our Religion continually fers before 
our Eyes. XV. When 
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XV. 

' When a Man travels, he does not uſually 
load himſelf with heavy Burthens ; they trouble 
him, and hinder him in his Journey. Henours 
and Greatneſs ought to be etteem'd by you, of 
the nature of rheſe heavy Burthens. He can 
have no other Idea of them, thar 1s of a ſound 
judgment ; and where Experience has undeceiy'd 
him in theſe Vanities. 

XVT. 

Do that by Virtue, which the Philcſophers 
have done by Reaſon ; {ſer no value upon the 
greatneſs of rhis World, and reckon it below 
you ; you are born for a more ſolid good ; 
do nor therefore terminate your Defires to poſ- 
{els rhat only which 1s common to Libertines 
and Inhdels. 


CHAP -V; 
Advice how one 64gnt to live inthe World, 


£: 
M Y deareſt Children, if God hath nor cal- 
led you to-a Monaftick life, afrer you 
have perform'd your Duty in reſpect ro him, 
it is good riar .you think of governing your 
Conduct abour thoſe things that the World 
will expect from you; that you may live ea- 
fily with thoſe that live in the World as you 
do. 
TI. 
One of the beſt Counſels, and the moſt con- 
ſtant Maxims, thar I can give you upon this 


matrer, is, that you never diloblige any one ; 


C-"1 never 
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never ſpeak ill of any perſon, but ro bear with 
the Faults of others ; ro eſteem and praiſe thoſe 
thar deſerve it, and pay a civil reſpect to all 
thoſe you Converſe with. 

; ITE. 

. Never pur on a proud and ſcornful Counte- 
nance; I mean ſuch looks as will make you be 
raken notice of for a vain young Man; do nor 
endeavour to be raken notice of by the number 
of your Footmen, and ſplendour of your Equi- 


page; bur to be diſtinguiſhed by rhe Merir of | 


your Wit and _ 
I. 

Do not love to hear your ſelf talk, and ne- 
ver put a value upon what you ſpeak your 
ſelf. To inferrupt others when they are ſpeak- 
ing, is 11] manners; and ro ſpeak continually 
is indiſcretion; bur ro give opportuniry to '0- 


thers to ſpeak, and to ſpeak himſelf in his turn, f 


is to do like thoſe that underſtand to Converſe 


in the World. If yon be faithful and conſtant - 


to this Maxim, you will make your ſelf ac- 
_—_— in Company, and be well receiv'd by 
all. ; 

| P. 

It isberter to extol rhe Thoughts of your 
Friend than your own, by this means you will 
make it known, that you are capable of good 
things, and thar they pleaſe you ; and thar you 
give them the eſteem they merit ; and that 
you are not an impertinent Lover of your own 
Opinion, and that you are not affected and 
conceited with all that you fay your ſelf. 

I 

Remember ofren your Name and Family, 

what you are, and thoſe from whence you 


come, and there needs no more to Govern your. 
Vords and Actions, VII, The 
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{ fo ſoon asa certain Air, and a ſort of a civil 
| and obliging Humour, which a Man is taken 
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VII. 

The Leſſons you may learn from this Sub- 
jeCt are eafie and natural: You need bur make 
good uſe of your Birth and Education. Call 
to your remembrance Men of Quality, of Ho- 
nour and of Probiry : You will know enough 
by taking pleaſure in frequenting their Com- 


pany. 
VIII. 

Accommodate your ſelf as much as you can, 
ro the Humour, the Wir, and the Deſires of 
your Friends, and Kindred, and of all thoſe 
with whom you have buſineſs, thar will be 
the way to live well, both with the one and 
the other ; that will be the means that eye 
one will defire your Acquaintance and Friend- 


| fhip, and all the World will be well pleaſed 


with you. 
TX. 
Ir oftentimes began that a good Behaviour 
ation does not take a Man 


with ar firſt Sight, and finds a love for him as 


| ſoon as he appears. There are thoſe thar are 


handſomer than ke, and indeed deſerve better 


{ than he, yer are nor ſo well receivd; and a 


Man does nor feel the ſame joy when they ap- 


| pear, as they do with rhe other leſs deſerving ; 


bur if you have Merit, you ſhall be eſteemed ; 
but you ſhall be beloved ar che moment when 
you addreſs with a ſmiling and pleaſant ob- 
liging Air ; fo that a Man never meets you 
but with Joy, nor parts from you but with 
Trouble, | 
XK, 
Do not value your ſelf upon your Riches, 
C 3 Youth, 
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Youth, and good Qualities ; if you have not the | 

Gift of plcaſing, you ſhall not be beloved : Inf 

ſhort, if you cannor be complaiſant to others, | 

others will not be complaiſant ro you. 3 
h XT. 

Be always reſerved and reſpectful ro I adies, 
and always prudent and diſcreet with thoſe of | 
your own Age, Quality, and Profeſſion. 

XII. | L 

Do not affront nor anger any Perfon wharſo- | 
cver; be complaiſant always,and in allCompany, | 
rhat you may always be thought a Man ready | 
ro eſpouſe the Intereſt of your Friends: Ne-} 
ver maintain your own Opinions with hear, | 
bur always give a deference to the Opinions of | 
others; and aboye all things, avoid contra - | 
diction. * 


XIIT. 

Receive kindly all thoſe whom your Employ- 
ment, Buſineſs, or Civility, obliges you to ſee. | 
Upon all occaſions mannage their Humours | 
and Inclinations, and approve, or ar leaſt ex- | 
cuſe their Conduct ; and your own Will al- |: 
ways be applauded. | 

XIV. 

Never pur any one to Charges ; be civil 
without conſtrainr,, and without Ccremony ; | 
never Joſe the reſpect due ro your Friends, and | 
thoſe that come to viſit you ; for that would 
trouble them. 


WD 7 

Live with a certain Liberty thar is reſpeCt- 
ful,. bur nor roo familiar ; with a certain liber- 
ty, I fay, thar the beſt bred Men have brought | 
into Cuitom and Faſhion, and which is ap- : 


proved by all, 


CHAP.| 
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CHAP. VL 


Advice upon what concerns Religion. 


| T. 
k M Y. dear Children, you cannot be roo Zea- 
3 lous in the concerns of Religion ; nor in 
rſo-j order toobtain your Deſires, or to ſerve your 
ny, ) Deſigns or Intereſt: You ought nor to confider 
ady} your Employments or your Birth, bur act ac- 
Ne-j cording to your Religion, and ro depend upon + 


ear, =. | 
sS of ; TI. | 
ra- | The Libertines themfelves do not renounce 


| | Religion; but they do nor live according to 
” its Laws and Maxims. Men know whar they 
oy- | ought to believe, and likewiie whar they ought 
ſee. # tro do; and oftentimes rhey ſtop rhere: Bur 
urs} do not you content your ſelf ro believe, and 
ex- | defer, 'rill your riper years, that which you 


al-}| are atall rimes obligd ro practice. 

; ITE. 

y Faith ought to be the principle of all your acti- 
vilj ons; which if bad, they obſcure and ſtifle it ; 
y; | holdir tor certain,thar diſorder .in yourLife will 
nd Þ lead you further than you think ; ir is a Fire 
id | that you cannor extinguiſh when you would ; 


iris a Torrent that you cannot ſtop when you 
deſire it; - at firit you think ir will go no fur- 


«i cher rhan the Corruprion of your Manners, 
Fu and do not foreſee thar rhis Corruption will in- 
hr ® fallibly go further, and communicate it ſelf 
p- # to your Faith. I defire that Experience may 


not make you know, that Faith cannot long re- 
Y main ſound with ſuch corruption of Manners. 
G4 IV. Adhear 
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IV. 
Adhear ro your mo and not to the 
Perſons that make profeſſion of ir; and ad- 
hear ro your Faith, but not tro them thar 
raught you it: Ir is hard to ſeparate Zeal 
from Intereſt ; and ir 1s often ſo well diſ- 
guiſed, rhar one is taken for the other, and 
the moſt able Men are miſtaken 1n it. 
| ff 

Although all the Chriſtian Virtues make 
and entertain a Holy Commerce berwixt God 
and our ſelves; yer there 1s a certain particu- 
lar Virtue, whoſe proper effect is to unite rhe 
Reaſonable Creature to his Creator ; and to 
ſubmir, and by authentick Marks, pay him 
Reſpect and Adoration ; and this Virtue 1s Re- 
hgion. 2 

VT. 

Never pretend that you can be an honeſt 
Man withour Religion, for Religion is the 
Chief of all Virtues ; and you cannor doubr ir, _ 
whether you conſider it in relation to its Ob- 
ject, or 1n relation to its Offices, or its end : 
You may be affured that it includes all the 
Virtues by way of Excellency. "2 

VIL. 

The Chriftian Religion is admirable in its 
Maxims, and the fundamental Trurhs thar ir 
eſtabliſhes are all Divine. In other Religions 
they aſcribe ſome things to Reaſon, much ro 
the Paſſions, - and almoſt all ro Nature ; bur 
in ours we combar the Pafſions; we deſtroy 
Nature, and ſubmit our Reaſon. 

VIIL. 

You cannor too much avoid the Company 
of the great Wits, that make Profeilion rhat 
they believe nothing; look upon them * = 
cſlc 
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{ ſeſſed with a Frenzy, and to whom a burning 
 Feyer gives great ſtrength of - Wir ; fand be- 
lieve it, that the more they labour ro make it 
appear, the more they are in danger of lofing 
ir: The ſtrength of Wit they ſhew in -this 
matter, ought to paſs, not only for great 
Weakneſs, but extream madneſs, 


» 4X. | 
7 To ſpeak ſincerely, I muſt fay thar there are 
= few Perſons of Quality, that know well what 
* their Religion 1s, and in whar it conſiſts. They 
! are Educated by their Parents, who'make Pro- 
{ feflion of the Chriſtian Religion ; bur for the 
Z moſt part, they ſtudy more to live according: 
7 to the Maxims of the World, and the falſe 
Principles of a Worldly Nobility, than ac- 
cording to the Laws and Precepts of Religion. 
| You know, my dear Children, that my firſt 
| and chief Care has been ro Educate and make 
you Chriftians; and I have always raughr 
you, thar that was the principal and moſt im- 
portant Duty. I: cannor roo ofren ſpeak and 
repeat 1t to you, and you cannor too often re- 
member it, nor. labour roo much to profit 


by it. 


X. 

The more you practice good Works, the 
more your Faith encreaſes; and on the Con- 
trary ; when you ceaſe to practice, the fear 
of God grows leſs and leſs; and when you 
ceaſe to fear, you ceaſe ro believe. Tremble 
at what I ſay, and do nor flatter your ſelves 
in other Thoughts ; he does nor believe, that 
does nor live according to-his Belief. 

X1. 
As there is but one God, ſo likewiſe therc 


is bur one true Religion, that is the Chriſtian 
Reli- 
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Religion ; the ſame is yours ; be firm in ir, 
and let nothing move you from ir. 
AIT. 


Some make a deceirful Idea of Rek#ion, 


and look upon it as. an Enemy to the Pleaſures 
of Life; bur rhar imagination is falfe, for 
Religion eſtabliſhes no Maxims but what ate 
convenient for -all Honeft Men; and theſe 
Maxims are Eſtabliſhed for no other end, bur 
ro render rhe Society of Mankind more plea- 
fant and agreeable. 
XTIT. | 

Experience reaches us, the more Religious 
2 Man is, the more he is eſteemed and lo- 
ved in the World : The Reaſon is. this, that 
the more Religious a Man 1s, the more cha- 
ritable he is to the Poor; juſt ro his E- 
quals, and reſpectful to his Superiours. And, 
in a word, the more Religions a Man is, the 
more obliging he is fo his Parenrs and 


Friends, and does juſtice to all rhe World; 


it is the mcans by which a Man of that Cha- 
rater (rhar-is) a Religious Man, and rhar lives 
according to its Rules, has the Eſteem and 
Love of all Men. | 

XIV. 

You can never too much apply your ſelf 
to Icarn Religion; thar 1s, ro learn whar it 
reaches; what it obliges you tro; what ir 
forbids, and what it commands, 

XV. 

The Science” of Religion 1s a Knowledge 
thar few ſtudy, yer every one thinks they 
know it ; they go to Church, they pray to God, 
and they give Alms. This 1s thar they uſu- 
ally call Religion; and he that does rhis, 1s 
called Religious ; bur if he live .in any habi- 
rual 
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tual Sin, if he be given to Drunkenneſs, and 
paſſes the greateſt part of his Life in Gaming, 
and the like Pleaſures ; it is certain, that thar 
Man has bur the out-fide of Religion, and is 
ignorant of its Power, - its Precepts, and its 
Maxims. My dear Children, if you have Re- 
ligion, you will render ro every Man whar 
belongs to him, and do to all Men as you 


deſire all Men ſhould do to you. 


= XVT. 

How zealous ſoever you may appear for 
Religion; the exterior Proofs you give of it 
will nor be ſufficient, unleſs it be joined with 
the eſſential Marks of true Piety. 


GHAP; VIL 


Counſel in reſpet? of the C:mpany you are 
to keep. 


f. 
Y dear Children, you muſt apply your 
ſelyes ſo to yourBuſineſs,that you muſt nor 
quite deprive your Kindred and your Friends 
of your Company ; you muſt ſometimes lend 
your ſelf ro the World, bur not give your 
iclf away to it. 
: TT. 

Too much Converſation, and- unprofitable 
Vifirs, will make your life ſoft and Efteminare; 
much Buſineſs, and ſomerimes Company will 
make ir Honourable, Pleaſant, and agreeable. 

FII. 


Mens Minds have need of Refreſhment, con- 


tinual Application dulls them; and as you 
ought 
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ought, by labour ro prevent the Evils thar Idle- 


neſs would bring upon you, ſo you muſt like: 
wiſe, by ſome diverſion, eaſe the Pain thar 
continual Employment would give you. 


A little mixture in your life re-eſtabliſhes 
or preſerves Peace betwixt the Head and the 
Heart : Company ſometimes will make you 
forger your Troubles, and the preſent will 
take. away the remembrance of whar is paſt. 


The Lite is like a Warch which 1s kept in 
continual morion, by ſeveral Wheels that com- 
poſe it; one Wheel is not ſufficient, ir will 
nor make you Maſter of the Functions of your 
Office ; neyer to ftir from it, tharwould make 
you a voluntary Slave to it. 

FE. 

Ir is to rake too much upon you, ro mind 

nothing bur your Buſineſs: Our Mind is a 


fertile ground, capable to bear ſeveral ſorts of 


Grain, bur you muſt give ir reſt : Or to come 

nearer ; our Mind 1s a Farmer which we muſt 

uic kindly, and give him time thar he may pay 

his Rent; when you preſs him roo much, 

you. break and ruin him. Fo) | 
VII. 

I can ſce nothing that will be ſo much to 
your advantage, as to know your ſelves well. 
Ask norhing bur what you know your ſelves 
capable, of ; and though you be capable, ask 
it nor roo often, leſt you be choughr ro boaſt 
of your. Talent. ' 

UITI. 

Every one has his ſhareof Ability, you will 
always ſuccecd, if you do not paſs rhe bounds 
of your own, and do not fer them ro Work 
upon other Mens bortoms. IX. Pcr- 
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IX. 
Perhaps you may find your ſelf between thoſe 
that give not enough to the Enterrainment of 
the World, and thoſe that give .roo much ; 
this happy mean ought to make you content : 
If you condemn the life of rhe one, do not en- 
vy thar of the others; accommodate your Marr 
ners and Actions to your Humour, your Ge- 
nius, and your Temper, and wiſh no. more. 


In Armies they uſe Fifes, Trumpers, and 
Drums, to excite and animate rhe Soldiers 
upon occaſion. Bur the Lacedemonians, on the 
contrary, were ſo valiant, and valued their lives 
ſo little in Batrel, that rhey us'd Flutes, and 
the like Inſtruments to reſtrain them, that by 
their ſoft and agreeable Muſick, they mighr 
charm their Valour, and as it were, lay it a- 
ſleep. The like is of Mens Minds, . ſome 
ought ro be provok'd and cxcired ro take 
pains; others take roo much, and their acti= 
vity ought to be bridled and moderated. There 
is nothing, in my. Opinion, that can make theſe 


ſorr of Men reliſh ſome pleaſure, ſo much as. 


the Company and Entertainment they may 
have with their Kindred and Friends. 
| XL 
Always to be boaſting what a Man is, and 
how worthy he is, is to affront thoſe he Con- 
verſes with; his own Merit and Advocate 
has not always his Pen in his Hand, nor a 
Soldier his Sword ; a Beautcous Woman de- 
fires ſometimes to go Masked. Theſe are the 
Leſſons that I would-reach you, that you do 
not always love ro be employ'd in ſerious 
Buſineſs, bur thar you ſometimes divert your 
ſelf. with good and agreeable Company. 
to, XII. You 
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XTI. 

You may hate the World (Iallow) when they 
talk of norhing bur of Trifles, Vanities, or 
buſineſs ; bur you may love it when ir refreſh- 
es your Mind when weary with Bufineſs, and 
make you paſs ſome moments of your Life 
with Pleaſure and Delight. . 

XTIT. 

In my judgment, no Eftare or Condition is 
like thar which a Man acquires himſelf, by an 
honourable Employment ; and no ſervitude 
to me ſeems ſo great and inconvenient, as that 
which a Man impoſes upon himſelf, by rea- 
ſon of a great Fortune ſetled upon him ; and 
if you will make a ſerious reflection upon ir, 
you will be of my Opinion. 

XIV. 

It ſeems ro me more defirable to have no 
buſineſs art all, than ro have roo much; and to 
be always alone, than never to be ſo : To make 


your Life pleaſant and eafie, you muſt uſe ' | 


variety in paſſing it, and ſomerimes ſeek our 
Company, when you have been long time with- 
OUr 1t. 

XAT. 

Do not always do the ſame thing, that will 
make your Life redious and troubleſome ; you 
muſt join Pleaſure with Profir, and make 
your Recreation tread upon the Heels of your 
Labour ; I mean, when you are wearied with 
much Buſineſs ; you muſt go ſee your Friends, 
and enjoy the pleaſure of their Company and 
Converſation. | 


Never be troubleſome to any Company ; 
bur if you chance ro come into any thar have 
Buſineſs ; do nor ſtay ro interrupt them ; you 

| ought 
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ought ro know how to enjoy Company, and 
how to quir 1r upon occaſion. 
XVI. 

Never accuſtom your ſelf ro the Company of 
Libertines and Gamefſters ; there is nothing to 
be gained there. The loſs of your Money and 
Time is the leaſt thing you have to fear a- 
mongſt Men of thar Character. You ought 


{ to avoid them with much care and circum- 


| ſpection, 


XVIIE. - 
Do nor uſe te make Viſits to ſuch as are 
always idle, and have never any thing to do ; 


{ they will repeat one thing a Hundred times o- 
} ver; their Diſcourſe has no-end bur rriffes, 
! and their continual leiſure is an emprineſs thar 
| they would gladly fill, ar the Expence of their 


Friends and Kindred; in a word, you can 


never have done with them. 


XATX. 
Avoid, with a grear aeal of care, Men that 


{ are Hor and Quarrelſome ; they will affront 


you for nothing, and urge things beyond, rea- 
{on and meaſure, and you will bring your ſelf 
into Troubles with them, which you cannor 
free your ſelf from bur with difficulty. 

XX. 

When you are in Company that entertains 
you with reſpect and civility, you ought ro 
expect .no more (thar 1s) you ought nor to de- 
fire any further kindneſs, bur, of ſach as ei- 
ther Kindred, Friendſhip, or Bufineſs, has more 
ſtrictly unired. The our-fide of others oughr 
to be {uſficterit ; they are rot obliged: always to 
ſpeak our what they think ; if they; be civii and 
reſpectful,. .you ought x6 be quent. 


» = ma 


32 Aawvice to Young Gentlemey. 


XXT. 

You ought nor to believe that Men have an 
eſteem and conſideration for you, becauſe the 
fay it; it 1s the maner of —_— of it, that 
ought to perſwade you 2: Three words when 
ſpoken with a pleaſant and obliging Counte- 
nance,are more than Twenty otherwiſe deliver'd; 
there is a manner of ſpeaking things,that makes 
you judge rhey come from the Heart, and that 
'the Tongue is bur a fairhful - and obliging In- 
terpreter. | 

XXII. 

To make your ſelves acceptable in Compa- 
ny, do not always ſpeak whar you think cu- 
rious and excellent, bur entertain thoſe thar 
are with you, with whar rhey love and plea- 
ſes them; and do you rake pleaſure in know- 
ing how to pleaſe others? 

XXTIL. 
: You are not to avoid the Company of one 


of your Acquaintance, becauſe he is ſometimes} 


humorous and rroubleſome, being he may have 
his Intervals; and of whar uſe is your Reaſon, 
if you donot make uſe of it upon ſome occaſi- 
ons? This Man has Faults rhart are trouble- 
ſome, bur he has other good qualities, pardon 
the one for the others ſake; and do not avoid 
his Company; pity his weakneſs becauſe he 
15 generous, LE has a great deal of wit ; he 
has a Soul thar is upright and full of Honour ; 
what you ſuffer by his defects, are not worth 
taking notice of, 
| XXIV. | 

If 70u be fo difficult in making choice of 
jour Acquaimtance, others will be the ſame 
te T,ou ; if you be fo exact in requiring ſs 
Tayy good Qualities in thoſe you i" 
with ; 


2 &t po, Qq - * 


that 


and are you ſure they will find them? Ir is 
betrer not to be ſo nice in your Choice, it 
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with, others will require the ſame from you ; 


will make your 'Life more eafie and agree- 


able. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Upan the ſame Subjed?, 


Y dear Children, ro ſee little or no Com- 


pany, 1s to deprive your ſelves of Plca- 
ſares that are innocent ; bur ro ſpend your 
whole life amongſt Women, and in making 
continual V ifits, ts to loſe your. Stomachs by 
continual eating, and ro fill your felf with 
courſe Victuals, and deprive your ſelf of 
Delicacies and Dainries. 


1T. 

A Diſcourſe, to be good and proficable,oughr 
ro be of things Moral Honeſt and Chriſtian, 
Bur ir ought to be in the Company ot a few 
and choice Perſons ; avoid a Croud. 

ITT 

Polite Learning, Hiſtory, and all that re- 
lates ro Arts and Sciences, are good Sub-. 
jects of Converſation, eſpecially where ir is. 
practisd with good order and decency, and 
nor in a critical and pedantick Faſhion. 

| IV. 

Avoid, by all means, ſuch Company as. 
alk of nothing bur; Trifles and Follies, and all 
their Conmatuion is upon the divertiſements 
of the World ; and upen _ falſe Reaſonipgs 

of 


— 
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of the Intereſt of Princes ; Never be of the hu- 
mour to take pleaſure in loiing your time in 


hearing ſuch rrifling Diſcourſe. 
a. 


When you meet in Company where ſome are - 


roo free and prophane, ler them know thar ſuch 
Diſcourſe does not pleaſe you ; and do not join 
in Converſation of that nature, | 

Be not aſhamed of the Goſpel on this oc- 
cafion; and you will make them aſhamed, who 
forger themſelves, and are nor fo reſerv'd in 
their words as rhey oughr to be ; pur on a ſe- 
rious Countenance, and preſently they will be 
fGilent: 

VILE. 

Be always when you are in Company as 
you are at home, not changing your Chara- 
cter (thar is) be always Honeſt, Pleaſant and 
Obliging.; do nor 'bely it by your Words 
and Actions. 
you are of an equal Humour and Converſe, 
and all Men will defire the Honour of your 
Acquaintance and Friendſhip. 

VIII. 
In all Company where you are, ſpeak of 


Virrue without Aﬀectation, and deſiring to paſs: 


' fora Devoro ; ſpeak of News without ear- 
neſtneſs, or roo much Curiofiry ; and of thar 
which paſſes in Company without Enyy, Cri- 
ricifing or Jealouſie. | 

IX. 

Give your Advice without applauding it; 
declare your Opinion in any thing propos'd ro 
you, without deciding it ; fo whar you think, 
withour pretending that others ſhould ſubmir 
to your Wiſhes or Reaſoning ; maintain your 

| Opinions 


In all places make appear thar 
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- 


Advice to Voung Gentlemen, 25 


Opinions. withour Heat, and hear other Mens 
without "Trouble. | 


re. If yon be of this Mind and Humour, you 
h WD will be acceptable in all Companies ; and you 
in 8 no ſooner enter, but every one will be glad ; 
and when you leave them, every one will look 
| fad, and ſeem to ſay, the life of rhe Com- 
C- 8 pany 1s gone,. and n6w we ſeem al-a-mort. 
10 - AL. 
in If yon maintain this your Character, you 
e- IB may make many Viſits every Day, and every 
De If one will reproach you, and tell you, you are 
ſedentary, and love your Home too much ; 
your Viſits will ſeem ſo rare and ſhort, that 
as || they will obligingly accuſe you of forgetting 
a- your Friends, or they will believe that you 


nd ME are oppreſsd with Buſineſs and Afairs. 
ds | XII. ES 
at 8 Jt will pleaſe you ro ſee, that where-ever 


le, you go, you will receive a Hundred Welcomes 
ur Wand Civilities; and you will be wiſhed for 
whereſoever you do not go. 
XIII. | 
of | _ When you are with your Friends, always en- 
aſs. Edeavour to- be agreeable, and to pleaſe them; 


ir- Wand never pur'on the Air of a Philoſopher, or - 


at Wa Devoto. | 
Cl XIV. | 
I muſt confeſs you cannot have too much re- 
lervedneſs in your Words, nor roo much mo- 
tz MKdeſty in your Actions. . Bur you muſt likewiſe 
acknowledge, that wmh your Friends you can- 
not be too pleaſant and complaiſant ; thar plea- 
les rhem, that gains them ; that afterwards one 
does what ke pleaſerh. | 
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XV. 


Do not make it your Buſineſs to have al- 
ways much Company with you, that would 
be ro love others roo much, and your ſelves 
coo little; nor ro have none at all, for thar 
awould be to love your felf roo much, and 
ro carry your — roo far. 

Be with your Kindred as much as Decency 
permits you, and give your ſelyes ro your 
Friends as often as complaiſance requires ir. 
Bur always withour prejudice to the Care thar 
you oughr ro take of your Family, and Do- 
meſtick Afairs. | 

XVII. 


Make the duties of your Conſcience agree 
with the Pleaſure of receiving and returnin 
Viſits. Viſit your Kindred ar one time, _ 
your Friends at another, and you will pleaſe 
rhem borh. | 

XVIII. 


Nothing moves ſo much as Example ; what 
enters by the Ear, makes ſome Imprefiion, bur 
that which is teen gains the Hearr. Ir is for 
this Reaſon, thar Example is always efficacious; 
and it is look'd upon as a living Book, that 
reaches us inceflantly what we ſhould do; 


- this that I ſay ſhould teach you ro keep 


Company with none bur Perſons of ' Honour 
and Probiry; that is the Model that you 
ought always to ſer before you, and you can- 
not do amits when you follow ir. 

| = XIX. 

You may eaſily obſerwe rhe Rules of your 
Behaviour, by thar of another of [good Breed- 
ing and Conduct, whom you have much Con- 
verſe with 5 his Prudence and conſtant good 
Humour, 
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Humour, and good Inclinations, will be of 
great weight with you, to make you endea- 
vour to imitate him in all things. 

Y RX. 

The Example of this well-read, and Man 
of Honour, will be as an Eccho, which will 
always rell you whar you are, and whar you 
ought to be : This Ex@nple will be as a Look- 
ing-glaſs, to repreſent to you your Defaults and 
Defects, - and will be as a Drum and Trumper 
ro encourage you to do well. 

<p XXI. 

This- Example will be as Mear to nouriſh 
you, and make you ſtrong to live like a Man 
of Honour . and Probity ; finally, this Exam- 
ple will be ro you a Law, that will impoſe 
upon you the happy neceſfity of living well. 


— — 
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- CHAP IX 


Advice concerning Reports, 


E 
MY dear Children, never Report Stories, 
for thar makes Buſineſs and Quarrels a- 
mongſt Friends and Kindred, and raiſes ſu- 
ſpicions, which have very rroubleſome conſe- 
quences; it is ſeldom rthar Men of Quality, 
who know how they ought to live, do it; 
bur Men of Honoug, and Probiry never. 
IL. 

Be you ftedfaftly perſwaded, that Reports 
do harm to him that makes them ; to thoſe 
they are made to, and thoſe they are made of; 
are like the ftroak of a Cimetar that kills 
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| HI. 

You can never carry Reports, bur with: deſign 
ro oblige him ro whom you carry rhem, or to 
ſarisfie your ſelf in doing it: Thoſe whom you 
make them of will never be reconciled to you, 
and ir is at their Expences you make them, and 
they will ſeek ro revoge It, S/ 

IV. 

And he whom you think to oblige by tel- 
ing him, will by your means have a thou- 
ſand ſuſpicions and jealouſies in his Head, 
which may provoke him ro Choler and a 
precipitate Revenge ; rhis 1s the Pleaſure and 
Service you do him, when you have the'in- 
diſcretion ro make and carry Tales. | 


You likewiſe will not find your own fatisfa- 
Ction as you thoughr ; for you will make Ene- 
mies of all thoſe you have reported Stories of : 
And for rhe other ro whom you carried them, 
they will make ſhameful Reflections upon you, 
who difſoblige 'thoſe which never gave you 
cauſe, and perhaps arc ſpeaking many things 
ro your Advantage, at rhe moment you make 
malicious Reports of them : Men of Honour 
and Probirty are nor capable of ſuch Injuſtice 
and Baſeneſs. 6 

I. 


You ought not only to avoid the making of 
Reports, but you ought nor to ſuffer others to - 
make them to you ; the Maker of them is al- 

ways looked upon- with an Evil Eye. | 
| VID 

You cannot think to make Reports of any, 
bur they will do the ſame of you, and will 
pay you whar you have lent them, with Plea- 
ure and Uſury ; they will nor ſufter any wing 

0 
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of what you ſay or do, to fall ro the Ground ; 
they will rake great care at all times, and all 
places, - ro make you __ for what you are, 
- FL 

Reſolve to make ir known upon all occafi- 
ons, that Reports do nor pleaſe you ; thar 
you forget them as ſoon as they are told. 
Shew that you are always periwaded, thar 
whar is ſpoken of rhe abſent, is for the moſt 
part to be ſuſpected © 4 and aggrayared. 

IX 


When you have made ' it known, that you 
are not pleaſed with ſuch Reporrs ; you will 
diſcourage all thoſe thar have a Mind to 
trouble you with them ; and the Countenance 
you receive them with, when you hear them 
againſt your will, will condemn both them 
that bring them, and thoſe thar cauſed them 
to be brought, - 


A Wiſe Man never lends an Ear to ſuch Re- 
porrs, and by thar means he ſhurs the Mourh 
of all rhoſe rhar would make them. You 
will prevent many troubleſom Moments, by 
declaring your ſelf againſt them, -and by that 
means do good to them that were of the 
humour ro make them, and Cure them of a 
ſhameful Quality. _ 


Never ler either your Tongue or your Ears 
encourage theſe Reports, I do not know 
which is moſt to blame, he rhar hbearkens tro 
them, or he that Thakes them ; but I know 
that nothing entertains a Man more in that 
unworthy Practice of making them, than ro 


- givecar to them, and to be pleaſed with the 


hearing of them, 
| | D 4 XII, You ; 
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XII. 
' You ought to pur a Vail upon the Face of - 
your Friend, to hinder him from ſeeing any 


[thing that may give him trouble ; you ought, 


for his ſake, ro impoſe a perperual filence up- 
on your ſelf in thoſe things that may vex 
him. There is no pretext, how {pecious ſoe- 
ver, can authoriſe you ro make reports 0 
fuch occafions. | 

_ XII. 

One of the firſt Laws, nor only of Friend- 
ſhip, bur of Civil Society, is to baniſh for- 
ever Reports of all kinds; there are a thouſand 
things which concern Families, that go be- 
yond Friendſhip, and the ordinary Tyes that 
a Man has with his Acquaintance ; it is to in- 
jure this Friendſhip,” and theſe Ties, ro make 
them rake ſuch care and caurion in this mat- - 
ter as may trouble their quiet. 

XIV 

It would be imprudent in you, to report a . 
thing that you know nor, bur by the report of 
a particular Man, who may lie or aggravate 
rhe matrerz and ir would be injuſtice ro make 
others believe what you do not- know, but on 
this manner; yer it 1s an 1njuſtice that is too 
often committed, becauſe they are not cau- 
tious in that point; and they are prone ro 
commit tr upon the falſe Principle rhar they 
are not concerned in it ; bur he that faid it was 
reported, ought to juſtifie it. 


The Infidelity of a Frieng that has betrayed 
your Secrer, does not give you a right ro do 
rhe ſame by him. Your Duty does nor de- 
pend upon his ; his Faults does nor authoriſe 
yours; he has violated his. Faith in a Secrer 

you 


a— _ _O- 
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you . truſted him with z it is a faulr inexcu- 
{able, yer you ought ro confider him, not as 
he gs to you at preſent, bur as he has been; 


 the® Secret that you owe him is an old debr ; 


ir always remains ſo; you owe it him till, 

as much as you owe him Money which he 

lent you long fince, when you were all one. 
1 XVL 

A trifling thing told by one of your Friends, 
does not give you cauſe to break Friendſhip 
with him. You muſt pardon this ſmall indit- 
cretion, and to make your advantage of it, thar 
will reach you ro be more cautious hereafter, 
and nor ro truſt him ſo eaſily, eſpecially in 
things of conſequence. 

| XVII. 

It is neither good nor honourable ro make 
Reports; and if it be lawful ro think ill of 
choſe that ſpeak them, from the time thar one 
ſhould make a Story to me, I- ſhould rhink him 
capable ro commur all ſorts of faults, fince 
rhere are none which he might more eaſily as *, 
void than this. Yer even one Story that a 
Man ſhould report ro me, would give me an 
Idea of his Humour, ard his bad Inclinarion, ' 
which I ſhould have much ado ever ro forger. 

XVIII. 

Never ſuffer either at your Table, nor in 
your Walks, nor in your Pleaſures, them who 
are accuſtomed ro carry Tales ; look upon them 
always as Enemies to Civil Society ; as Perſons 


. thar ought to be expell'd all Company, and ro 


be pointed at; in a Word, as Men without 
Honour or Honeſty. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Counſels upon Conſcience, 
'FI7 

| 2 BEL 

M Y Dear Children, . yon cannor be too ex- 

YE act and circumſpect in all rhar concerns 
your Conſcience; altnoft all rhe World .pre- 
tends to be nice in'this'matrer, bur yery often 
they: do not live according ro that exaCtneſs 
they pretend. For this nicery is but imagi- 
nary-; and for the moſt part they make Con- 
ſcience after their own fancy. 

+ I Ty 

This Nicery of Conſcience, which all pre- 
tend to, oughr nor to paſs in your Minds for 
1maginary ; becauſe it is cafie tro' form an Idea 
of a ſcrupulous Conſcience, when it is not fo ; 
and oftentimes they are {crupulous only in 
ſome enormous Crimes which they do nor 
commit, or in ſuch Vices as rheir Inclinati- 
ons and Humours do Yor lead them to. 

The moſt part of the World make their 
Conſcience afrer their own fancy ; - and make 
no ſcruple of Conſcience in a thouſand things 
that relate to their Intereſt, Ambition, or Plea- 
ſure; and ſo they think themſelyes very con- 
ſcientious, becauſe,.they make no Conſcienee of 
thoſe things they have a mind ro do, 'bur are 
very ſcrupulous in thoſe things they will nor 
do. | | 
bh ITY.” 

Tf you have no Conſcience but afrer this 
manner, you will not long enjoy a quier Con- 

| | {cience ; 


* OA iv Fry 


Advice to Toung Geatlemen. 43 


ſcience,; ' I do aſſure you, you will reſemble 
the Sick that abſtain from Wine and Fruir, 
and, caring to excels all other ſorts of meat,are 
in danger of their —_— , 

All the World know thar we oughr to ſub- 
mir our ſelves to the Laws of Gcd; and iris 
our Conſcience that makes us underſtand how 
far this Law extends,. and reproaches us if 
we tranſgreſs it. | | 

| FE - R 


Our Conſcience is a looking-glaſs, in which 
we ſee our ſelves what we arc; it 1s in this 
Looking-glaſs thar you diſcover your ſelf ; 
there is nothing of good or bad which you 
have done that can be conceal d from you ; 
you may flatter your ſelf, bur this Looking- 
olaſs is always faithful, and will repreſent you 
truly as you are m_ in your very Soul. 

: I. ; 

Our Conſcience is a Book in which our 
Thoughts, our Words, and our Actions are 
writ; itis a Regiſter thar keeps an Account 
of all things ; this Book or Regiſter fomeringes 
opens ir ſelf, and it is then when our Mind is 
troubled ; and the Reproaches which our Con- 
ſciences make, move us to change our lives. 
Bur this Book preſergly ſhuts again, becauſe we 
do not make application enough ro make an 
advantage of theſe good Motions we fcel with- 
in us; and theſe Motions do not ftay long 
with us, becauſe they are nor faithful and 
conſtant. 

| VIIL 


I ſay further, our Conſcience is a Sluce 
where all the ordure of our Lives diſcharges 
it ſelf; and rhis Sluce is ſometimes ſo _ 
: that 
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that it regorges 3 bur for fear thar the ill Scent 
thar comes out of ir ſhould be rroubleſom to 
us, we preſently ſtop it, and cover it with 
Flowers; that is, with vain Projects of Con- 
verſion, and falſe Hopes of a true Hatred 
of our Sins; and for that little time we ſtop 
ir, we again return to our accuſtomed courſe of 
life ; and are harden'd more than ever in our 
Evil Ways. And I wiſh you be not of the 
number of thoſe that make this. ill Uſe of it; 
and I ſpeak all this m_— your being ſo. 
I 


You necd but open your Eyes and look up 
to Heaven, and hear his Voice, and confider 
the Wonders of rhe Creator; you need bur 
caſt your Eyes upon your Conſcience, ro hear 
irs cry, that reproaches you continually, with 
che abuſe of your Health and Knowledge 
thar God hath given you, if you do indeed 
abuſe them. c 

X 


Woe be to you, if you do not hearken to 
her, or if you make her ſpeak as you defire ; 
_ what injuſtice ſhe counſels you to, or 
whar pleaſure ſhe permits you, you will be 
the greareſt loſers by it, and will be the great- 
eſt ſufferers in the ——_ of ir. 

XI... 

You cannot follow a better Rule than thar 
which your Conſcience gives you ; bur do nor, 
corrupt it, and make 1t conform it ſelf ro 
your Inclinations, your Humours and Weak- 


neſs. 
XII. | 
Wherefore do we ſee ſome of our Friends 
in good earneſt, and rrue Converſe > and 
wherefore do we ſee others that do bur wo 
0 ? 
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{> Is it nor becauſe rhe one makes a ſerious © 
Reflexion upon what Conſcience DiCtates, and 
the other a very flight one; rhe one heark- 
ens to it attentively, and the other in the mid-- 
dle of the Noiſe of the World, and their 
Minds diſtracted with their Paſſions. 

| XIII. 

He thar will nor Pay what he owes, will 
not ſee nor hear his Credicors, out flies them, 
and hides himſelf as ſoon as they appear ; the 
ſame thing happens to you 1n regard of your 
Conſcience ; 1f you will not look upon her, 
nor hear her when ſhe preſents her ſelf ro you, 
you make uſe of a Hundred falfe* prerences, 
as a Vail to hide your ſelves ; and iteal from 


her, and loſe the fight of her every momenr 


: "EV. 

The Conſcience of an Honeſt Man is very. 
different from the Conſcience of a Worldly, 
Coverous, or Volupruous Man ; the firſt con- 
rinually examins his Conſcience, and no ſoon- 
er knows irs Dictares, but runs ro execute them. 
The other has never the Time, nor Will, ro 
conſult ir, and much leſs ro perform its com- 
mands : Judge your _ =_ ſee what you are. 


He that loves to play and ſee Comedies, 
makes no Conſcience -ro ſpend almoſt all his 
rime in the one, and loſe many Hours in the 
other ; on the contrary, he that makes pro- 
feſſion to live according to the Rules of Jy- 
tice and Religion, makes Conſcience of mak- 
ing play his daily Bufinets and Employment, 
and looks upon Comedies as a divertiſement 
unworthy of his Care and Time ; he hates ga- 


ming, and deſpiſes Plays. 
XVI. Gaming | 
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XVI. 


Gaming: and ſeeing Plays are two different 
things, in regard of the one and the others 
Conſcience ; and why ? becauſe the Conſcience 
of rhe one is more fearful and cautious than rhe 


other ; and the one hearkens to his Conſcience 


continually, and the other never.; the one pre- 
fers the Duty of his Conſcience before all the 
Pleaſures of his Life, and the other rhe con- 


rrary. 
XVII | 
Both the one_ and rhe orher have the Com 


mands of God and the Church to obſetve ; - 


bur rhe one looks upon them with an Eye dif- 
ferent from the other. 
XVIII. | DF 

Take care that your Conſcience be not too 
ſcrupulous, and likewiſe that ir be nor ſcrupu- 
lous ar all; prudence and diſcretion oughr ro 

overn you in this point. | 
4 ; - F XIX, | 

We are nor all called ro the ſame kind of 
Life ; ſo. the Conſcience oughr nor to be rhe 
ſame to all Men; there are Duries proper to 
every ſtare, that cannot be diſpenſed with ; and 
theſe Dutics are different, according to rhe di- 
verſity of Profefſions, and that alſo makes a 
difterence in the Conſcience. | 

XX. 

All Men ought to have the ſame tenderneſs 
of Conſcience in the general Duties of Chrifti- 
ans ; bur ir' may be greater or lefſer on parti- 
cular occaſions. - 

XXI. 


You ought not ro have a tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience for one Commandment of God, mofe 
than for another ; you muſt haye an equal re- 

| card 
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gard for all; ſuch as take this Adyice in ſome 


| particulars, and violate a Commandment of 
nt | God in another, are inexcuſable, 


ce XXII. 

Ie Some Men faſt Fridays and Saturdays, bur 

e [will not be. reconciled ro their Enemies ; 0- 

>- {Others give largely ro the Poor, bur will nor 

e F forſake a beloved. Sin ; others make {cruple . 

- [of all things bur ſuch as they have a Paſſion : --N 
for. | q 


- XX1III. 

| The renderneſs of Conſcience in all thoſe 
Perſons, ought ro be rhoughr falſe and'ima- 
ginary. Whar do I ſay? You onghr to hold it 
for certain, that they have no Conſcience ar' all; 
or if they have any, it is ready to riſe a- 
gainſt rhem before the Tribunal of the Su- 
preme Judge'of all Men. 5 
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"CHAP 
Upon the ſame Subjed?. 


a” i 
M Y Dear Children, Conſcience and Ho- 
nour ought to govern all your actions ; 
Intereſt ought not ro be look d upon further 
than Equity and et permit. 


Do not throw your ſelf ar the Feet of Prin- 
ces, or the Grandees of the World ; thar is, 
give not your ſelves up ſo ro them, as ro be rea- 
dy. to do all rhings at their Pleaſure. You 
oughr to render all that is due to your Con- 
ſcience and Honour before you give them up 
to any body elſe; and you fhould betray 
your ſelf if you did not keep rhat Order tharz 
Reaſon preſcribes, and that your own Intereſt 
continually fſers _ Eyes. 

Princes ofren defire Men devoted to their 
Will ; Men thar have not that tenderneſs of 
Conſcience;, in a word, Men rhar will ſtick 
at nothing ro ſerve them. They deſire this, 
I muſt confeſs, bur if every one would do 
their Duty, they might ſeek a long time be- 
fore they would find ſuch as they defire ; 
and this ſeeking in vain would make them 
more juſt and A 

Lernor Ambition lead you blindfold ; you 
are born free, do not make your ſelf a Slave 

ro another's Will; there are many Slaves 
loaden with Chains, that would not buy their 
Liberty ar ſuch a price. V. The 
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| V. 

The Kings of &gypt uſed ro make their 
Judges promiſe that they would do nothing a- 
oainſt their Conſcience for any pretexr of Am- 
birion, Inrereft, or recommendarion they could 
have. You are Kings of your own Wills 
and Actions; rhey can have no Power bur 
whar you give them, which you ought to al- 
low them with unreproachableEquiry andRighr. 
Do nothing againſt that Principle of Nature 
thar reaches you to give to every one whar 


belongs ro him, and never regard any thing 


that would inſpire you with other Thoughts. 
I 


The Laws of War cantior Authoriſe any il] 
ations ; and what we owe to our Prince and 
Country, cannor juſtifie them all things are 
not permitted to Subjects in favour of their 
Soveraign. A Soldier, for being a Soldier, 
oughr nor to forget that .he is a Chriſtian, on 
pretence that he 1s under the Pay of him thar 
commands him ; he ought ro do nothing a= 
oainſt his Religion ; the noiſe of Arms ought 
not to hinder rhe hearing the Voiee of his 
Conſcience and Honour, which will teach him 
what he ought ro do c = occaſions, | 

Have a great regard for Princes, and all 
your Superiors ; bur. ler your Conſcience al- 
ways go firſt, and give 1t the preference in 
all rhings. 

VIIL 


After you have ſatisfied your Conſcience and 
your Honour, do all you can for your Kind- 
red and Friends, and you can never do too 
muck, ; 


E TX, Under 
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T WP: IX. 

"8-414 Under pretence of Friendſhip, never do an 
Vi ill Action ; the Laws of Friendſhip oughr 
| nor, cannor carry you ſo far. | 


f There are two things that ought to be ex- 
ll Ji: rreamly precious, whatſoever Profefſion you 
i J8- are of, your Honour and your Conſcience : 
fi! Your Honour ought to be dear to you, becauſe 
it is a perſonal good, withour which, accord- 
ing to the Opinion of all Men, all the reſt 
are nothing. Your Conſcience yet ought to 
be more dear ro you, for when that has no- 
thing ro reproach you with, Peace within will 
be your Conſolation, without which you will 
lead a languiſhing and g—_ Life, 


You ought to abhor any thing thar is a- 
181! 17 1K gainfſt your Honour and Conſcience, and no- 

(Th thing can oblige you more to deteſt an Action, 
i _ when it robs you of either the one or the 
' other. 


XII. 

As long as one enjoys perfect Health, one 
eaſily pardons il] Cuſtoms ; rhe pretence is ea- 
iF fie and favourable, there needs norhing to ex- 
if | cuſe ir, bur Humane frailry, and the daily 
al: and prefſing, temprarions to Sin; you need no 
| /other Excuſes. "Theſe are the ordinary pradti- 
it; / ces of rhe Men of this World ; do nor fol- 
'' / low ſuch bad Examples, but make 200d uſe 
i « i; of rhe bad management of others. 

q XIII. 

A Man that loves the World and irs Plea- 
þ ſures, oftentimes, from the impuniry of his 
$i | Crimes paſt, draws the pernicious aſſurance 
016 10 of rhe ſame for the time ro come ; and after 
21k 15488 having 
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having a long time ſtifled the remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, procures ſuch a peace of Conſcience, 
as he calls it, that would aftrighr any ho- 
neſt Man; and oughr to make you tremble, 
left you ſhould fall into the ſame lethargy of 
the Mind. | | 

XIV. 


Be youperſwaded thar this diſorder reſembles 
the Root ofa Thorn, which you may take 
in your Hand, and preſs ir, and it will do 
you no harm; and may be it may ſeem to 
you.to be more ſmoorh than the Roots of o- . 
ther Plants ; bur as it grows up it arms ir ſelf 
with Prickies, that will prick you in ſuch ſorr, 
that ſometimes " hurts may prove Mortal : 
The ſame effect may proceed from this diſor- 
der, which ar firſt feems ro do no harm, bur 


- afrerwards cuts to the quick, and ſometimes 


the Wounds become ſo grear, thar it is difi- 
cult to Care them, = 
XV. 


Whar matters ic if- you be not happy up- 
on Earth, provided you be ſo in Heaven? 
Whar matters it if whilft you live you die to 
the World, tro Honours, to Pleaſures, and to 
your ſelf,provided that the purity of your Con- 
{ſcience cauſe your Name to be writ in the 


Book of Lite ? 
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CHAP. XI. 


Advice upon all that has the Air of Cou- 
rage, Choler, and promptneſs to quar- 
rel. 


F. 
M Y dear Children, Gentleneſs and Civili- 
ty is ſo much the Character of Men of 
Qualiry, that they ſeem tro have fallen below 
their Birth and Rank which they hold a- 
mongſt us, when they abandon themſelves ro 
the paſſion of Choler. 

ER IL. 

Men will ſuffer, and endeayour to excuſe in 
you your play, your Expence and your Am- 
bition ; bur they will never pardon your im= 
patience, your Choler, and Quarrelling ; 


there is ſomerhing in them ſo unbecoming, that- 


they will pardon no Perſon in this particular, 
TIT. 
If you puniſh thoſe that do nor deſerve it, 
or puniſh according ro the motions of a bruriſh 
Choler, men have reaſon to regard you as one 


har. violates the Laws, under the protection 


of which Innocence and Youth ought ro. live 
in peace and quietneſs. | | 
I. 

Which, in your Opinion,isthe more culpable, 
A young Man to whom Age has not given the 
diſcretion to live exactly as he ought ; or his 
Father, or Governour, or Maſter, who for thar 
Reaſon uſes him ill; becauſe he harh not yer ob- 
raind all theReaſfon and Experience that a Man 
ot riper Years has > Whethgr of them is more 
9 


"-- os, abies _ lands han &@ «a. 


Advice to Young Gentlemen. 53 


to blame, a young Man thar wants Diſcretion 
at Fifreen, or a Father and Governour thar has 
ir notat Forty ? 


Correction, T muſt confeſs, is the Wine, of 
Wiſdom ; bur you ought to give ir your Chil- 
dren moderately ; the exceſs of it would take 
away the reliſh of ir, would diſguſt and make 
them drunk. 

UI. 

All Correction given in anger, takes away 
the Virtue, and deſtroys the effects of it; hold 
it for certain, thar Correction is a meat rhar 
muſt be ſeaſon'd, to ' make ir wholſom and 
good, otherwiſe it cannor be digeſted. 

| VII. 

If you pive Correction with Rigour, ir is 
as if you pur precious Liquor in a poiſon'd Veſ- 
ſel, Correction the moſt juſt, and the beſt 


, grounded, loſes its effect in your Mouth, if 


you do it in terms full of animofity, and with 
a *Countenance and Eyes full of Rage and 
Choler. | 

UIII 


A Mafter that always grumbles and rails £2 
gainſt his Domeſticks, does not well become 
his place; he_ carries ghe Power the Laws 
have given too far. If juſtice ſhould be done 


upon ſuch Maſters, who neither have Indul- 


gence nor Mercy for their Domeſticks, they 


would be pur into the number of Slaves, 


IX. | 
Ir is ſo ſeldom ſeen that a Man of Quali- 
ty and Probity puts himſelf in Choler ; rhar jr 
will make Men believe, thar you haye neither 
the one nor the other, if you fall into thar Paſ- 


| fon, . You ought never 4 g0 out of your Cha- 
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racer ; and nothing, in the judgment of all 
Men, will make you leave your Character 
with more diſdain, than ſenſeleſs Quarrels that 
the tranſports of Choler will bring you into. 


Sudden and raſh Quarrels are Childiſh or 
Brutal ; ſuch as are nor eafily excus'd in com- 


- mon Souldiers and Pages; they will never 


be pardon'd in yon, how young ſoever you 
be. | 
XT. 

Your Servant commits a Fault in your pre- 
ſence, by negle&t, nor thinking on it; he does 
ill, I donot pretend to excuſe him, but ſhould 
that make you commit a greater 2 On the con- 
trary, you ought to repair, by your prudence, 
whar this careleſs Servant has done amiſs by 
his folly. Learn therefore ro be a Philoſo- 
pher, and keep your ſelf unmoveable on ſuch 
occaſions, and ſhew byzbis evenneſs of temper, 
that ſuch accidents cannot produce any change 
in your Mind. | 

XIT. 
| Though you may have Birth, Wit, and Rich- 
es, you will never be eſteemed, if you do not 


| add to theſe good Qualities, that of an even 


remper, and a moderation in all your Words 
and Actions. | 
= _—_ 

Do not contradict ſuch as are prompr tro 
quarrel; and do not take pleaſure in provo- 
king them, and they will have the ſame re- 
gard for you ; let this Stream have irs' Courſe 
which you fee runs at your Feet, and do not 
make it a Torrent by ſtopping i. © 

| apts Pons 


You may be ſure that Pride is the a" 
0 


all 
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of all Vices, and Choler is his Daughter ; and 
it may be added, that this Daughter oftentimes 
ives Arms ro her Father, which makes him 
ruel, and Revengeful; fo that ir may be 
truly faid, .that the Proud and Ambitious of- 
rentimes, tranſported by Choler, leave fatal 
Marks of their Pafſion, | : 
. A Man Cholerick and quarrelſom, 'is a de- 
clard Enemy to Civil Sociery ; or,whar is more, 
he is a Seditious Perſon, who prophanes all 
Holy Laws ; he knows neither Farther nor Mo- 
ther, nor Wife nor Children ; and indeed how 
ſhould he know them, ſince he knows nor 


himſelf, 


XVT. 

Choler is the only unruly Paſſion that pre- 
rends to juſtifie. ir ſelf, how ſhameful and cri- 
minal ſoever this Paſſion may be ; they thar are 
ſubject to it, pretend to have reaſon to be tran- 
{ported on ſome certain occaſions ; and Experi- 
ecne teaches us, that of all thoſe thar are tran- - 
ſported by Choler, there is ſcarce any one 
that does not think it juſt ro what extremiry 
ſoever they are carried : From whence comes 
that, bur rhar ir blinds the Soul by the Darkneſs 
which ir ſpreads ? | 

XVTEL + 

Choler is nothing elſe but a motion ſudden 
and turbulent, thar rakes from us the free ex- 
erciſe of our Actions ; and thar is the Reaſon 
why we are not only angry at our Servants, bur 
at all thoſe with whom we Converſe; and 
more at every one that would hinder us from 
doing what we will. When a Pen writes nor 
according tro our Fancy, we break it ; a Game- 
ſter throws his Dice and Cards out of the 
E 4 Window ; 
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Window ; a Workman is angry at his Tools, 
and throws them away. 
XVTIL. 

Ir is ſtrange to ſee, that a Man who is 
obſerved uſually ro have Prudence and Di(- 
cretion in his Afairs, ſhould, upon a ſudden, 
change his Nature and Humour 5 and thar a 
morion of Anger ſhould diſorder in him all 
that Reaſon had placed in ſo good order and 
quier. + 

| XTX. 

Do nor ſuffer your ſelf ſo raſhly to be tran- 
ſported ; lay a foundation of Prudence againſt 
all the Accidents of Life that may diſturb you ; 
look upon your ſelf continually ; as if you were 
in a "an Garriſon environd with Ene- 
mies, arid ready to be befiegd, and think of 
all rhings neceſſary for your defence. Tf you 
do thus, Anger can never ſurprize you, and its 
Arms will be too Weak againſt a place ſo well 
fortified, and provided with Neceffaries. 

XX. 

Ar the firſt motions of Anger; let your Voice - 
be low, and your Countenance ſmiling ; by 
that means you will diſarm your Enemy be- 
fore he appears and attacks you. | 

XXT. 

If it happen thar you be tranſported with 
Choler, it 1s to be wiſhd that you had a Look- 
ing-glaſs before your Eyes, you would. find 
your ſelf ſo deform'd and different from what 
you were, that the ſight of this Change would 
make you more moderate upon ſuch occaſions, 
and you would have ſuch an Idea of rhis Paſ- 
fion, as would abſolutely Cure you, 


XXII, The 


i%Y 
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XXII. : 
The Decency and Reſpect that we owe to - 
one another, ſhould be the Boundaries that none 
can go beyond, without doing himſelf wrong, 
and making an ungrateful Impreflion of hisHu- 
mour ; as long as you obſerve this decency and 
reſpect, Anger will have no Power over you, 
and you will be eſteemed and loved for the 
eavenneſs and moderation of your Words and 
Actions. 


G —— 
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Advice concerning the Judgment you ought 
to make of the Words and Adions of 
others. 


f 
Y Dear Children, if you will gain the 
Efteem and Love of all Men, fee what e- 
very Man does, and hear what every Man ſays, 
without Tontradicting any one. Ler your 
Eyes and Ears go no further than you pleaſe, 
and hcar« obligingly all rhat is ſpoken to you, 
and judge 'of others by your ſelf. 
FI. 

What is blameable in ſome things, impute ir 
ro the Youth of the doer ; and what cannot ab- 
ſolurely be excuſed, impute it ro want of Cons 
fideration, and to a ſurpriſe that merits Par- 
don. Never make any more faulty than they 
really are, and per{wade others as much as 
you can, that many. things are | done by 1m- 
prudence and wart of conſideration, and ought 
not further to be thought upon, 

| III. Do 
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| IL. —- 

No not make 2a malicious Conftrution of 
the Words and Actions of others, nor turn 
them ro the hurr or prejudice of any one ; do 


| quftice to all you have to do with, and as you 


would kave others do to you ; remember. eve- 
ry Man has his Failings, which you oughr to 
excuſe and ſuffer, if you will live quietly and 
peaceably with all the World. . 

2 : 
Always take part with, and defend the Un- 
fortunare; a falſe appearance Deceives, and 
Reports full of Injuſtice or Calumny, expoſe 
them ro the Cenſure of a hundred malicious 
Spirits, thar think to eſtabliſh their own Re- 
putation upon the Ruin of other Mens. And 
of others thar have no other way of magnifying 
themſelves, but by diſparaging and villifying 
their Kindred and Neighbours ; and of others 
who ar the expence and loſs of their beſt Friends, 
would make themſelves Criticks, or Devores, _ 
by having ſomething to ſay againſt every one, 


You know that eyery one has his own Hus 
mour, and-his own Wit; and you have no 
right w pretend to that which is nor referred ro 
your Judgment, and much leſs to give Law to 
others, rhat they ſhould live as you defire.” 

LV. 


f. 

B: always circumſpect in ſpeaking of thoſe 
that make too great or too little Expence in 
their way of living; ler nor either the one 
or the other Extream trouble' you, 

PII. | 

Praiſe whatever you think praiſe wotthy, 
but be wary in pafſing Sentence upon whar 


you think condemnable ; do. not make _ 
ig elf 
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felf a Judge of the ations of others; bur if 

you be preſsd and oblig-tc ipeak your Q- 

pinion, ler it be in their . favour, and tg their 

adyantage, T8 
VIIE. 

Study your own Conduct and not that of o- 
thers; examin your ſelf without Favour or 
Partiality, and never pardon your ſelf, Ute 
all Seyerity ro your ſelf, and Indulgence to o- 
thers. {Tf you find. ſomething to: ſay againſt 
every one, y@u will juftly be raken for an 11l- 
natur'd, Unjuſt,*and Unreaſonable Man. 

| TS. 

Thar you may not ſpeak ill of any, you 
ought not to think ill of any ; for from the 
one to the other the way 1s eafie and ſhort ; 
it is almoſt impoſſible ro forbear ſpeaking of 
what you believe and think. 

You may and ought ro pardon a thouſand 


- little Faults in Men of Quality, when they are 


Young and Unexperiencd; to condemn them 
in every thing, is to be a Critique withour 
Reaſon, and to expect an accompliſhd Wiſ- 
dom in a Perſon of Eighteen or Twenty Years 


| of age. 


AT, : 
When a young Man or Youth has good In- 
clinations or Deſires of doing well, you ought, 
in favour to his Age, to pardon ſome Levities 
or . other ſmall Faulrs; in doing this you ſhall 
encourage him to do well, and in doing other- 
wiſe, the contrary. 
| XII. 
Set not your ſelf lightly to condemn 
Women for their Carriage, when they are 


neither Gameſters nor Wanton ; all things _ 
_ ' £ 
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do not deſerve to be taken notice of, Time 
will teach them better ro confider, than. all 
that you can fay to their diſadyantage.' 

| XTIT. 
, © You can never, with Honour, highly con- 
demn that in Women, that . you can ſo eaſily 
excuſe in Men, Have a care they do not 


Reproack you ; thar it is ſecret Envy or Pride 


in your ſelf, that makes you ſpeak after this 

manner of*them. Take care that they do 

not impute what you ſay, to an, inexcufable, 

weak, or a ſhaineful Jealoufie in your ſelf, 

which is injurious to all Men that have ei- 

ther Wir, Honour, or Honeſty. | 
XIV. 


Women generally are more reſerv'd and diſ- 
creet than Men; and it cannor be denyed, bur 
that ordinarily they are more tender and Cha- 
ritable than we;z- wherefore then do. you fall 
fo ſeverely upon ſome of their Faults, when 
yau have {o large a Field, and ſo fair an occa-- 
fion to praiſe their Virtue. Believe me, when 
you are in the Humour to Cenſure ill Man- 
ners, ſpare the deyour Sex, and conſider your 
ewn, you will find. enough there to move 
your Gall, and exerciſe your Wir, 


. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


Advice concerning what thoughts we ſhouid 
have of Greatneſs and Riches ; of our 
Loſſes, and the Misfortunes of our 
£ives. 


F. 

Y Dear Children, you will never be un- 
| happy, if you do not rhink you are o ; 
for Happineſs generally depends more upon the 
Opinionwe have of things, than uponthe things 
themſelves. | 
TL 

It happens very often, that one is thoughr 
unhappy in the Opinion of Men, when in ef- 
fect he is nor ſo; if you be no otherwiſe un- 
happy than ſo, you will have no cauſe ro com- 
plain; and in my Opinion, you will be mare 
2 ſubject of Envy than Pity, | 

FIT. 

All our Loſſes and Diſgraces will be lookr 
upon with another Eye; it we know their 
Nw their Cauſes, and their End ; and if we 


look upon our ſelves as Men condemn'd to 


Humiliations and AﬀMidtions, and not as Men 
aſpiring ro nothing bur Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures. Look upon your ſelf, in good car- 
neſt, after rhis mauner, and afterwards ſee if 
you have any Reaſon ro complain. 
IV. | 
If you will conſider things Morally, you 
muſt agree, thar all rhings that happen, is by 
the ordinary courſe of Life, and our Birth 
makes us ſubject to them ; and by conſequence, 
you 
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you muft ſubmir your ſelf, and accuftom yout 
ſelf ro them ; and if you ſee ſome Men exempt 
from rheſe Misforrunes, ſtay a little and ex- 
pect, and you need nor expect long, and you 
Will ſce rhat they have their ſhare of rhem as 
others, and perhaps a greater ſhare than moſt 
others. | Y 


Your Grief will augment and gather new 
force, if you beſo ſenſible of ir; ard on the 
contrary, you may afſure your ſelf, rhat if you 
have the Conſtancy to ſuffer it patiently, it will 
diminiſh, z 

UL. 

If two Perſons ſuffer rhe ſame Evil, it will 
always be ſaid, that he thar tormenrs himſelf, 
and complains moſt, ſuffers moſt ; bur he thar 
ſuffers maore than comes from the Evil ir ſelf, 
does ſo from the manner and mind with which 
he ſuffers it. | 

VIL.- _ 

To ſpeak well of Pain and irs nature, you 
ought ro be perſwaded, that if ir be long, it 
is bur little; and if ir be. violent, ir does not 
laſt long, and ir will pur an end to the Grief 
that it cauſes ; upon this Principle ir will nor 
be hard to direct your Diſcourſe. 

UIIL. 

AfMiction will never have any Power over 

you, but what you give it your ſelf. 


There is no Pain, how ſenfible ſoeyer ir be; 
that does not loſe half its force, by rhe Cou- 
rage you have to ſuffer it ; when you reſitt ir, 
it will fly from you; if you yield, ir” will 
triumph; in a word, you diſarm it wtien you 
do not ſubmir.to irs Power, 


X, I 


a Q _ Ha} +» & 


| X, 

If you do nor accuftom your ſelf ro ſuffer, 
the ſmalleſt Pain will ſeem grear ; it is enough 
thar it 1s a Pain thar obliges you ro ſuffer wirh 
trouble, and ofrentimes even with impari- 
ence. 

: XI. | 

There are ſome that ſeem more content in 
their Sufferings than others in their Pleaſures ; 
every one 1s well or ill, according as' he finds 
himſelf. The Martyrs had more joy in the 
midſt of rheir Torments, than the Tyrants thar 
condemn'd them could taſte in their good 
Cheer, their high Fortune and great Riches. 

/ XII. 

Sin excepted, there is nothing ill in its own na- 
ture ; it js but the uſe that is. made of it thar 
makes it{o: a ſtreight Oar is crooked in the 


Water ; ir is not enough to ſee things, bur the 


means toſes rhem well, that makes them pals for 
what they arc : it 1s nct that which Men believe 
of you, wil! make vou happy, bur that which 
you your ielf- believe. | | 

XII. 

There is more ſtrength- required ro bear 
the Chain tha: binds us, than to break ir. There 
is more force of Mind to ſuffer th» Miſcries of 
Life, than to k:l] himſelf ro be deliver'd from 
them : There is more Courage in following 
the Example of Rez:/as, than thar of Cato. 


All the Loſſes and Ditgraces imaginable, are 
nor grekr enough to juſtifie you in the weakneſs 
of wiſhing your own death; in theſe caſes 

on mult think of nothing bur tro compoſe your 
Mind and Courage to ſuffer patiently. 
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MT. 

If you can be ſufficient for your ſelf, and 
out of your own proper Stock find wherewith 
to entertain your Happineſs, or to fly the Evils 
that threaten you, all poſſeſt and full of whar 
you defire, you your ſelf will be rhe Object 


of your Attention, your Thoughts, and your 


Love, like thoſe A —_—_ Husband=-men, who 


never look'd rowards Heaven for Rain, becay'e 
the over-flowing of the Nzl/e was all ther 
Hopes, and all their Riches. All your Wiſh- 
es ought to aim at norhing,” bur thar you may 
peaceably enjoy all your Advantages, and to 


have poſſeſſion of your ſelf ; bur rhe goodneſs 


of God gives you leave, not to be content with 
your ſelf ; he permits thar Aﬀflictions and Sick- 
neſs ſhould make you know, rhar there is an 
Eternal Good, of which you ought to think, 
and not to recken upon thoſe Goods that may 
be taken from you every Hour, and the enjoy- 
ment of which. muſt end with your life, _ 
| XV T. 

Wharſoever happens to you, you ought not to 
think your ſelf unhappy ; if your Wives be as 
they ought, and your Children well inclined ; 
believe me, when you haye Reaſon to be plea- 
ſed with your Domeſticks, all the rcſt ought ro 
ſeem to you indifferent. 

_- 

If you have no good Fortune, ſupport your 
Diſgraces like a good Chriſtian, with a Conftan- 
cy ſuch as may make the Philoſophers aſha- 
med. Ir is not the firſt rime that Religion in- 
ſpird with ſuch Thoughts, and: Grace has tri- 
umph'd over the World and Narure; 

XVIIL 
God diſpences his Gifts as he pleaſes ; one 


has 
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has Health ; another has Wir; another has | 
and | Birth; which is the moſt happy ? certainly he | 
with | which makes beſt uſe of whar he has, and is' | 
Ivils $ content with whar he is; and by conſequence, | 
vhar | it may be ſaid, rhar your Happineſs is in your [| 
ject | own Hands, and depends upon your telf; make | 
our | 2 ſerious reflection upon it, and you will find | 
vin no. © | 
ue. XIX. | 
167 A Mind compos'd and well perſwaded of 
ih. {| the Chriſtian Truths, judges of chings as he [| 
iay | ought, and nor according to the Opinion of the | 
ro | World; and rheeſteem they ſer upon their Rich- | 
ef; | £5, Honour, and Pleaſure, is all the Happineſs 
irh | of a Man of this World; do nor make them 
k. || yours, bur ſearch for a Happineſs thar is nor 
an | ſubject ro the Misforrunes, Loſſes, and AMicti- | 
k | ons which happen every Day of our Lives in {| 
ay || his World. | 1 
V= PEE XX. | 
& In all things that concern your ſelf, do nor 
{| uſe the Balance of the World; but your own ; | 
-o || that of the World will never be juft ro you, | | 
is || becauſe it neither knows rhe botrom of your d | 
'. | Hearr, nor the diſpoſition of your Mind ; it | 
2 |} judges upon falſe and deceitful Appearances ; | 
» || ſome pais in the World for the moſt Happy | 
Men, who'think themſelves the moſt unhappy. | 
XXT. / i 
. Your Birth, your Wir, -and your Riches can- | 
' | not make you content, becauſe there is a tran- 


quility of Mind, and a true Happineſs thar is 


nor to be found in theſe ourward Advantages ; 
and without this peace of Mind, and this true 
Happineſs, you will ſtill be Poor in the midft 
of Riches, and nor content in the middle of 


Pleaſures, 
| F - XXII. It 
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XXII. EN, 

Ir is ſufficiently ſpoken in the World, tha 
this Life is full of AMictions and Evils ; and 
for one rich Man thar is contenr, there are a 
Hundred thar are nor ſo ; but none would be 
of rhe greater number ; every. one deſires to 
be this one Man, diſtinguiſhed and choſen of 
a Hundred ; why ſhould you flatter your ſelf 
with this diſtinction, 

| XXTIIT. 

We all confeſs, and acknowledge, that Na- 
eure has made us ſubject ro a Thouſand Miſe- 
ries, we know that the Subordinarion that 
God has eſtabliſhed amongſt us, that the diſho- 
neſty of ſome, the imprudence of others, and our 
own Pafſions, expoſe us to a thouſand Lofles 
and Diſgraces; bur we draw our ſelves out 
of the Crowd, and our ſelf-love is the Cauſe 
that we cannor ſee our ſelves amongſt the Un- 
happy, withour murmering and Complaining ; 
why do 'we do our ſelves this Favour * Do 
we ſee any thing that gives us Reaſon to 
do it? | = 

XXIV. 

Do nor look upon Loffes and Diſgraces as 
real Evils, but as occaſions ro make us have a 
dependence upon the Providence of God, and 
ro do it with reſpect and ſubmiſſion. 

XXV. 

If it be from the Providence of God, and 
from his power, rhar you find your ſelf induc'd 
to praiſe him ; rhat the Plains and rhe Woods, 
the Valleys and rhe Mountains, the Flies and 
the Elephants, are the, Proofs of his infinite 
Power, you ought nor to have leſs induce- 
ments ro praiſe him, from rhe different ſtares 
of rhe Poor and Rich, rhe Sick and the Sound, 
Shepherds 


Ln , i..; 


_— ——— 7s. 


Shepherds and Kings, are the aſtoniſhing proofs 
of his adorable Providence. 
4 XXVT. | 

Ser all theſe Truths always in your fight ; the 
more you conſider them, rhe leſs Eſteem and 
Love will you have for Worldly Riches and 
Plealures. | 

XXVIL. 

Ler the Law that commands you-to liye 
contented in the State thar God has plac'd 
you. in, be always wel]-pleaſing ro you ; have 
no leſs ſubmiſſion ro his Order, in what re- 
lates tro Riches, than in whar relates to the ad- 
vantages of your Birth and Witr. 

XXVIIL. 

You never yer thought that you had Reaſon 
to complain, that you had nor lived in Ages 
paſt ; and you have no more reaſon' ro com- 
plain of rhe Riches rhar another Man poſ- 
leſſes, becauic God js rhe diſpoſer of Riches 
as well as Times; he has made your Birth 


in ſuch an Age as it has pleaſed him ; he 


has likewiſe given you ſuch Riches as has 
pleaſed him ; 4n all that you have, you have 
nothing ro do bur to lifr up your Eyes to 
Heaven, and to bleſs him thar has piven 
you what you .have,' and made you whar 
you are. \ 
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CHAT. AV. 


Advice upon, true and falſe Devotion. 


I. 
M Y Dear Children, know that falſe Devo- 
tion conſiſts in this, that you defire to be 
thought a Good, and _ an ; and true 
Deyorion, that you _ ly ſo. 


If you do nothing bur in the Sight of God, 
and nothing but for his ſake, you will cer- 
tainly be of the Number of truly Devour ; but 
there are few that have Motives ſo pure ; that 
Intereſt and Reputation have not ſome ſhare in 
what they do. = 


Then when you are about ro do ſome good 
Action, and have forſaken the World, per- 
haps you will not have forſaken your Far ; 
have a care thar a little ſelf-love and Vanity, 
be not in your Way when you do ir. 


I ſay further, have a care that when you 
have forgotten rhe World in your Memory, 
you do not.retain it in your Hearr ; and when 
you think you have abſolutely forſaken it, have 
a care that the World do not more live in you, 
than you in the wo | 

When 2 do a good deed with applauſe, 
it may loſe the half ot irs merir, becauſe it is al- 
- moſt impoſſible, rhar Nature will not alfo 
find irs Account; and that doing rhis good 
Deed, you be not puft up with the Repurarion 
2t brings you, — VI It 


as mAa oa JVXZHD © © 


” Aad<4Y OY? bad s« 


IC 


ſe, 
KY 


od 


Advice to Young Gentlemen. bo - 


: VL | | 
Ir is not ſufficient, that (ro be a good Man) 
you do no ill, bur you muſt do good. To 
do no 111, becauſe perhaps you are not in a 
condition 'to effect ir, or your Humour and In- 
clinations does not lead you toir; this is no 
great matrer ; there is neither Merit nor Vir- 
tae In 1t. 
| VIL 


There needs but one bad Inclination to 
make a Man Virious, but a great many good 
inclinations are neceſſary ro make a Man Vir- 
ruous ; for thar Reaſon there are few that are 
Virruous, but the number is great of thoſe 
that are nor fo. 

VIIL. 


It will be eafie- for you ro live withou 
Trouble or Sickneſs; if you do not love Glurt- 
tony and Drunkenneſs ; bur if you love Mo- 
ney, it will be difficult for you nor to be cove- 
tous, as its for them thar are brought up, and 
accuſtomed ro Pleaſures, ro renounce them for - 
eyer. \ | | 

IX. 

The Merir of an Action 1s greater by rhe 
Circumſtances and Morives that cauſed ir; thar 
is the Reaſon that he rhar givesa little, ſome- 
times gives more than he rthar gives a great 
deal more. 

X 


Of rwo Perſons that diſcourſe rogether of 
Virtue, he that ſpeaks moſt does not always 
ſpeak the beſt ; nor yer he rhar ſpeaks rhe beit, 
1s not always the moſt Virtuous Man; bur 
of the three, he rhat moſt defires ro be ſo, and 
that is moſt induſtrious ro become ſo, A Man 


cannot love and efteem Virtue, except he be a 
F 3 Pofſeffor 
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Poſſeſſor of it ; thar is the Reaſon he loyes it, 
and rhat he is always afraid ro lole ir. 
XI. 

A Woman loves Beaury, bur nor for the love 
ſhe bears ro Beauty, bur becauſe ſhe loves her 
ſelf ; thar is the Reaſon ſhe does nor love ir in 
others, and thar ſhe is jealous of thoſe thar are 
like her ſelf; ir is not the ſame with you. If 
you love Virtue in others, it is a Proof that 


you love your ſelf Jeſs than you love Virtue ; - 


and rhar it pleales you in all Perſons where 
you find ir. 
XIL 


Do- good withour regard what others wilt 
fay ; and never conſider what Reflexions others 
w1ll make.,, Do good becauſe you love it; 


and love it becaule ir is amiable, and becauſe 


you oughr to love it. 
XIII 
When. a good Man will do a good Deed, 
and- hide/ it from the fight of Men, he has God 
for a Wirneſs of the action; he ſees nothing 
| bur God; all abour him is nothing bur Air, 
thar neither makes him that acts change po- 
ſture or aCtion ; and one may ſay of thar Man, 
rhar the World is with him, but he- is nor 
with the World. 
."E XIV. 


A good Man, when in the Church he is 
ſeen by all ; he ſhuts nor his Eyes, nor looks 
more up to Heaven, nor is he long upon his 
Knees ; he contents himſelf with a modeſt our- 
ward appearance ;. that is enough for them that 
ſee him ; bur in the bottom of his Heart he 
gives himſelf up to the ſweer motions of Grace; 
he hearkens ro'God,' and adores his Greatnefs, 
his Power and goodneſs ; all that comes nor 
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to the Knowledge of them that ſee him, an 
that is it which he -——__ - E 


A good Man is always good ; if he change 
his manner of living, it is but to accommodate 
himſelf ro the place where he is, and rp the 


Employment he finds himſelf engaged in. He 


has always the ſame Thoughts, the ſame End, 
and the ſame Deſign; he only changes the 
Way ro go where he deires to go, and ſeeks 
our new means to ſerve God, and procure 
his glory. 
XVI. | 

A good Man that does good, and inſtructs 
others, 1s like a Morher that ears Bread and 
Mear, that with ir ſhe may feed her Child ; 
bur he thar is good only in appearance, and 
though he talks often of Virtue, yer one may 
ſay that this Hypocrite may be compared ro the 
Raven, that every day brought Bread and 
Fleſh to the Propher Elzas to feed him, with 
which ſhe did nor feed her ſelf. 

XVIL 

- If you propoſe, in ſome certain actions, an 
Honeſt and Chriſtian end, and do nor jſo in 
others, you. will be like the falſe Coiners, who 
to make a falſe piece paſs, cover it over with 
Gold or Silver, and give ir the ſtamp of the 


Prince. 
| X VIII. 

If you be indeed a good Man, you will al- 
ways agree with your ſelf, what you will do 
one day, you will do always, all your actions 
will have the ſame end ; you will nor hide 


your ſelf, or ſhew your ſelf more in one- action 
than in another ; you will always have the ſame 


Zeal, the ſame Prudence, and the ſame Mo- 
deſty. F 4 XIX. If 
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. XIX. 

If you be good only in m_—_— you will 

not always act upon the ſame Principle ; you 

will oftentimes rake from your actions and em- 

loymenrs rhe merit thar they might have had, 
hems you will never entirely be whar you 
ought ro be. I would fay, you will part and 
divide your ſelf; every thing within you will 


; be at variance and contradiction; your outſide 
will always gives rhe Lie ro whar your have in 


your Hearr, and you will be nothing like to 
what you appear to be. 
XX. 

To be a good Man in your Ecclefiaſtick ſta- 
tion, you muſt act otherwiſe than you do in 
your Secular Employments, or in a Married 
ſtare ; theſe different ſtations require a different 
manner of aCting ; ſuch a-Man would be a good 
Man, if he was bur a Lay Man, who does not 
enough to be ſo, having enter'd into the Pro- 
feſlion of a Clergy-man. Such a Lay Man 
does more than he ought to do. Neither the 
one nor the other are in the Ways where God 
has plac'd them, or it they be, the one walks 
in it two flowly, and the other roo ſwiftly ; 
the one ſtands ftill and turns back, the orher, 
by going too faſt, goes too far and loſes him- 


ſelf. 
+ © | 

The unhappineſsthar befalls choſe thar would 
live with Ronour and Probity, comes from this, 
that they do not take care to govern their Life 
and Actions according to their Profetiion. You 
fee Men rctired and entred into Religious Or- 
ders, and you rake your Model from them ; 
that is it which God does nor require of you, 
if .you be a Magiſtrate, or ſerve your Prince in 
his Armies, : > © © - 
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| XXII. 
The practice of Devorion in others general- 
ly pleaſes us, yer we do nor exerciſe our ſelves 
in the practice of ir in the ſtation we are in; 
this is the Reaſon that there are bur few good 
Men, becauſe there are few thar do what they 
ought ro do, and nothing but what they oughr. 


ro do. RE 
X XIII. 

Do not trouble your ſelf with the Morti- 
fications and Aufterities of others, bur always 
remember whar you are ; do not meaſure your 
own ſtrength by that of others ; whether you 
be a Man of the Robe, or of the Sword; do 
not pretend, by a falſe Zeal, ro live as a Bene- 
diain ; this fickle and fantaſtick Conduct will 
tnake you live neither like a Benedi&in, nor 
like a Man-of the Robe nor of the Sword. 

XXIV. 

The ſecrer of Devotion is never to urrer it, 
and not to make your ſelf known, by the ex- 
ceſs and extremity of making an' outward 


ſhow. , 
XV. 


An eafie and equal way of Life, is always a. 
Mark of grear Piery. ver do any thing 
extraordinary without Advice ; bur' it is not 
neceſſary ro take Advice to do extraordinary 
well in thoſe things which you are accuſtom- 


ed todo, and what you ſee others do. 
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CHA ©, XVI. 
Upon the ſame Subje@. 


T. 
M Y Dear Children, do nor think to ger 


Honour by your Devotion, nor exerciſe 
it to be ſeen, or to ſerve your Intereſts or De- 


figns. 
IL. 


There is a great difference betwixt a Good 
Man and a Devore or Zealor ; rhe one loves 
Virrue, and labours continually to acquire it ; 
the other defires only to appear ſo ; that which 
is done without making a ſhow, does nor pleaſe 
him, he is content ro be _ for a devour one. 

=: 

If you be truly Religious, you will ſpeak 
little of it, bur do much ; if you be nor in ef- 
fect whar you would ſeem ro be, you will ralk 
much, bur do little according to what you 


ay. | 


| IV. 
"If you are truly rouch'd with Piery, you 
will mortifie your ſelf as much as you can; . 
ou will be gentle and modett,. and you will 
= your ſelf; but if you are Pious only in* 
appearance, you will love only your ſelf, and 
ſeek your own Eaſe upon all occafions; you 
will be-querulous and impatient, and you will 
do any thing ro: ſatisfie your Ambition or your 
Curioſity. OE 

V. | 
If you be one of thoſe thar _ themſelves 


Devyours, you will defire ro be Honour'd,” and 
confiderd 


le 
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confider'd as ſuch by all ; thar is your defi- 
rable Character. You will be an irreconcile- 


able Enemy to all thar do nor give you the Ho- 
nour rhart you think is due to you; you will 


' be ſo wedded to your own Opinions, that you 


will always maintain them with Obſtinacy, and 
never acknowledge any ones Reaſon bur your 
own, ” 

I 


A good Man is always equal and juſt to all 
the World; but a Hypocrite is ſometimes 
pleas'd ſomerimes angry. He is offended ar all 
and pleas'd with none ; the one 1s good to his 
Servants, and takes great care of them in rheir 


Sickneſs, and rewards their Services ; the o- . 


ther is Paſſionate and Cholerick, and can ſuffer 
nothing,and upon the leaſt faulr rakes occaſion 
to turn his Servants away. 
VIL 
A truly upright Man is not hard to pleaſe 


in his Eating-and Drinking ; there is nothing 


good enough, nor well enough dreſs'd for the 
Hypocrire. The one, with care to be ſecrer, 
gives Alms, and does his good Works. The 
other does it in the ſight of the World, and 
boaſting of them ; the one thinks of pleaſing 
nothing but God, and the other nothing bur 


Men, | 
| VII. 
A Man when he cannor make himſelf con- 
fiderable in the World, oftentimes thinks to do 
ir by turning Devour and Religious, and rhar-. 
is eaſily done. HE®needs bur reform þis out- 
fide, topur on a ſevere and ſowrelook,to cenſure 
all Men, and to keep Company with rhoſerhar 
are Religious, or thoſe that ſeem ſo; ſo he 
that was known ro love the World, and was 
| remarkable 
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remarkable for his Vaniry and profuſeneſs, and 


perhaps for his Debauchery ; upon® a ſudden 
rurns his Tongue, and ſpeaks in the Tone of 


2 Devyour. 
| . IX. 


Perhaps you may object ro me, and ſay, whar 
then is there no Repenrance for thoſe that have 
been carried away, and ſeduced by rhe Pleaſures 
of rhe World 2 God forbid that I ſhould have 
fuch a Thought ; there 1s afſuredly a Way left 
ro return, bur it is not ſo eafie; a Man will 


not- ſo eaſily find God __ he hath.ſoughr ſo 


Your greateſt troubles are cauſed by your 
{ll Habits, and your ungovernd Paſlions ; to 
find eaſe of theſe Troubles, you oughr nor tro 
ſeek ir in your Country-Houſes of Pleaſure, 

nor in great Offices and Employments, or in the 
Confidence you may have in your Friends ; theſe 
Remedies will always be roo feeble for ſo great 
Evils. If you enter into your ſelf, and there 
ſearch forthar which you cannot find any where 
elſe ; perhaps you will find there a Sedirious 
Revolr wn a Domeſtick War. You will ſee 
all in trouble and in Arms ; and you will ac- 


knowledge, that you have no greater Enemies 


than your ſelf. 
XI. : 

Whar therefore muſt you do in this deplo- 
rable juncture? you muſt have recourle ro 
God, he muſt be your only Refuge ; bur ro 
have him favourable ro yoy, you muſt have 
recourſe unto him with gre earneſtneſs, with 
great Love and Faith. 
XII. 

To have recourſe ro Gad on this manner, is 
not to devore your {elf ro God by Habit and 

| | Profeflion, 
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Profeſſion, and make Religion a Refuge in 
your Loſſes and Diſgraces, nor to be deycur 
for your Worldly Ro, .or your Vanity.” 

Many things are permitted ro the Devour, or 
Voraries, which are refuſed ro thoſe that are 
not confider'd as ſuch ; they are always in the 


practice of good Works. always in the com . 


pany of good and pious Perſons; they hear no- 
thing talk'd of bur Love and Charity, and up- 
on theſe things they furm an Idea of their own 
Piery and Merit {5 and this Devore that looks 
upon himſelf as no more ſubject to humane 
Frailties, falls oftentimes into a Pride like thar 
of the falln Angels. 
XIV. 


The firſt thing that this falſe Devote does, © 


is to ſeek out a \Director that is nor roo ſe- 
vere, and complics a little with his Infirmiries ; 
this Devore looks upon himſelf as a publick 
Perſon, tor whoie ſatery all the World ought 
ro be concern'd, and who ought ro be look'd up- 
on with more reſpe& than others ; he is fo 
conceired with the Service he renders to the 
Poor and to the Church, that he perſwades 
his Director to the fame, who in this Vow 
governs him on all occaſions, fo thar this Vo- 
tary and Religious Perſon lives ar his Eaſe, and 
ſuffers nothing repugnant to his Nature. 


So it is of a Votary, as of a good Wir, both 
have their juſt value ; ro be a Man of Probirty, 
and of good ' Underſtanding, he muſt be well 
furniſhed both with the one and the other. 
XVI. 

If you be truly Religious and Devour, you 


ſhould ſeem to the World nct ro be to ; Humi- 


lity 
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liry is the Seal and effential Proof of true Pie- - 
ry. Devotion tm Hipocrites, is like the Duſt 
that the Wind carries away every Hour ; and 
in the truly Pieus, it is like a Tree thar hath 
taken deep Root, that the Winds and ſtorms 


cannot remove. 
XVIE. 


When I ſpeak of the Devores of one forr, 
and deſire you ſhould nor be of the number, 
do nor miſtake me, and think I ſpeak againſt 
rrue Devotion, bur againſt the pretended one 
of Hypocrires ; my intention is nor ro decry 
true Piety, ir cannot be roo much or roo of- 
ten praiſed,” and no Tongue is ſufficientro ſhewy 
its value ; my deſign is only ra make you un- 
derſtand a falſe Devorion ; that is, a Worldly 
and Feigned ene, and that you be not deceiy-' 
ed by it. | 

| | XVIII. 

. Nothing does ſo much prejudice to rrue Pie- 
ty, as the falſe Zeal of thoſe that make a - 
Trade of it;| their Vanity, Avarice, and De- 
ceit, is the cauſe rhar the ſame Faulrs are-un- 
juſtly charged upon the truly Humble, Up- 
right,and Charitable. | - 

XIX. 


The difference of the rrue and falſe De- 
votion, is the ſame with rhat of a Natural and 
a Painted Beauty ; the one wirhour care or 
Artifice, always appears what it is ; the other 
is nothing bur fair Red and White laid on, 
which when omitted for haſte, or forgerful- 
neſs, cannot have the eftecin that ir had obrain- 
ed before by their means. 

XX. "2 

If you have true Piery, ir will always 
be raken for ſuch, withour your care to 
| make 


vv 3 


I muſt think thax it is better to be a Liberrine, 
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make it appear ſo; and on the contrary, if 
your Devotion be feigned, you muſt always be 
upon your guard and watchful, ro make your 
ſelf paſs for what you really are nor. 

| XXI. | 

The truly and ſeemingly Pious, are often 
ſeen rogerher, and the likeneſs of- their our- 
ward behaviour, makes them ftrictly keep 
Company, and may be thought ro be well 
pleaſed with one agother ; the firſt have a 
good Opinion of thoſe which they believe 
like rhemielves, and the laſt would have their 
Friends and Kindred believe this good Opinion 
the firſt had on them. Charity is rhe Morive 
that unites the one, and Vanity or Intereſt the 
Motive that unites the other. 


XXII 


A falſe Devore is oftentimes a Covetous or 


Ambirious Man in diſguiſe, thar gives himſelf 
this good Name to hide his Avarice or Ambirti- 
on. Ycu mult have Judgment and Difſcrerion, 
not to miſtake the one for rhe other. 

XXIIL. 

A falſe Devore ſeems always whar he is nor, 
and almoſt never what he is; and to deceive 
the World, he takes the Counſel Feroboam gave 
to his Wife, to ſurpriſe the Prophet 4b:as, he 


. Changes his ourſfide, bur his Hearr is the ſame ; 


and as Rebecca gave to Facob the Garments of 


Eſau to deceive T/aac, to he takes the Gar- - 


ments of Facob to gain the eſteem of all thar ſee 


XXIV. 
Be upright always, bur never endeavour to 


.him. 


ſeem more upright than you are. Hypocrifie 


is a Vice hared both by God and Man; and 
than 
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than a Hypocrite, becauſe one repents ſooner 
than the other; and it is moreceaſfie for a Sin- 
ner to know himſelf in a diſorderly and un- 
godly Life, and to rerurn ; rhan in a falſe and 


pretended Piety ; of all Vices, Pride is that 


which God hates the moſt. 


# 


CH A P. XVI. 


Advice againſt Covetouſneſs, and all that 


relates to it. 


'F 


M Y Dear Children, there is a great diffe- 
rence berwixt a Frugal and a Covetous 
Man ; the one is a good manager, and knows 


how ro uſe rhe Riches God has given him, 
and nor. diifipate them ; rhe other condemns 
him for his Prudent Conduct, - and knows nor 
how ro make uſe of the Riches God has given 
him ; rhe one follows the Natural and Divine 
Lighr, thar reaches him ro uſe -all things with 
Prudence ; the other ſhurs his Eyes to thoſe 
Lights, and nor rruſting ro Divine Providence, 
and upon a neceſſity which he feigns, and which 


will never come to paſs, will not uſe whar he . 


has, leſt he ſhould wanr; nor believing that God 
will not forſake thoſe that rruſt in him. 

| II. | 

Experience makes us know, that great Rich- 

es does nor make a conrenred Mind, and that 

the more a Man has, the more he would have; 


- what Troubles and "orments will you caule in 


your ſelf, if all your Deſires are placed in heap- 
ing up Riches 2 Whar perplexities, fears, and 


Ditcon- 


> 9 A ky aw 


diſcontents will you always have, if you bend 
all your Thoughts 'upon adding Bag to Bag, 
and ro. fill your wane 

HI. 

The Coverous Man thinks hiniſelf happy; 
becauſe he poſſeſſes that which the World 10 
much' deſires z - bur never dreams rhar he heaps 
up a Treaſure of Anger for the day of Venge- 
ance, and rhar the Money that he keeps ſo 
cloſe, will riſe up againſt him in the Day of 
. Judgment. Becauſe, according to rhe Opinions 
of the Holy Fathers, the Covetous are in-ſome 
ſort Murtherers of thoſe rhey do nor relieve: 
and that they rake away the Lives of the Poor, 
by not giving them whar. is necellary -ro pre- 
ſerve it. Whar do[-fay! Ir is certain, ſome- 
times they are ſelf-murtherers, when they re- 
fuſe themſelves the neceſſaries of Lite, as they 
often do. bY 


When God forbids Luſts, he . does not mean 
the Luſfts of the Fleſh only, bur.alfo rhe immo- 
derare Deſire of Riches, a Defire rhar you can 
never enough fight againſt ; for-nothing is more 
ordinary than to form Deſires of this Nature, 
and ro make them wirhout ſcruple of Conſci- 
ence, f ED ye | 


Be nor you of the number of rhoſe that are 
more covergus than rhe. Fews,.that think that 
the heaping up of Riches is permitred them, and 
thar rhey . may-lawfully, on all occaſions, earch 


'the means' of becoming Rich. 


VI. 


I wiſhthat Experience may not convince you, * 


thar Ayarice'is a fertile Sin rhar brings forth ma- 
nay others. I deſire that Experience may not 
h make 
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make you know that Covetcuſneſs is the Foun- 
rain of all ſorrs of Vices ; in'truth it cannor be 
denyed bur that all Robberies and Thefrs, both 
ſecret and publick, all Murthers and Cruel- 
ries,are but the different ſtreams thar flow from' 
this Fountain. : | 

You cannot too much obſerve thar Avarice 
confounds and deſtroys all things ; ir is by rhar, 
that all the Principles of Religion are delpiſed, 
that the foundation of Juſtice is deftroy'd ; it 
is by that, that Judges do nor diſcern the 
Truth, and that the Advocates diſguiſe it; 
it is by that, that Widows and Orphans are op- 
preſt ; and laſtly, it is by that, thar we ſee fo 
many - Poor ſhamefully broughr ro the laſt ex- 
rremity. * VIII. | 

If it were not for Coverouſneſs, you ſhould 
not fee fo much Faith-breaking amongſt Mer- 
chants; ſo much deceit in Trade; fo much 
cheating ar Play ; ſo many falſe Bankruprs in 
Commerce ; fo- much Injuſtice ar the Bar, and 
fo much Symony in I 


Ir is Covetouſneſs rhat makes the Rich -ro 
ruin the Poor, and to ſeize their Goods ; if it 
were not for Covetouſneſs, every one would 
pay his Debts, and ir would be a pleaſure to 
afliſt rhe Poor and Sick. | 


You will diſgrace your ſelf by Coverouſneſs; 
your Servants will not ſuffer ir, . bur will quit 
you eyery day; you will prieve every one 
that you have to-do with, you will have no 
Friends; and ro ſpeak the truth in a word, 
you will be good for nothing, but -to be ſhut 
up in your Cloſer with your Counters, to 
". count how much you have ſpared and ſcraped 

up together. h _ XI, 
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« 4 ; 
If you be Coverous, you will be always dil- 
contefir, always murmuring, and always old 


before your time. 


If you be Coverous, you will be unſypport- 
' able to. your Wives and Children, re your Ser- 
vants, and ofrentimes to your {elves. You will 


rorment your ſelves, becauſe your Birth or Em- 
ploymenrs oblige you ro make a greater Ex- 
pence than you deſire. 

wh . XIII. 

If you be Covereus when you are to make a- 
ny extraordinary Expence, you will bea Week 


in refolving npon ir, and then will have need - 


of a Dozen ro comfort you after you have 


done it. 
XIV. 

Look upon Covyztouſneſs as a Vice. Hareful 
ro. all Perſons of B:rch and Wir; look upon Co- 
vetouſneſs as a Domettick Evil, rhbart troubles 
rhe Peace of all rhe Family, and does not give 
a moment of quter ro rhoſe rhart are ſubje&s ro 


ic. 

Take pleaſure-in the managament of Maney, 
bur nor 1n the heaping ittup; itis a Pleafure. 
ro make an Expence proportionable to what a 
Man has, þur ir is not one to fir down, and eye- 
ry Day to count _—_— as has. 


To whart purpoſe is ir that your Coffers are 
full of Gold «nd Silver, it you make no uſe of 
it 2 And i the more yon have, the more you 


' defire to have; if you be Rich no orherwiſe 


bur in this manner, one may wetl ſay, chat you 
paſſe thar which you have nor, and that you 
G3 have 
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have what you- poſſeſs not ; and thar by Con- 
ſequence, ir is your Coffers thar are. Rich, and 
nor you, and that the Gold you have. does nor 


make you more Happy, than if it was yet in 


the Bowels of rhe Earth. 

' XVII. 

If you be Rich on this faſhion, your De- 
fires will lead you till ro hoard np, and not to 
rouch what you have gather'd, and ſo you will 
labour. Day and Night for your Cofters, and 
nor for your ſelf, and you will enrich them ar 


your own expence. 
X VIII. 


And when you are Rich in this manner, your 
\ Cares, your. Troubles and Diſcontents will ear 
you to the Heart, and make yon Old to thar 
degree, that all Men will judge you to be 
Twenty or Thirty Years older than you real- 


iy are. 
+ © - 


It you water a ſandy Ground, it will not- 


appear leſs dry ; if you lay more Wood upon 
the Fire, it will nor extinguiſh ir, bur make ir 
burn more fiercely ; it is the ſame of Cove- 
rouſne!s, the more one heaps up, the more he 
deſires it ; and the inſatiable defire of having, 
will nor diminiſh, neither becauſe you augment 
your Treaſure every Day, nor becauſe you 
poſſeſs it. os - 8 

When you have Money in your Coffers, and 
do not make uſe of ir, you are neither Maſter 
nor Pofſeflor of it, bur only the Keeper. You 
will nor haye the Pleaſure that the Enjoyment 
of your Riches would give you ; you will on- 
ly have the trouble and pains of gathering of 
tem, and the fear of lohng them, 


XXI, If 
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- XXL 

If you be Covetous, you will value nothing 
lory will have no ſhare 
in your Deſigns ; you will never conſult them 
in whatſoever you undertake ; ' and you will 
think you will ſteal' from your ſelf wharſoever 
you give to others; and whatſoeyer you allow 
to your ſelf more than neceſfaries, 


Om 


Am 


a 


CHAP XV 
Advice upon Panity and true Glory. 


L. 

M Y Dear Children; I know a Man of Qua- 

lity, who paſſes for an Infolent and Proud 
Man with thoſe that do not know him ; and I 
aſſure you that never Man was leſs ſo than he ; 
his fine Liveries, his ſplendid Equipage, and 
number of Servants, and his high looks do him 
wrong ; When a Man is acquainted with him, 
he finds him upon all occaſions very civil, fami- 
liar, and obliging, and one half Hours Conver- 
ſation gives the lie to all theſe appearances, and 
deſtroys all rhe qpcnge x a Man has entertain'd 
of him. I ſpeak not of this Man, but to ape 
prove in you ſuch Qualities, that you are not 
proud bur of your Birth, good Behaviour and 
Merit; and that theſe Advantages ſhould al- 
ways be maintain'd by your Civiliry and Com- 
plaiſance with all the World ; and that rhis 
thould make you eſteem'd and belov'd of all; 
therefore the Advice I have to give you upon 
this point, is, that you always preſerve, as you 
do, ſuch an outward Deportment as they ought. 
F; 


' 
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ro have thar are well Born, and that it always 
be accompanied wirh a . civitiry thar appears 
natural in you, and which all the World. have 
reaſon ro approve. RE, 
IL. | 

A Man ſhould not be thought vaitj, becauſe 
he appears. ſo; he ſhould not be confider'd as. 
ſuch, bur when his Words and Actions tnake 
him known that he is really fo. - 

#{IT. 

There is ſo ſrict a connexion betwixt Civi- 
lity and Humiliry, thar they are almoſt inſepa- 
rable; ir is for that Reaſon thar Sr. Bernard 
aſſures us that rhey are rwo Siſtgrs; the one 
hides her ſelf as much as ſhe can, and retiring 
into the botrom of the Hearr, never deſires to 
appear, or to be raken notice of; the other ro 
the contrary, makes her ielf known ar all times, 
and gives indifferently to allche World Proofs 
of what ſhe is; the tame may be ſaid of Pride 
and Vanity ; they are very ſeldom one withour 
the other, rhoughohe of them hides ir felf upon 
all occaſions, rhe other ſhews her ſelf every 
MOomenr. 
| | IF.. 

No Man'defires ro bc thought vain ; it is a 
Faulr thar a Man rakes care to hide from him- 
ſelf, bur he is nor atham'd ro be taken for a - 
proud Man, or for 'a Man that wauld be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from others ; and one who thitks he 
deſerves to be taken norice of for whar he is, a 
Man of Worth and av 2 LE De th 


Ir is eafie ro judge whether a Man be Vain 
or no, when a Man does nor pay hint all rhe 
Reſpect thar he thinks his-due ; his Pride ra- 
king offence, makes his Vanity appear ; the 


One 


— 
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one comes to help the other, to give a perfect 
Idea of him, which one defires ro know. 
| V1. | 

If we were not almoſt all of us unjuſtly per- 
ſwadcd of our own merit,we ſhould always di- 
ſcover inothers ſome Virtue that we our ſelves 
want; and we ſhould always find Reaſons to 
ſubmir ro them ; but we are ſuch partial lovers 
of all thar is in us, or of all that comes from us, 
that we believe (when any one praiſes another) 
he ſteals our own Praiſes, and pives them rv 
him. I ſhall think you happy if you donor find 
this faulr is your ſelf, or rhar ir be nor really 
in you. | 

DE VII | 

It is a miſtake to imagin, that we cannor do 
an action thar is taken notice of, except we be 
moved to it by Vanity ; every one may make 
himſelf known according tothe Employment he 
is in, without rhe Thoughrs of being praiſ- 
ed and applauded for it. The joy of pertorm- 
ing his Dury well, is a ſufficienc reward for 
one who ſeeks to acquit himſelf -with Honour, 
and: never deſires ro carry the Fame of it fur- 
chcr. 

VIIL 

It is of good ations in reſpect of Vaniry, as 
of parience-in reſpect ro Peace of Mind 3 when 
a Man is accuſtom dto {uffer without complain- 
ing, and when a Man enjoys himſelf in his Sor- 
rows and Afflictions, aud the quier of his Mind 
is not diſturb, it 1s the fame of performing 
good actions withour Vanity, and making a 
Habit of it ; Uprightneſs and Honeſty are na- 
ruralliz'd in us, and are turn'd into our Sub- 


ſtance, and become the Rule of all we do. 
G 4 = - | 
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| IX. 

Ff you have ſuckr in greatneſs with your 
Milk, and thar the Air thar you breath in, be 
an Air full of Reſpect thar is due to you from 
your high Birth; think oftentimes thar you 
are Men, .and that Men are ſubject ro a Thou- 
ſand Frailties like others ; do not make your 


ſelf drunk with what flatters the Fleſh and the 


Senſes, and do not applaud your ſelf for your 
great Riches, Birth, and ſeeming Happineſs ; 
enter into your ſelf from time to time, and 
there learn Chriſtian Leſſons ; learn ro humble 
your ſelves before God, when all Men cry you 
up before the World. 4, 


X. 

You may be Rich and confiderable by your 
Birth, or by your Places, withour being vain 
as you may be brought low and poor withour 
being humble. NE 

Xl. 

Vanity is of, all Countries, and no Country 
is ſtrange to her; ſhe has been and will be in 
all Ages, and all ſorts of Governments ; and 
ſhe will be found to the end of the World in 
all Profeſſions ; it is bat the manner of being 
Rich or Poor will make you Humble or-Vain. 

. XII. 

Humility and Modeſty are nor always con- 
find to Cloyſters or Solitndes, rhey are found 
ſomerimes in the Palaces of Princes, and in the 
middle of Courts ; and there they draw to them 
the greateſt eſteem, where rhey find rhe greateſt 
oppoſition ; where all fight againſt them , they 
triumph over all. ; 2 

X7I.. | 

Praiſe ought to be confider'd as the Shadow 
of a good action, it follows it and does nor 

; £0 


go before ir ; ſo that he rhat does a good action 
that he may be praiſed for it, reverſes the or- 
der of things, and puts thar before which ſhould 
come behind. | 
_ 
Man is ſo propenſe to Vanity, that he often 


ſeeks Honour from the Vaniry of another, and. 


ſometimes makes himſelf the Author of a Song 
or Madrigal, which he never made ; and they 
that are deceived, not knowing the Author, are 
not in the humour ro make enquiry, and to con= 
vince him -f being falſe in a trifle of this narure_ 

The glory that Men of the Wor!d- ſearch 


with ſuch earneſtneſs, is for the moſt part ſo 


ill eſtabliſhed, and of fo little dnration, rhar 
Ir cannot better be compared to any thing. than 
to what appears in a Dream, or upon a Thea- 
ter; a Dream paſſes, and a Comedy ends, and 


there ſcarce remains any Memory of them. 


So many Heathen Philoſophers have given 
us Examples of deſpifing glory ; that ir is 
amazing that we can make it the Object of 
our Vows and Wiſhes. "Thoſe Philoſophers 
ought to be always before our Eyes, and tho' 


- dead, oughr to inſtruct us, and inſpire us with 


Thoughts capable ro make us aſhamed of thoſe 
we have had, and of thoſe which yer we may 
have. 

XVIT. 


Sometimes we condemn Vain-glory, bur yet 


we love ir, and purſue it like to Rivers which 
fly themſelves, and ar the ſame time follow 
themſelves; weare fo filled with Vanity, thar 
we flie our ſelves, and ſeek our ſelves, and do 
not find our ſelyes contented either with the 
one or the other XVIII, We 
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XVIIE. 

We fiy Pride under its own Name, but give it 
more ſpecious and honeft Names, and then run 
after ir; and, in a word, we diſguiſe it ſo to 
our ſelves, thar ir no longer frights us, bur we 
love it without @ruple; and- even ſo we de- 
ceiye our ſelves with Pleaſure, and are. ſworn 
Enemies to Pride, if our own Words may be 


——————  — — —  — 


T=_ IA IWS. 


the delight of our Hearrs. 
_—_ _ 
Ser nor $00 great a value upon the cfteem of 
Men and their Praiſes, for in this they are very 
capricious; the true Reward of a good action 
1s, thar you have done it, the reſt depends up- 
on the Mind, and intereft of thoſe it relates to; 
one will fee it by a falſe Light, another ſees 
[| It as it 18, bur perhaps, through Envy, will nor 
| ſpeak of it as he ought. 
| XX. 
| Our Religion reaches ns, that we ould nor 
ſer our Love upon Worldly Honours, nor its 
Kt Praiſes; it reaches us to fly all the Thonghtrs 
Worley: of Vanity thar it may inſpire us with ; it reach- 
if! es you not to applaud your own Conduct, nor 
ro value your own merit; 1t teaches you not 
to look - upon what . you have done as any 


WH 08 and ſer you above others. 

{31.18 | XXT. 

410188 Religion reaches you nor to conſider your ſelf 
with a ſccrer complaiſance, and not ro wiſh that 
others may have Thoughts to your Advantage, 
and not to trouble your ſelf and be tranſported 
againſt thoſe rhar are nored not ro comply with 
Vou 1n Your pretended” merit. 


XXq1. This 


believ'd ; but we make 1t all our care, and 


07:0! thing extraordinary, that ſhould diſtinguiſh you - 
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XXII. 

This fort of Spirit will hinder you from rai- 
fing your ſelf upon the ruin of others ; this will 
hinder you from regarding thoſe things thar 
may diftinguiſh you from others, as the advan- 
rages of your Birth and Wir; and this will ob» 
lige you ofrentimes ro caſt, an Eye upon your 
own defaults. 

X XIIL 

This Spirit teaches you to value the good 
thar you do, and not the: praites thar attend ir ; 
it reaches you not to fee your ſelf by a falſe 
Light, and not ro withdraw your ſelf from 
the rrue Light, to the end thagall your actions 
may appear to be no other than whar really they 
are. 

XXIV. 

Sv many Perſons of Quality, of Wit, and 
Merit, have renounced the glory of the World ; 
and by a generous diſdain all thar could be con- 
fiderd in it. This may make an impreflion up- 
on your Hearts; this thar I fay ro you now, 
is but an Eccho, ro repeat to you here that 
which ſo matiy brave actions have ſaid, and 
made fuch a noiſe when they have bcen bla- 
zor'd abroad in the World. 

| XXT. 

The more you dcipiſe the Honours and 
Praifes of the World, the more you will be 
eſteemd ; Men will give you that with plea- 
ſure, which you retute by your Virtue ; and 
then the value they have for you, will come 
from the Heatt, and will not erid in the out- 
ward Proofs of a reſpect that is forc'd, or in 


ſtudied aftected, and extravagant praiſes. 


X XVI. De« 


1 
11 ts XXVI.. |: 
i F Know ye that there is more Honour to a Man | + 
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XXVT. 
Delighr in fearing God, and living according 
to the Dictates of your Conſcience, and not in 
your Birth, Employments, or Riches. Value 
your ſelves leſs upon' being perſons of Quality, 
than upon your making your ſelves appear tuch 
by your Life and Behaviour ; which you ſhould 
take care thar it be always civil and obliging: 
make ir your glory, that your Civilities and | | 
good Offices that you render to all, ſhould - 
more make you known who you are, than your 
Equipage and number of your Servants, 
. ( 


NOTTS 


of Quality, ro' be familiar with thoſe that are | : 


! inferior in Birth, than ro -carry himſelf. with Þ} 


Pride and diſdain rowards his Inferiours. 


XXVITI. 


IR Be you always per{waded,that true Honour - 
[IN confiſts chiefly in deſpiſing it, and doing your 


Dury civilly and obligingly, withour expecting 
Praiſe or Reward. In a word, there is no 
Man ſo full of Honour, and makes ſo good 


4/18 h uſe of it, as he that defpiles it the moſt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Advice upon Raillery. 


T. 


MY Dear Children, it is ſeldom rhar - 


aillery is not offenſive, and therefore 
by conſequence ofren has ill effects. 


i / | 
Of all-Railleries, thoſe thar may be made 
of Princes and Soveraigns, ought moſt ro be 
avoided, You cannot be roo cautious in this 
point ; there is always caule to repent of ſuch 
a Liberry, when you rake ir, agd give not the 
reſpect due to them. 


| TIT. 
Hiſtory reaches us, that the Emperour Do- 
mitian, Who lived in the end of the-firſt Age, 


led a Life ſo idle and effeminate, thar when he - 


retired into his Cloſer, he employed his time in 
catching Flies, and killing them with a Bodkin, 
as Children do Waſps; this gave occaſion to 
the Anſwer thar -one Vibius Criſpus made to 
one of his Acquaintance, who came to the Pa- 
lace ro make his Court ; and asking whether 
any one was with the Emperour, he anſwer'd, 
no not ſo much as a Flie. The Anſwer was plea- 
ſanr and witty, bur I muſt tell you ir coft 
him dear, 
IV. 

How imprudent ſoever you may bs in this 

poigr, have a particular care you do not rally 


the 


of, is like a Woman full of Paint and Parch- 


94 Advice to Toung Gentlemen, 
the faults of your Parents or Friends ; if you 


obſerve any, forbid your Eyes the ſeeing 
them, or your Tongue ſpeaking of them. 


V. 

If you ſer your {ſelf up for a Railer, 
you will be an Enemy ro your own Repurz- 
tion and quier; a Man that fers himſelf to 
rally, parts Arms in the Hands of thoſe that 
he diverrs himſelf with, and oftentimes re- 
ceives more Blows than he gives. 


| FI. | 
After you have rallied in a Company, and 
gone out of it, you are no ſooner departed 
from ir, bur they will examin you from Head 


to Foot ; and one thar has not ſpoke a Word 


while you was preſent, will rear you with his 
Teeth when you are gone, and in the mean 
time you may be ſure that none will rake your 
Part; none will excuſe yon, or be ſorry for 
you ; to the contrary, the moſt reſerved by 
his Silence will ſeem ro condemn your Beha- 
Viour, aud approve of whar is ſpoken of you. 


VII. | 

It may be 1{aid of a Man that hears raillery, 
thar he is a Man of Wir, bur . the contrary of 
him thar makes it; rhe one makes a Bufi- 
neſs -of his Wir, . and withour reaſon ; the other 
is Wiſer, and draws himſelf our of ir; the 
one 1s blamed by every one, the other praiſed 
by #8 © 


MO FRE 
He thar rallies withour being raken norice 


&5, 
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es, far from pleaſing, is deſpis'd, and every 


one takes care ro avoid his Company. 


. IS. : 

Ir is true, that oftentimes the tone and man- 
ner that -one rails with, is the Reaſon that they 
excuſe him and are not offended at him ; bur 
at the ſame time ir muſt be agreed, that fome- 
rimes they thar are. rallied, or thoſe preſenr, 
have not rhe Judgment ro underſtand the man- 


ner, but rather confider what was ſaid, than 


the manner of ſaying ir. 


X. 
There is nothing in my Opinion, wherein 
you can do your ſelf fo much Wrong, as to 


ſer up for a Profeſſor of Raillery ; if once 


you give your ſelf this Reputarion, you will 
loſe the confidence of your Friends, and the e- 
fteem cf all Perions of Honour, None will 
value thoſe who make ir all rheir Defign, and 
all rheir Aim, ro paſs for a Wir and Raller, 
and ro divert himſelf at orher Mens Coſts. No= 
thing appears ſerious, nothing honeſt, or al- 
lowable 1n ſuch a Defign. | 


| XL. . 

If you rally with Wir, you will make E- 
nemies with your Wir, bur they will be ne- 
vertheleſs your Enemies; and you will never- 
theleſs make them think, that your Wir is nor 
capable of any rhing, berrer ; and make rhem 
believe that all the ſtrengrh and quickneſs of 

our Wir has no further -aim, nor catinor go 
ucther than a trifling injurious pleaſantry. 


XII There 
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AT _ | 

There are ſome, who ro give themſelves the 
Liberry of rallying, and rhar none ſhould 
deny -1r them, begin with themſelves, and firſt 
turn themſelves into Ridicule. This is to buy 
this liberty very dear. I befeech you do not 
you purchaie it ar that Rare. | | 
| | XTIT. 5:0 

A Man of my Acquaintance, much given 
to Raillery, borh. by Inclinarion and: Cuſtom, 
begun to play his part as ſoon as he'came into 
Company, and ſaid a Hundred pleafant:rhings 
of his own Noſe, and other parts of tis Face ; 
and after that he though all things would be 

rmitred him, and no: peſo: eſcaped him ; 
o truth: there was-more to be ſaid againſt 
;B&5rhour apd Wir of the Man, than againſt 
Bt. Eyes, . or ſhape of his Face; he 
a hinfeclf obnoxious to all Men of Senſe 
M1 Reaſon, and that underſtood- Converſari- 
ON. | | 


__ XIV. 

If you give your ſelf the Air and Humour 
of a Rallier in all Companies ; Men will nor 
believe you capable of any Secret or any Buſi- 
neſs; they will fear, and not without Reaſon, 
that you will rurn all rhart is ſerious and of con- 
ſequence into jeſt and pleaſantry ; rhey will ne- 
ver ask your Advice upon Marriage, .or any 
Employment that may . preſent ir ſelf ; they 
will perſwade themſelves that nothing ſolid 
or ſerious will agree with your Wir. 


XV. 


In a well eſtablih'd Goyernment, Raillery 
ought 


" © ©? ep, 4 mos 
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ought to be baniſhed ; ir is'a Peſt thar infects 
and corrupts thouſands thar might do the Spare. 
and Publick good Service. This Peſt is ſo much 
the more dangerous, and ſpreads ir ſelf more 
eafily, becauſe ir always appears pleaſant and 
agreeable. ' 


 . 

If theſe Railers were not applauded, the 
Race of theſe Idle and ill-contriv'd Wits, would 
ſoon be exrerminared, and Converſation would 
become more eafie and more honeſt, 


| XVII. 

By accuſtoming your ſelf to rally, you will 
loſe the efteem you ought tro have for them 
with whom you live, and you will fancy a 
falſe Idea of your own Merit and PerfeCtions ; 
the oue is againſt Civiliry and ,Chariry, the 
other againſt Juſtice and I ruch. + Ne 


AFES. : 

The more you are above others by your Birth, 
Riches, or Employment, the more wary you 
ſhould be how you difpleaſe or anger them ; 
the. Rank you are placd in above others, does 
nor give you right to deſpiſe really or affront 
them ; they dare nor offend you, becauſe they 
tear you ; do not gffend them, rhar they may 
love you. ES 


- 


XIE. --- : 
There are many that applaud themſelves when 
they have exerciſed a fine piece of Raillery and 
Wit ; bur for certain, you will be- better plea- 
led with your ſelf, than they are, when you 
abſtain fromir; and have ſacrificed ſome . 
FR Words 
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Words ro the. Reputation of others, which 
will be” more to your own Honour, and the 


ſatisfaction of your Conſcience. 


—_ C—_— 


CHAP. XX 


Of Charity and Alms which ought to be 
|  perform*d to the Pocr. 


. | T. 
Y Dear Children, Alms is a good Work, 
that cannor be deny'd ; but you muſt do 
this good work rightly, if you will make it 
acceptable ro God, and profitable to your ſelf. 


IL. ; 
You oughr not to truſt ro your Alms you do, 
as if they ſhould licenſe you to continue in your 
diſorderly living. You, ought not to purchaſe, 
if I may ſo ſpeak, this impunity by a libera- 
liry which does nor coft you much, and which 
your own Intereſt induc'd yon ro; your Alms 
oughr to be the proof and the effect of rhe Con- 
verſion of your Hearr ; and to ſupply the want 
of Zeal and fervour in the mortification of your 
ſelves; rhey oughr to be as the: Golden Key 
that opens the Gate of Heaven. 


- E-. 
The ſacred Scripture reaches us, that he is 
Happy thar has Pity on the Poor; it is there- 
fore eafie ro make your ſelves Happy for ever, 


 Ence it is natural -to fuccour thoſe thar are in 


Miſery. And why ſhall you he Happy 2 Be- 
cauſe you ſhall have good Advocates, and pow: 
: erfu 
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erfu]- Inrercefſors in Heaven ; the Alms that 
you give to the Needy ſhall ſpeak continu- 
ally for you. : LUTET] ; 


IV. 

The Sacred Scripture reaches us farther, that 
none can believe in God, and make profeſſion 
of being a'Chriftian, withour loving of Mercy ; 
ir appears by rhis Expreflion, thar you ough 
not only ro give Alms bounrifully, bur. char 
= ſhould rake-pleaſure in doing it, and ſeek 
for occaſions to do it. | ak 


\ £ | 

A Father of rhe Church affutes us, that we 
cannot be pleasd with giving Alms, except we 
be verily perſwaded, that the good we do to 
others, we do' ro our ſelves; and that we give 
to our ſelves what we give ro others in their _ 
Neceffity ; and thar we-pur a lictle Earth in 
the Hands ,of the Poor, by which we gain 


Heaven, 


= VI: 

If you' have Faith, you will do your ſelf 
Honour and Pleaſure, in ſuccouring the Word 
incarnate in the Perſons of rhe Poor, who are 
his Members. a 

- | VIE. 

Whar joy and glory ought it to be, to give 
to him who has given to us all that we have, 
and who has made us all that we are. 

_ SS -_Þ 

When' you' refuſe the Poor thar ask of you,: 
you do- great wrong to yout ſelyes ; for the 

FÞ 2 Seriprurs 
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Scripture poſitively ſays, that ro do Charity to 
the Poor and Sick, is to lend to rhe Lord up- 
on great Intereſt, who will certainly pay a- 
gain what 1s lent him. | 


IX. 

God forbids us to lend ro Men upon Ulury, 
bur he nor only permits us, but connnands us 
to do it to him: Uſury, in. regard ro Men 
is Criminal, and puniſhed with eternal Death ; 
and ro the contrary, our Uſury, in regard to 
God, is innocent and profitable, of which a 
happy life, that never ſhall have an end, is 
the infallible Reward. 

God has no need of your Money, it is he 
that gives us all we have, bur the Poor have 
need of it ; and when you give Almsto the Poor, 
God receives them by their Hands ; the Poor 
cannot render what you give them, and can 
make no other acknowledgment than ro Pray 
_ for you ;. which when they do, they fay ar it 
were, O Lord God, we have received ſome Mo-. 
ney, we can never. pay it - 5 good God pay 
zt for us, if you pleaſe. He is good Security ; 
you give Credit to a Man, ifa Rich Man 
Security for him; . with greater Reaſon you 
ought to truſt God, when he obliges himſelf ro 
repay What is advanced upon his Promiſe and 
SCCUrity. 


Do XI. 
The Poor have a right ro the temporal 
Goods of the Rich, as well as the Rich have 
a right ro rhe Spiritual Goods of the Poor ; 


they depend reciprocally the one on the other. 
| The 
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The Poor have recourſe ro the Rich, ro ſuc- 
cour them in this Life ; rhe Rich have recourſe 
ro the Poor, ro obtain in rhe other World, by 
their Prayers, the pardon of their Sins. 


| XII. _ | 
You'are therefore oblig'd by Juſtice and In- 
tereſt ro.give Alms ; by Juitice, . becauſe Tem- 
poral Goods being given by the 1:beral Hand 
of God to all Men ; the firong oughr to affift 
the weak, the Sound the Sick, and rhe Rich 
the Poor. | 


XIII. 

. You are oblig'd by Intereſt to give Alms, to. 
the end that you ſhould obtain from God 
thoſe Graces thar he harh placed in the Hands 
of the Poor, and by this means you labour ro 
work our your Salvation, which is of- 
tentimes affixed tothe Works of Mercy. .. 


| XIV. | 

He that is ready to have Mercy, is happy, 
ſays the Wiſe Man; behold the Reaſon is, 
thar God judges the actions by che Principles 
from whence they come; rhe bortom of rhe 
Heart of him that gives is known to him; and 
thar is: the Reaſon that ſmall Alms given with 
true Zeal, is more acceptable to him than great 
given without Love. 


XV. 
The joy and chearfulneſs with which you 
vive, will augmeur the Valuc, and” give rbem 
a Merit whereof God aloue-is the Judge. 


3: . Ny 
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| XVI. | 

You may aſſure your felf, you cahnor be 
good Men unleſs you give Alms,for it is efſen- 
tial ro Virtue; the more Piery you have, the 
more you give to the Poor ; the more you are 
known by your Chriſtian Practices, the more 
you will diſtinguiſh your ſelf by Almg. 


XVII. 

You give what you have to the Poor, that 
you may receive what you have not; this Com- 
merce is equally profirable ro both; wirhour 
the Alms that you give, you will die in im- 
penitence; withour the Alms rhar are received 
the Poor would die'in want ; ſee how God 
provides ſor all by his infinite goodneſs. 


| XVIII Þ 
, Ir is glorious for Perſons of Qualiry to pre- 
fer the care of the Poor, before thar of their 
Greatneſs and their Pleaſures. The more Pi- 
ery you have, the more you will reflect up- 
on whar I have ſaid; and the more you make 
= ag upon 1t, the more will you profit 
Py If. | | 
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CHAP. Xml: 


Advice 'upon Sincerity in Words, and the 
IWay to know when we ſhould ſpeak, and 
when we ſhould be /lent. 


I. 

M Y Dear Children, ſo much as a Man by 

- his corrupted Narure loves diſguiſe and 
lytmg ; ſo. much when he acts by Grace and 
Honour does he love 'Trueh and Sinceriry ; 
as Purity ought ro raign in us. in every 
thing, ſo Truth ought ro be Miſtreſs nor on- 
ly of our Hearts and Minds, bur alfo of all 
rhat appears in us, or comes from us ; thar is, 
our Words ought always to agree with our 
Thoughts and Actions, and there ſhould be 
nothing within us, that gives it ſelf the Lye. 


| W. 

Never ſpeak againſt the Truth ; bur you 
ought not always ro ſpeak ir; you ought on. 
ſome oceaſions, ro keep ir ſecrer, as a thing 
you are oblig'd nor to reveal in ſach Caſes ; 
you may conceal the Truth, and nor ſpeak 
ir, bur in no caſe diſguife and lye. 


*. 
HL” | 
Sincerity harh always been efteemed by all 


the World; it hath always been regarded as 


the part and Character of an Honeſt Man. 
-- IV, pd 

 Pythagoras us'd to ſay, that the Gods had gi- ' 

ven two conſiderable Graces ro Man, in giving 

| | 4 ' wm 
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him the power to be ſincere, and tro do good 
Offices to his Friends. 


| V. 

If we ſhould be all heard ro-ſpeak, there 
is notane of us bur would ſay we are fincere, 
and deſire others ſhould be ſo with us, in 
the mean time, there are few of -us thar are ſo 
in effett ; and rhoſe thar are paſs for -impru- 
dent, and ſuch as do not know how to liye, 


VI. : 

Of all thar concerns ſinceriry, rhe Name 
only is belovd; to be ſincere, ro ſpeak ac- 
cording ro the 'World, is to ſay all that we 
can think, and more; when we praiſe any 
thing ; bur upon a thing that may be con- 
demned, we ſpeak with prudence and cir- 


cumſpection. 
VII 


A Man cannot tco much praiſe a Man 
whom he likes, and in this point one cannot 
| be roo ſincere; but when you blame him 
never ſo little, and 'paſs rhe bounds of fince- 
rity, you grieve him, you offend him. 


VIII. 

If you follow the Br2ctices of the Age, he 
rhar has nor Wit Enough ro appear ſincere in 
fartering you dextetonufly, will have no great 
Credir with you nor eſteem ; you would nej- 
ther :2ve Mea #ncere 2 Truth, nor Flatrerers 
in appear?rice. You would have Men fincere 
according to the t-thion, and as they are ordi- 
narily, in the. j:acrice of the Age; rhart 1s, 
Men thar are piudent and cautious in telling 
; | you 
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you of your Faults, bur wirry. and dexterous 
in ſpeaking your Praiſes, which you think you 


deſerve; a Man of this remper, and fincere in | 


rhis manner, ſhall paſs with you for a brave 
Man, who knows perfectly well how to live, 
and acquize Friends every day. 


| IX. = 
There is little ſincerity ro be learnt ar Courr, 
it is the place of the World where they beſt 
diſguiſe what they think z every one has his 
Deſigns, and if you truſt them, you will be al- 
moſt always deceivd. 


» 

Sincerity is always Jaudable, bur ir oughr 
always to be accompanied wirh prudence and 
circumſpection. You oughr always to ſpeak 
fincerely, but you ought nor always ro ſpeak. 
It you will always _ and nor loſe your 


Friends, nor the favour of preat Men, nor have }- 
. . difference with your Kindred and Acquaintance; 


learn ro be filenr. 


XI. 
A prudent and diſcreer ſilence will be al- 
ways .more to your advantage, than the moſt 


witty and the beſt contriv d ſincerity ; a Man 


often repents that he has ſpoken, but never 
thar he has holden his Tongue. 


XII. . 

What prudence and circumſpection ſoever 
you uſe in ſpeaking, it is ſtill tpeaking, and 
great Lords and Men of the World will have 
rhe Power of explaining your Words as they 
pleaſe, and they ſeldom change their Mind 
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in what they believe you have faid to diſpleaſe 
them. 


XI1.I.- 

Sincerity is ſomerimns as faulty as a Ly; rhar 
is, when you uſe it unreaſonably; when you 
{peak with ſincerity upon things that you, oughr 
ro be filent in, you will offend them of whom 
you ſpeak, and you will give them cauſe ro 
accuſe you of imprudence, inciviliry, and want 


of Charity. 
| XIV. . 


Do not think it an Honour to be raken notice 
of, for one thar ralks moſt in the Company, 
but ro the contrary, take pleaſure in not ſpeak- 
ing but when you ought, and whar you ought. 
Speak ro make Converſation, bur do not pre- 
tend to take from others the ſame liberty, and 
ro have an equal ſhare in thar innocent di- 


vertiſement. 


© 4 
Conſider a great talker, as a Veſſel always. 
full, rhat_ can hold no more, which is proper 
for nothing but ro be empried ; and rhough he 
empty himſelf every momenr, yer he ſeems ſtill 


£0 be full. 


XVI | 

There are ſome who have ſuch an Irch of 
talking always, that one may fay they had necd 
of rwo Tongues as well as two Ears; and thar 
theſe ſort of Perſons give ear ſo little ro. whar 
others ſay ; that one*Ear would be ſufficient 
ro hear what is ſpoken tro them; -and rwo 
Tongues nor roo much ro entertain the Com- 
pany 11 Which he ralks. XVII As 


leaſe 
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XVII. 


As it is aid, that one ſpeaks to the Eyes 


of a Man when he Writes ro him, ſo it may 
be ſaid, that a Man ſpeaks. to the Mouth of 
one that has no Ears ro hear others ſpeak, 
and. whoſe Tongue ſeems ro perform two 
Functions ar once, thar of hearing and ſpeak- 
ing. | 
XVIII 

The Tongue ought ro be the Seryant of 
Reaſon ; do- nor fuffer this Servant ro run 
through the Streers, and ſtop every Pagenger; 
keep her under, and Jer her nor be employ d 
otherwiſe than in the Service of her Miſtreſs ; 
in a word, do not permit her to appear tono 
ts rags and againſt the Intereſt of her ſhe be- 
ongs to. MN 


XIX. | 
Regard Speech as the Door of the Houſe 
where Reaſon Dwells ; do nor openthis Door 
bur when occaſion requires it ; if you uſually 


do otherwiſe, you will ſhew thar this Houſe + 


is not well governd, and abandond to be 
pillagd. | 


© 
If you know how to be filent, you will 
deſerve- to be praisd more than if you ſpoke 
the fineſt things in the World, and the moſt 
pleaſing. 
XXII. be” | 
Ir will always be in your Power to ſpeak 
what you have been filent in, bur nor —_— 
-bac 
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back what you have ſpoken, and from thence | 


came the Proverb. That Men have taught us 
ro ſpeak, but the Gods to be filet, © 


XXII. 
A great talker tells all he knows, and all he 
' knows nor ; he is neither capable of Secrecy,nor | 
of Buſineſs; it is a Sive thar can hold nothing; 
it is a Torrenr ſo rapid, that nothing can ſtop 
It, 


| XXII. 

Ir is very ſeldom rhat a great talker hath 
either diſcretion or good manners; that is, 
the reaſon why Neſtor it the Tragedy of So- 
phocles, does not reproach Ajax for his much 
ralking, becauſe he was.a brave Man, ſo that 
' he excusd his roo many Words in favour of 

' his Actions. 


XXIV. 

A great Talker is like a Drunkard that falls 
into exceſs, unbecoming and unworthy of a Man 
of Quality ; he diſcredits himſelf ſo, that rho 
he ſpeaks rhe moſt ſolid Truth, out- of his 
Month they will be taken for Lies or Trifles, 
thar are nor worthy of attention. | 


| XXV. 

Reaſon ought tro govern the Tongue, and all 
its motions; fo as a good Hand and a good Ear 
makes an Inſtrument of Mulick melodious and 
agreeable. . 


XXVI. 
To ſpeak much, is not preciſely ro make a 
long Diſcourſe, for rhar is profitable and ne- 
: . | ceflary, 
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. cefſary, bur it isro loſe time, and ro ſpeak to no 
_ purpoſe. EE Es 


XXVIL 


You will never talk roo much when you talk 


well, and always ſpeak too much when you 


ſpeak 1ll. 


 XXVIIL 
The Naruraliſts huld, that the Beaſts teach 


us to be filent, and ſay, rhar by inſtinct they - 


forbear to cry and make a noiſe on ſome oe- 
cafions, for fear rhey ſhould become a Prey to 
thoſe Beaſts that they are afraid of. 


XXIX. 

Bias the Wiſe Grecian, being requeſted by 
Amaſis King of Egypt, ro ſend him the Beſt 
and the Worſt Member of rhe Beaſt, thar he 
ſhould firſt Sacrifice ; he ſent him the Heart and 
the Tcnguc ; the Heart to ſhew him it was the 


Principle of ail good aCtions, and the Tongue as 


the Fountain of all bad ONCS. - 


| - XXX. 

You may be afſur'd, a readineſs and cuſtom 
of ralking continually, is the begining of Folly, 
becauſe the levity of the Tongue comes from 
the levity of the Brain and Heart; and for thar 
Reaſon, you ought to be as reſery'd and mode- 
rate in your words as in your actions, 


| XXXI. Bon 
If you talk much, you will be like to Fron- 
tier Towns, that are not fortified ; that are al- 
ways expoled to the inſult of the Enemy ; that 
is the ſaying of a Wiſe Man, which you car 
never too much think upon, CHAP 


-— 


_ 
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CH AP, XXII. 


Upon Evil Speaking or Slandering 


1, 
M Y Dear Children, I cannot roo much make 
you abhor Evil Speaking ;* in my Opini- 


on, it is the moſt infamous of all Vices; ir is 


fo much the moor to be feared, thar whoſoever 


is ſubject to ir, oftentimes gives a mortal blow 
ro a Man, that never knows the Hand that kill'd 
him. And tharT may give you a true Idea of - 
rhoſe thar ſpeak ill of others; TI affure you, 
they are Traytors, Cowards, and Murrherers. 


5 IT. | 

I call all rhofe Evil Speakers that ſpeak ilf 
of orhers, wherher thar be true whar they ſay 
or not ; the Reaſon is, that both do equal}. 
harm, and are equallyreceived as true, In ef- 
fect the cuſtom 'is, thar Men do nor ſuſpend 
their Judgment on theſe occaſions, bur per- 
ſwade themſelves thar common Reporr is war- 
rant enough for the Truth of the Marter, ro 
make them believe ir, and do nor think them- 
ſelves gbliged ro examin it. 


TI. 
We ſhall never recover the Reputation that 


| we have loſt by Evil Speaking, as we recover 


our Health we have loſt by our exceſs, or by 
{ome other accident thar has happen'd to us ; 
one depends upon our Confſtirurion, our "Fem- 
per, or our way of living ; the orher does not 
depend upon our ſelves ; we are in-ep Lands 2 
6 
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of the Publick, that never ſpares or favours 
any one ; and when they have received a pre- 
judice to any one rhey never quit the impreffi- 
ons that are given them. 


IV. 

One thing of the World that you ought ro ſty- 
dy moſt is, rhat you rake care to make rhe good 
actions of others ro be eſteemd, more than ro 
publiſh rheir bad ones. You ſhould be very 
unjuſt wirh exactneſs and ſeverity to aggravate 
whar others have done ill by weakneſs or ſur- 
prize, and bury in Oblivion, and never ſpeak 
of rhe good they. have done with great zeal 
and earneſtneſs. — 

Reſolve firmly never to hear any one ill ſpo- 


ken of, bur declare rthar your Ears ſhall always 


be opcn ro hear all thar can be ſpoken good of 


orhers, and always ſhur your Ears for any thing. 


char ſhall be ſpoken ro their diſadvantage ; this 


will procure you great quier of Mind, and 


hinder you from hearing a thouſand things thar 
will diſturb ir. 


| VI. 
We are almoſt all ſo unhappy by Narure, 


that we are more rouch'd with Ill than. wirh 


Good ; if we hear of a dozen good actions, 
they leave lefs Impreſſions upon us,than one bad 


one thar is rold us ; we might chuſe one of 
thoſe dozen good actions thar pleaſes us moſt, 
ro publiſh ir ; bur rhis is whac we never think 
of; bur we can never have Language enough 
to publiſh one bad action ro all the World. Ler 


us do our ſelves juſtice upon this way. of pro- - 
| ceeding ; 
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ceeding ; on one fide it notes a great Corruption 
in our Hearts and Minds, and on the orher 
fide ir denotes the little Reſpect and Charity 
we have one for another. 


VII. 

Tell a Man of the World of an extraordinary 
action that deſerves to be raken notice of ; heg 
has much ado ro believe it, and requires Proofs 
and Wirneſles ; and is per{waded thar it would 
be a weaknels in him ro believe ſuch a Report 
fo eaſily; bur ler a malicious Man forge a 
ſhameful and dereftable ation ; he believes that 
at the firſt moment ir is told him ; ask him the 
reaſon of this difference,and he will anſwer you, 
that the Good and Charitable Reporrt : a thou- 
ſand good actions one of another, that they ne- 
ver once thought upon; will ir not be equity like- 
wile to ſay, that many wicked actions are at- 
rribured ro thoſe rthar never had the Deſign or 
Will ro commir rhem ; he is cautious and cir- 
cumſpect in believing what is ſaid of the one, 
and finds no difficulty to believe the qther; in 
one -of theſe he muſt be convinc'd, becauſe it 
is a goodaction; in the orher he js ar firſt mo- 
ment per{waded, becaule it is a bad one. 


VTIL. | 

Oftentimes a Man ſpeaks i]! of another, be- 
cauſe if he had been in his place, he would have 
done that which he accuſes him of ; his own 
weaknels gives him an Idea 'of anothers; and 
the Reproach of bis own Conſcience ſupports 
his 11 Hacking of anothers ; and thar is a!l rhe 
foundation he has for it. He is perſwaded, thar 
he muſt have yielded to the Tempration ; and 
there needs no more to make him report thar a- 
nother 
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,nother could nor refit ir. Thus you ſee how 


moſt rhings paſs in the World, afrer what man- 
ner Men decree and decide the actions of 0- 


thers, and upon whar foor..we make our ſelves: 


Atbitrarors and Judges of them. 


fo 2. 
It is more cowardile jn my Opinion ro ſpeak 


. xl of one ro others, than tro aftront him ; rhe 


reaſon is, thar. he . that ſpeaks ill of another 
afſaulrs him when he is abſent ; there is none 
to feſiſt him. And this manner of acting, can- 
not be bur by a Man of no Courage nor 
Honour, who hazards nothing, bur does all 
with ſecurify. He thar ſpeaks affrontingly to 
ones Face, he whiſpers nor Secrets. in the Ear 
of another ; he rruits it not ro a Stranger upon 
the Religion of an Oath; he attacks his Ene- 


.my in his Face ; he conceals nor diſguiſes a- 


ny thing ; and wirhour Fear of his Anger, he 
fights him with equal force ; ſo thar I can ca- 
fily conclude, thar he rhar ſpeaks injuriouſly ro 
ones Face, is the more tranfported, the other rhe 
more dangerous ; bur the action of the one is 
more exculable than the orher. 


| & ET | 

The Evil Speakers, and Slanderers may be 
firly compared ro Vultures and Ravens, who 
never ſeek for Flawers and Fruirs, but only tor 
Carrion, upon which they fall upon to teed. 
The Slanderers do the ſame thing ; they never 
look our for good Actions ; . they are. curious 
for none but bad ones, and there they. reſt. ro 
cenſure and aggravate them. | 


"> # XI. They 
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XAT. b 

They may be likewiſe compared to the Sea, 
and this Compariſon ſeems more equal and juft 
than the orher. As the Sea buries in irs bottom, 
Gold and Silver and Precious Stones, and all 
thar is precious in the Ship rhat ir ſwallows, 
and throws up upon the Shore nothing bur ſome 
ſtinking Carcaſſes, and ſome worthleſs Relicks 
of a miſerable Shipwrack ; ſo theſe Slande- 
rers hide che good "acer of thoſe they would 
deſtroy, and never ſpeak of rhat which would be 
praiſed ; they continually expoſe their defaults 
withour ever making mention of their Virtues ; 
they ſuppreſs all their good actions, and pub- 
liſh nothing but what has eſcaped them by ſur- 
prize, weakneſs, or imprudence, 


XTI. | 
Ir is not enough, that you are not the Anthor 
of Slanders, bur you mnft nor be one of the 
Complices. I fay ir is not enough thar you 
did not invent them; bur you muſt have a 
care thar you do not report them, and ſpread 
them abroad, 


XTIL. | 

I do not know whether he that enters a Town 
firſt ro pillage ir, does more wrong, or they 
thar follow and fer all on Fire. Ir is the ſame 
of the Slanderers. They that report and ſpread 
them abroad, does at leaſt as much injury ro- 
thoſe thar are ill ſpoken of, as they that forged 
and invented them, 


- XIV. 
Your Conſcience and Honout will mou 
ug- 
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* | ſuggeſt ro your Thoughts conformable ro what 
Sea, | Thave ſpoken to you, and do bur a little con - ||} | 
I juſt | fulr then; . apd you will have a horrour for thig | 
rom, |. Vice; and - will avoid the Company of thoſe 


d all F thar are ſubject to it. 

OWS, | | | 
_—_ ANIL I ws l 
cks | To | 
dl. CHAP. AXH, | 
ould | | | 
dbe | Advice about Expences, and the good ma- ' 
aults nagement of then. | | 
ues ; : q 
—_— _- 2 | 
fur- ] A 4 Y Dear Children make no greater Ex- | 


thor | ments, and the rank you hold in. the World ; [ 
the | donor defire ro appear above what you are; [1 
you Þ and do: not impoſe upon rhe Publick, by deſi- | 
e 2 f} ring topaſs for what you are nor. | 
cad T0 | Il. | | 
If you make all your. Expences in Cloaths, | 
in Horſes, in Furniture, and on your Table ; ' | 
this is nor a good way ro make, your {elf con- 1! 
wn | fiderd; he thar chules rather to, have good 
hey | Books than a Bed of Velver, or rich Hangings; | 
me JI a conſiderable. Office than a grear Equipage, is | 
zad | the more judicious ; the one {ers his Heart up- | 
to. | on Trifles; the other has an Underſtanding | 
xd | more ſolid; and judges of things accordingly. F 
The Expences thar are Profitable- and Ho- | \, 
nourable, . arid -have happy Effects, are pre- ' 
ys | fetable before thoſe thar pleaſe bur for the mo- 4 
g+ | ment. they are made in, and leave no other 


pences than you are well able ro bear, 
nor more than you ought; govern your Ex=- 
pences according to your Eſtate, your Employ- 


I 2 Fruit 
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Fruit behind them bur Repenrance for the ma- 


king of rhenn. | 
IV. | 

You ought to ſow by handfuls, and not. 
rurn the Sack ; this Old Proverb expreſſes well 
whar I would ſay, fince it makes us under- 
ſtand, that we ought ro ſow our ground, nop 
to ſcatter ir; we oughtto rule our Expence and 
not to make it wa * 


To make too grear Expences or too little, are 


- rwo vicious extremities that you ought ro have 


care to avoid ; it's true, one is more eaſily ro 
be done than the other ; but likewiſe ir muſt be 
confeſſed, that one Faulr is better rhan the other ; 
a Man cannot leſſen his Expences when all is 
ſpenr, bur. he may increaſe his Expences when 
he has wherewithal ro = it, 

There is no Expence that we oughr leſs ro 
orieve at, than thar which is made our of grati- 
rude, every thing ſpeaks in favour of this ex- 
pence. The Intereſt of him rhat makes ir, and 
the Intereſt of him for whom ir is made are 
equal in this occaſion ; rhe one deſerves ir, and 
the other thinks he is oblig'd rodo it, ſo rhar both 
authorize ir, and both =— Ir. 


F know a great many that make great Ex- 
pences, bur I know few that make ir as they 
thould do ir, and _ ep ſhould do ir. 

Men do nor grudgethe Expence that makes a 
great Show, and for which he is honoured, bur 
this is chargeable, arid ir is with Reaſon ſaid, 
thar ir is rather ſnarch'd than comes out of the 
Purſe, A Man grudges not ten Piſtpls you 

| nake, 
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make him appear great, who grieves at one for 
his particular uſe ; be nor you of this Humour 
. and Character. 


A Man out of good Husbandry oftentimes 
denies himſelf many things thar he freely gives 
to another ; this 1s to pay dear for the reſpeC* 
char others give him ; this ſeems as if the Rich- 


es that is given us, was not given us for ove - 


ſelves, bur for thoſe that have buſineſs with 
us, 


_ Be not Covetous nor prodigal in your Ex- 
pences ;. govern them according ro your Condi- 
tion and your Eftare;z ir would be imprudence 
and Vanity to ſpend higher rhan you are able; 
and- want of the hearr ro live, nor ro make 
an Expence agreeable ro your Birth and ſtation, 
thar it hath pleaſed God ro place you in ; ob- 
ſerve a juſt middle berweert theſe rwo extreams, 
and by that means you will merit the eſteem of 


all, and be taken for whar you are. 


XI. 

When you make an Expence regular and a- 
greeable to your Condirion, Men will have rea- 
{on to ſay you are Wiſe, and know how tolive 
well ; bur when you make it too great, and thar 
ir be raken norice of, you cannor help it if 


Men of good | Senſe Cenfuro: and Condemn 


you. 
| NIL. 

. If you ſpend higher than you ought, you 

will-:give Weapons to. your Enemies to fight 

with you ; that is, you will give them Reaſon 

to deny that you have right ro make ſuch Ex- 


pences 5-nay, they will go furcher, and will” 


enquire into your Family and Anceſtors; and 
L'3. will 
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will, without Favour, Examin if you be of thar 
Quality and Deſcent, thar can intitle you to 
make ſuch an Expence. - 

| XIII. 

Do juſtice ro others as well as to your ſelf; 
do nor exalr your ſelf by your Expence, above 
what you are ; and endeavour to make your ad- 
vancement due to your Merit and Virtue. 

|  8-;; | 

If you find your ſelf ro abound in Riches, 
make a Law to your ſelf ro do nothing tro 
make a Show and a Noeife, and your modera- 
tion in this caſe will be more for: your Re- 
putation, than your | extravagant ſpending 
would be ; by this means you will gain Friends, 
and by the other make Enemies envious and 
jealous, +. 


UE 
——_——_ 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Advice upon the thoughts of Death. 


| | If 3:1: 
M Y Dear Children, yow/wul paſs your life 

without Trouble, 'if you be nor afraid ro 
loſe it; Death. treading on our Heels continu- 
ally, and being almoſt always by-our.fide, we 
need nor wonder, if they whoſe Conſciences. 
accuſe them do fear it; and if they have not 
one moment of quiet, allather! Objects paſs a- 
way, bur this ftays with rhem-and fever quits 
bw One Ir 

IE | 


Do not ſeek for a Reaſon why ſo many die 
without makinpg/their Wills, nor why they do 
| | *1. 


thar 
U._to 


DoVe 
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not make them bur ar the Iaſt extremity 2 Tr 
is becauſe they cannor make ir withour ſpeaking 
of Death, which they fly and fear aboye all 
things. 

IIL. 

There is no Perfon amongſt us, ro whom the 
Life of Fared and Methuſalem is not always 
preſent; - every one flatters himſelf with the 
length of the Courſe rhey are ro run ; and con- 
fiders himſelf always as if he had bur juſt begun 


ir, and never as if he was going to end it. 


Experience - may well teach us, thar more 
then half of the World dies before Threeſcore, 
and yer all run Counter to this Experience, and 
look upon it as in Relation roothers, and place 
themſelves in the number of thoſe thar muſt 
have a pleaſant and a Happy Old Age. 


One dies in his Bed, as in the Field of Bar- 
tel ; of aFever, as with the Shor of a Musker, 
and no Manis ſure that he ſhall live longer than 
another. vr 


To the end that Dearth may not take from the 
Goods that you poſſeſs, and all the Pleaſures 
you enjoy, deprive your ſelf by little and lirle 
of both the one and the other ; and Death will 
have little more to do when it can do no harm ; 
it will not come ſo ſoon for the moſt part, nor 
when it cannot. — ——_ ir Comes. 

Dearth does not look hideous and terrible, but 
when it is look'd upon as a Monſter, an Ene- 
my to Nature ; if you will often approach to 
it 'in your Thoughts, and make it familiar to 


you, you will gfterward look upon ir as a 
| I 4 | Fries 


—_ 
—_— 
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Friend that comes ro aflift you, and to carry 
you ey Kon” Condition you are in. 
II. | 

Death is the Miſtreſs of our Days, bur nor 
of our Minds and Hearts ; ſhe can deprive us 
of Life, bur not againſt our Will, if we expect 
ir withour Fear or Trouble,  _T | 

| i, IX. 

Wherefore ſhould you fear Death, ſince you 
cannot grieve for Life afrer you have loſt it, 
becauſe you are threatned with a Hundred ſorrs 
of Deaths, muſt you fear them all ; is it nor 
berrer quietly ro expect one ? 


Tf by fearing Death you could be affur'd to 
avoid it ; rhis Fear would be reaſonable even in 
the greateſt Men ;5 bur being ir cannot produce 
this effect, it ſerves for nothing bur ro make you 
die a thouſand times, though you can bur dic 


ONCE. 
; XI. 


No Man is grieved thathe did not live a hun- 
dred Years fince; and why ſhould any one 
grieve thar he ſhould nor live in Five Hundred 
Years to come ; you have no more right to the 
furure than you have to the paſt ; you are be- 
ewixt them both, hoJd 'your ſelf in Peace: and 

;/be content. . TEE: 
| XII. 


You will go out of the World as you came 
into ir,..not knowing the Day ; make good uſe 
of rhis ignorance, this moment ſo terrible ro 
ſome is hid from you, perhaps for no other rea- 
ſon, bur that you ſhould think every Day the 
laſt of your Life, LL 7 22 


XII, What 


2” 1 W.H9 


Ty 


XIII. 

 Whar matters ir if you die 'Ten or Twelye 
Years betore it was expected; amongſt an innu- 
numerable number of Men, can ane know 
that there are two or three fewer, or that Paris 


is not ſo well peopl'd, or the State nor ſo well 


ſerved. 
XIV. | 
Life and Death are equally natural; you be- 


' ganto live withour Defire or Paſſion ; and you 


oughr to die ſo. The World is a Theatcr on 


which every one plays his part; it is for the 


beauty of the Univerſe and his own Advan- 
rage, thar every one acts his own in his time, 


You ought to know how ro die, whilſt o- 


' thers learn ro live; there is only God thar is E- 


ternal; your continual changes from nothing 
to life, from health ro ſickneſs, and from Lite 
to Death, oughr ro give you a high Idea of rhe 
grandeur of the infinitely perfect Being. 

ET io ES  / 

It would ſurprize you if one of your Ser- 
vants ſhould refuſe ro obey your Order in any 
thing bur whar pleaſes him; ir is equally won- 
derful, that God. thar has creared us ro live 
and to die, ' and that we ſhould obey him in 
the one, and refuſe it in the other, 


VII. 


Ir isto ceaſe tobe a Man, to make himſelf 
an Enemy ro Death. Since you are born to die, 


you are ſnbjet ro Dearh as wel! as to Life, and 
I can afſure you are alive and dead at the ſame 
time. You are alive, becauſe you-are nor yer 
dead ; you are dead, becauie you were not a- 
live in Ages paſt, and- you ſhall not be alive in 


thoſe ro come. 
_— | . AVIIE If 
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| XVII. 

If yon make 1] uſe of your Life, it is unpro- 
firable ro you, and when you loie it you lole 
nothing, wherefore are you then afraid to loſe 
It ; have nor you more reaſon to hope it than 
ro fear it ? 

XIX. 


You have been Heir to your Anceſtors, is ir 
not reaſonable that yonr Children ſhould be 
your Succeffors 2 your Life is limited ro Fif- 
reen or Twenty Luſtres, why ſhould you de- 
fire to go beyond it 2 Have your Anceſtors done 
you the wrong to take your places, wherefore 
would you fill che Places of your Deſcendants? 


It is ſtrange to fear an imperceptible moment 
ro the laft breath we live ; and ſo ſoon as we 
are expired, it cannor be truly ſaid rhar we 
dic, fince we are no more. We do not find 
this Death in one thar is yer alive, nor do we 
more find ic in him who is nor more, becauſe 
he is paſt Death, and it has no more power of 


him. 
| RRX1. | 

A Dwarf is a Man as much as a Giant ; and 
he thar lives bur a ſhort time is as much a Man 
as Adam and $2th, who lived many Ages ; the 
great and the little in the Life of Man, is bur 
as one point in regard of Erernity ; and the 
World fecms no more empty by his Death, 
than rhe Sea appears dry by a drop of Water 
raken from it.. | | 

XXII. 


T: wonld be terrible and frightful to us, if. 
Man could nor dic, fince he would find his 
Life a Fountain of inexhauftible Miſeries. 


XXIIL Thates 
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Thales the wiſe Grecian aſſures us, thar it is 
the ſame thing to live and to die ; and one day 
being asked why he did nordie ; he nfs 
becauſe if I ſhould die, it would be asked why 
I did not lives | 
| | | XXIV. 


T am nor of thar Philoſophers Opinion ; I do 
acknowledge thar Lite is a Good thar God has 
given. ug: to enjoy, and that Death is a puniſh- 
ment of fin, therefore I do nor look upon them 
as things indifferent ; yet the diflerence that we 
find berween them, ought nor to give us roo 
great a tie to the one, nor too great a fear .for 
the other. We are all Criminals, but we onghr 
not go cowardly to: our Puniſhment ; we 
ought to be ſorry thatwe have giverr cauſe for 
our:Condemnation, -burt we'ought to ſuffer with 
Submiſſion, Courage, ' and Conftancy. ::: - 
| NEE  - # 

The firſt of our Days teaches us to live, Hur 
the laſt does not teach us to. die ; learr this Eeſ- 
{on long before you make uſe of it, .and the 
ſooner you do it the better. R 

PETE _ XXVI. 
In alll Contracts of Marriage, there are -Ar- 


ricles' thar-concern'the Death of both Husband 


and Wifeiz ':and as ſooti as+ we make a- ftrict 
alliance with Reaſon, we cught 'to make -Ar- 
ticles of Death berween her and our ſelves ; 


this will make our Alliance more firm--more 


Spivitual and. more Chriſtian. 
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CHAP, XXV. 


Upen the ſame Subjet?, 


' £ ED 

M Y Dear Children, you ought to regard 

this Life as a paſſage tb anorher, which 
never will have an end; this being ſo, you 
ought not toſer your Aﬀections upon any thing 
here below, ſeem ir never ſo great and Charm- 
ing. You oughr early to begiri to die ro Ho- 
nour, to Pleaſure, and to your ſelf. 


You ought ro conſider that your Salvation is 
the greateſt buſineſs you have ro do,- and you 
cannot think roo much of ir, nor too ſoon. 

WF / # | 

If you have: nothing ro [reproach your. ſe1f 
with, you will be quierand eaſe in your ſickneſs. 
One is not afraid of Death, but when he has 
lived ill. Qs FIT 0h: 

Ler ir not trouble you when you think of 
Death, bur to the contrary, look upon it with 
Pleaſure, as an end of all your Mileries, and 
as the beginning of a happy Life. + 


When you ſee ſo many. Perſons of Quality, 
think no more of Death. than if they were.ne- 
ver to die; thar ought to engage you ro enter 
into your ſelf, and to reaſon juſtly upon this 
Practice ; their inſenſibiliry ought ro touch you, 
and you ought to be per{waded, thar the leſs 


They think of Death, rhe more they ought to 
' think 
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think of it; and the leſs they fear it, the more 
they have reaſon to-fear ir. 


EY UTI. | 
Make uſe of the Blindneſs and Folly of others. 
Pleaſures paſs away, Greatneſs vaniſhes, and 
believe ir, ir is late, if nor roo late, ro renounce 


' the arnuſements of the World, when you can 


no more enjoy them. 
: 2. 2 
Make Reflexion upon the difference thar 
there is berwixt a Worldly Man; that is, with 
all the Pomp of this World ; I mean one thar 
has loved them to the end of his Life; and a 
good and pious Man, who has always labourd 
to bury himfelf, living in an humble, obſeure, 
and retir'dlife ; rhe one dies oyverwhelm'd un- 
der the weight of his Honours, Pleaſures, and 
Greatneſs ; rhe other dies under the Weight of 
his Morrifications, his Faſting and Humiliari- 
ons. They both die, bur whar diflerence in 
their Death, in the Thoughts and Conſequence 
of bne and rhe other; the World hath foughr 
againſt rhem borh, bur they have ended the 
Barrel in a different manner ; the one is Con- 
uer d, and hath ſubmitrred ro the Laws of rhe 
Canine: and the other harh triumphed over 
him ; ſo that ir might be ſaid, rhar rhe Death 
of one is glorious, and may be envyed by thoſe 
who look upon it with the Eyes of Faith ; and 
the Death of the other ought ro make rhole 
That live ſach a Life, to tremble. 
VIE 
Bur without confidering ſo morally, why 
ſhould not you think often of Death, being that 
Experience teaches, thar you muſt die 2 every 
ſtep you make, leads rowards your Grave is - 
ir poſſible thar you can do this without Reflexi= 
| | on 3 


% 
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on 2 and that you can travel ſo long in the 
Way, and not ſometimes think of the end 
thar this way leads you to ? 

You live bur to die, and always to think of 
Life, and of all thar may make ir paſs away 
pleaſantly, and never think of the rime thar 
muſt pur an end to it, 1s a thing very extraordi- 
nary for a Man of Senſe. - 


Our Sickneſſes, our Wrinkles,our Gray Hairs; 
our Years paſt that cannot come again ; and 
how little we can rely upon thoſe rhar are ro 
come ; are all of them eloquent Tongues thar 
teach us rhat we muſt die. | | 

| XT. Ee 

The different States of your Life are a look- 
ing-glaſs continually before-your Eyes, ſhewing 
your approaching Death, which already has laid 
his Hands upon you. You have been Infants, 
young, and Men grown up ; all tharis in or- 
der of Nature ; bur when you are Old; whar 
can you think or hope to become? Death with- 
our doubt will follow Old Age, which will 
be the end of your Life, as Old Age has been 
the end of your precedent Ages. 

XIT. | 

You will ask me what are the means to think 
of Death, when one loves life fo much ? To 
that I anſwer, there 1s one way which is eafie ; 
that is, not to love Life ſo much. 

ES 
' Why. would-not you think of Dearth, fince ir 
will end your Neceflities, your Weakneſſes, 
and your Miſeries ; it will finiſh a Voyage, ar 
the end of which you will find a happy E- 


rernity. 
XIV. If 
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XIV. Ee 
If God, infinitely juſt, has Condemned Man 
to Death, as a puniſhmenr due ro his Sin ; the 
ſame God, infinitely good, has given Zearh to 
the ſame Man, as a Soveraign Remedy to all 
his Evils, and an infallible means ro make him 


for ever Happy. ; 


The nature of Man was crear2d as a Veſſ@] 
thar ought ro be fill'd with nothing bur good 
and precious Liquors ; but rhe Devil, jcalous 
of his Happineſs, having pur the Poiſon of Sin 
in this Veſſel which corrupted it. God was 
willing to repair that which the Devil had ſpoil- 
ed; and not being willing the Poiſon ſhouldſo 
poſſeſs our Narure, that it ſhould always remain 
infeted ; he breaks this Veſſel in pieces by 
Death, thar che Poiſon might run our, and thar 
re-uniting theſe divided pieces at the general Re- 
{urrection, this Narure might be mended, pu- 
rified, and become as wholly different from ig 
w 

XV T. : | 
When you ſhall have quit the Care you had 
for the Grandeur and Riches of this World, and 
rurned your Heart rowards God ; you will ea- 
fily ſurmounr the reſt, and nor Icok upon Life 


bur with indifferency ; your 'Treature w:il be 


in Heaven ; you will never loſe the fight of it, 
and you will eafily reſolve to be ſoon with it, 
to enjoy it to all Eternity, 

XVIL. 

You have no need of Faith, or Rhetorick ro 
perſwade you, that alt muſt die ; the Decree 
of God which for ſo many Ages has been in- 
differently executed upon all Men, is an evident 
demonſtration of it ; and if you find any fo cx=- 

| trayagant 
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' travagant as to doubt it ; . you need bur to lead 


them from Tomb ro Tomb, and the innume- 
rable number of Bones that they may ſee there, 
will convince them of the Truth of ir. 
| | XVTII. | 
Death has her Leſſons and Reſponſes, and 


they are within us; let us ask her as long as 


we pleaſe, rhe greateſt and moſt ſenſible. of all. | 


her Leffons, rhe moſt preciſe and infallible of 
all her Anſwers will be, that we niuſt die. 
| | XIX. . | 

Since that all thar we have within us, reach- 
es nis, and ſpeaks continually to us, that we muſt 
die ; will it be m_ to make this necefliry of 
Dearh the Object of all your Thoughts and 
your Reflexions?®\ XX. 


Since that all thar are abour you, cannot tell. 


you the Day or Hour of your Death, will itbe 
ftrange if you make this uncertainty ,the Ob- 
ject of your Meditations ; and thar by a Spi- 
ritual warchfulneſs make a ſerious confidera- 
tion of that which one Day muſt certainly ar- 
rive, and of what will become of you. 

; XXT. 


Thar you muſt die, is an undoubred Truth ; 


you ought therefore ro make all your Endea- 
yours, and employ all your Cares to die well. 
Ir is the moſt natural conſequence that you can 
draw from this Truth ; but ro employ all your 
cares withour thinking of Death ; and whar good 
will irdo youto think of it, except you think-of 
it in ſuch a manner, as the Thoughts of ir will 
be ro your Profit and Advantage ? | 
| XXII. | 
Your Soul thar will ſurvive your Body, 
does not that merit your care and pains ? that 
you ſhould make it happy for eyer > does it 
not 
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the maſs of Fleſh which it animares 2 Whar have 
you nor done for this Maſs > Whar cares have 

. you not taken ro preſerve it > in this poinr 1 
leave you ro your own conſiderations. 
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Advice upon the thoughts of Death. 


MY Dear Children, the greatand infallible 


means'to die well, is to live well, and 
the great ſecrer atid means to live well, is to 
think ofren of Death, 


IL. 

A good Death is nothing but rhe conſequence 
of a good Life; live well that you: may die 
well, and think often of dying, that you may 
live well; ſo thar a good Life and a good 


Death reciprocally depend one upon another,” 


and they ſerve the one the orher, as the means 
zo come to a good end; they give a Hand one 
to the other, tg lead a Man where he ought 


.to be. 


III. 

All the moſt great and charming things in the 
Warld may be confider'd two ways, in rela- 
tion ro their Beginning and their End ; the be- 
inning of Greatneſs, Honours, and- Riches, is 
od; bur as ſoon as we conſider them as coming 
frem God, what difference do we find berwixc 
them and God from whom they come ? when 
we 
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we conſider this, they muſt needs appear deſpi- 
cable. Theſe are. like little Stars, rhat with 
rheir ſmall Lights dazle us, bur diſappear, 
and fall .by their own weakneſs inro the-pro- 
found darkneſs of Night. As ſoon as God, the 
Sun of glory, infinitely bright, appears before 
our Eyes in full ſplendour ; fuch is the frailty 
and miſery of all in this World, be it never fo 
grear, never ſo rich, ,wherr we conſider it in 


rcipect ro its beginning, God. 


IF 
Thy Miſery and greatneſs appears yet grear- 
er in reſpect of its end, fince all Greatneſs and 
Riches end-with our Lives, and are buriec 


with us inour Graves. | 


, 
All the World runs headlong to Dearh, great 


and ſmall, Rich and Poor, Kings and Shep- 
herds; - and the ſwift Reyolurions of Age 
draws after them Millions of Men. Our Fa- 
thers are dead, we ſhall likewiſe die 3 our Po- 
ſterity ſhall paſs away like us, and like them 
that have gone before us; 


VI. 

Our Years rowl inſenſ{ibly one after another, - 
and row! withour ſtanding ftill one moment 
Till onr Death. Ir 1s thirher rhar every ſtep 
we make leads us ;.. tis there we all go, like 
teveral Rivers which throw themſelves into rhe 

_. Sea; the Day. and Hour of your Death will ne- 
ver come to your Knowledge. Make your 
advantage of this Advice thar is given you trom' 
rhe Mouth of "Truth, and continually be watch- 


tut;:*- # | 
VU, Never 


. Never put off the conſideration of Dying to 
the Hour .of your Death ; thar momenr is nor 
proper, to die well; you oughr ro. make ir 
when you are in Health, and your Mind un- 


difturbed. ſe 


| ST 
K you would be watchful and think of Death, 
you ſhould ſeriouſly examin the Life you lead, ro 
ſee if it agree with thar which you would lead, 
when you are at the point of Death ; that is tv 
die to the World, and to all thar you love in irs 
before you die indeed. 


If you be watchful and think of Death whilſt 


you are living,you will dye by a hearty and crue 
forſaking rhe World and its Pleaſures ; you will 
love a retired life;you will be affiduous in Pray- 
er; you will mortifie your ſelf as much as you 
can ; you will give liberally ro the Poor ; you 
will exerciſe your ſelf in good Works; and you 
will fill your Mind with nothing bur what may 
encreaſe your Faith, your Hope, and your 
Charity ;./it is in the practice of theſe things 
without doubr, rhat the care and right thinking 
be Death conſiſts, | 


Children are afraid of their Fathers whey 
they diſguiſe themſelves, becauſe they do. nor 
yſe r0.lee rhem in that manner ; rake away the 
Diſguiſe you give.to Death, and it. wilt not 
fright your any more. _ Dearth is repreſcnred con- 
tiaually arrended witlf a :—6-Whs of. a” 

2 it 
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with the Tears of a Wife and ſome Children 
crying ; it is imagind to enter into a Chamber 
where rhe Sun is'ſhur our, and lighred by 
"Torches; ſhe is believ'd ro walk ſadly, and ro 
inſpire Fears and (ad Thoughts into all thar 
Jook upon her : "Take bur away ſrom her what 
. does nor belong ro her, and whar is- given to 
her without Reaſon, and you wy] eafily be 
more familiarly acquainted with her, and diſ- 
poſe your ſelf ro receive her asa Friend which 
1s welcome to you, FAY a 


. XI. 

He rhart fears nor Death, leads a life long, 
pleaſant, and happy ; his life is like a. Torch 
well lighted, thar 1s nor pur our ſuddenly, bur 

af by little and little, till all be conſumed ; his life 
is like the Fruits that are nor: pluckt off the 
Trees till Nature has made them ripe and good, 
and fall of themſelves in Autumn, when they 
are come to Marurity, -tS | 


| XII. | | 

Tf you uſe your ſelf often ro think of Death, 

you will die withont Pain, as. you have lived 
without Troubte. You will look upon Death 
with Eyes enlighten'd with Faith and Grace ; 
you will ſee her approach withour Fear ; you 
will look upon her as the indiſpenſible Law of 
Narure ; and you will ſubmir ro her-withour 
repugnance : Nothing that uſually frighrs on 
the iike occaſion will trouble yon; you will 
end your Days with ſo great quierof Mind, as 

if you had quitred nothing thar was dear to 
you upon Earth, nor any thing that Reaſon'and 

_ "Truth had*made appear amiable, Your Death 
will be focaltn, thar the greateſt Men may de- 
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fire thar theirs may be like ir; and to ſpeak 

more juſtly, ,your Death will not ſeem a Death, 

oe a ready paſſage to a more long and happy 
_ Life, . 


XIII. 

It ought nor to be ſaid of a Man, that he 
fears Death, when you would only ſay rhar he 
thinks of Death often, and that he fces it com- 
ing faſt on. In effect, one does look upon 
things thar he fears nor as unhappineſs, or dai 
gers that he ought ro avoid or fly. | 


| AY. 
' The fear of Death oftentimes takes from us 
the pleaſure of living; and the love of Lite 
ofrentimes hinders us from Dying without Pain, 
and ſo by falſe Ideas thar we make ro our 
felves, both of the one and the other, we make 
our Lives unpleaſant, and our Death unquier. 
Make good ule of this Advice, 'and regard both 
the one and rhe other, with a found and quick 


_- Eye, and full of Faith. 


XV. 

I ſhall conclude this Article with rhe Opini- 
on-of a Farther of the Church, rhar ſays, thar 
it 1s not Death ear is rerrible, bur rhe Opinion 
that a Man has of it: And he adds; thar ro 
die is not to be feared, bur ro live in conti- 


 nual fear of Death is that which makes it ter- 


rible ; this Fear is nor cauſed” bur by rhe Cor- 
ruption of our Lite, and is never found in a 
good and Chriſtian Life. We ſee by Experi- 
ence, that good Men live in grear Peace and 
rranquuity of Mind, and ſo likewiſe die in the 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


Advice upon Friends, aud the concerns of 
© Friendſhip. 


| [. 

M Y Dear Children, there are fo many good 
Qualities required in a Man thar one 
would make his Friend, that it makes me won- 
der, when I hear that ſome Men have a grear 
many of them.” If the number of them be 
grear, from thence may be concluded aſſuredly, 
thar they are falſe Friends ;or that they only bear 
the Name of Friends, bur are npt ſo indeed. 


II. | 
Think your ſelf happy if you bave one true 
Friend; it 3s a Treafure that you ougjtt to 
keep with care ; you ought to eſteem it Riches 
enough to have found him, and poſſeſs him, and 
never to think of finding another. 


| JII. 
[The greateſt parr of Friends continue ſo nor 
Jong. © Yau haye found them at Play, at your 
Recreations, ar a Ball, in Walking, of ar Viſits 
made ro the ſame perſon. Leave Gaming, go 
no more to a Ball, ro a Comedy, or to the 
Walks, and be not fo afliduous in your Viſits, 
and then adieu Friends ; you will loſe: them 
with the ſame facility you have gain'd them. 


| IV. 
When a Friend -Treats- us as we defire he 
. thould, he does his Duty, bur when he uſes us 
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"not according to what we -xpect, then we are 
diſpleaſed ; bur I do. not know whether we are 
more ſenfible of the one than of the orher. ' I do 
not know whether three Kindnefles thar he has 
done us, obliges us ſo much, as the hiding one 
Secret from us diſcontents us ; three Services 
already done us are ſoon forgorten by the refu- 
ſing us a trifle, 
| 
-. VIL _ 

To keep a. Secret committed, to us by a 
Friend is no great matrter'to boaſt of ; the obli- 
gation to It 1s ſo ftrict and natur2), thar there 
necds bur a little Reaſon and Juſtice ro oblige 
us neyer to diſpenſe with it ; but it is a moſt 
infamous aCtion to reveal it; the corfidence he 
puts in us 1s the moſt efſential mark of a ſincere 
and true Friendſhip ; and likewiſe it is a moſt 
unpardonable 'Treachery, ro abuſe thar tConfi- 
dence, and by revealing it berray him that hath 
rruſted us, 


VIIE 

Ic happens often, thar a Friend who has gi- 
ven us a Hundred Proofs of his Friendſhip, and 
' who has. been for Ten or a Dozen Years a faith- 
ful keeper of cur moſt important Secfets, quar- 
rels with us for a thing of no conſequence; 
for a jealoufie, for a point of Honour ; in a 
word, for a Word thar has eſcaped us; and 
this diſcreer Man who never {poke a Secret, . 
upon a ſudden becomes like the Servant in Ter- 
rence, Who like @ Veſſel pierced;' can hold nc- 
thing. This Pcrſon becomes an Echo whiCh 
makes himſelf heard of all; after this, think 
how much you may truſt .a Friend, and 
publiſh to the World, NOR a Conſolation it 
N 4 '1S 
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is to an honeſt Man, ro have a faithful 
Friend. - 


IX. 

Friends ought to keep the ſame Silence, and 
ro have the ſame diſcretion which Confeffors 
have ; the difference is, that the one acts al- 
ways naturally as Men; rhe orher-nor purely 
as Men, bur as forrifieg by the Grace of rhe Sa- 
crament of their Order which they have receiv- 
ed; this is it that makes the firſt that they do 
not forger what they ſhould keep ſecrer, but 
that by imprudence or. Revenge they ſome- 
rimes diſcover them ; whereas the latter whe- 
ther they forger a Secret, or do nor forget it, 
the Grace by the Sacrament of Order, makes 
them aCt as if they had forgot ir, or as if they 
nk_WeCearzT TT 


| Y. 

If you refolve and think ir a great Plcaſureto 
have a Friend, be ſure rhat you have bur one. 
As you have bur one Confeflor ro commir the 
ſecrets of your Conſcience ro ; you alſo oughr 
to have no more than one Friend, ro whom 
= commit rhe' ſecrers of your Byutinels and 

emporal concerns. If you change your Con- 
fefſor, you will find thar the divetfiry of your 
Confeſſors and Directors will beger an incqua- 
lity in the Conduct. of your Life ; ' fo it cannor 
be otherwiſe, bur charthe change of your Friend 
will notably prejudice your Bufineſs, and your 
ow EE Ce og on JE 
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Of a Friend thar you have, you will make 
an Enemy if you break with him, 'withour his 
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giving any juſt occaſion ; fo likewiſe you are 
deceiv'd in your choice ; bur ir is better to ſuf- 
fer a little from your own imprudence, than ro 


. expoſe your ſelf ro the indiſcretion and revenge 


of one who thinks himſelf defpis'd and injurd. 
Pur on a good Countenance, and contain your 
ſelf as much as you can, and do not in one mo= 
ment, in the face of rhe World, give the 
Lie to-all thar you . have faidand done in Ten 
Years. 


XII. 

In a matter of Friendſhip, do not move fa- 
ſter than he you intend ro make your Friend ; 
he pleaſes you, he 1s of your Humour, and he 
ſeems to. have all che qualiries neceſſary of a 


.good and prudent Friend,bur perhaps he has nor 


rhe ſame reſpect for you ; perhaps he has nor 
the fame Opinion of you thar you have of him. 
Do nor you ſtill go forward, ler him come parr 
of the way ro meet you; do not preſently 
throw your {elf in his Bolom, you muſt know 
him before you eſteem him'; and if you do nor 
eſteem him you cannor love him,  - x 


| X11. 

Ir is better you ſhould be accuſed of indiffe- 
rency when you have no Friends at all, than of 
incogſtancy and ingratirude for quitting them. 
In caſe yop be reproach d with indifferency, rhar 
will procure you quiet of Mind, which will 
nor diſturb yon ; bur inconſtancy and ingrarti- 
rude, which you will be charged wwuh, in caſe 


- you be given to change, will make you loſe 


your Reputation, and thar once Toft, you will 
have no joy in your life, GN 


XIV. We 
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XIV. | 
, We are all weak and ſubject ro imperfecti- 
ons, .and if you have not the indulgence to 
ardon your Friends, and they the ſame to par- 
= - you, your Friendſhip will ſaft no longer 
than it can ſerve both your Intereſts, and both 
fnd your account ; and when you break with: 
your . Friends, your Tongue only will make 
known what you had concealed a long time in 
your Heart. 


CY 
py 


; | XV. = 
. A Man thar tells you he is your Friend, his- 
Word ought not to be raken, nor ought he to 
rake yours when you tell him the ſame ; both the 
one and the other oughr, to give Proofs of whar 
they ſay; nothing can. give greater aſſurance | 
that 'rwo Men argFriends, than when experi- 
ence makes them mutually acknowledge ir. 


XVI. | 
| Betore you reſolye to make a Friend of him 
*r whom you have an efteem ; think of it a © 
long time, leſt you ſhould be miſtaken, I ſhould 
not blame you, if you ſhould think of ir all the 


days of your life. 


XVII : 
We are all ſo cunning in diſguifing our ſelves, - 
and our care andinduſtry finds our ſuch means 
ro appear whar we are -not, ſo that an Ac- 
auainrance of ſome Weeks or Months cannot eax 
fily: give a juſt and true Idea of what a Man is, 
we ſuffer our ſelves to be prevented, an-obli- 
ging word, any ſmall fayour done with a' good. 
grace, oftentimes Carries us tpo far, n_ 
| mo 
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mag commonly we repent not "till it be too 
. < 


XVI. 

Narure leads us into Sociery and Com : 
bur it is Reaſon rhar ds 6 ro Friendibip? 
the eſteem thar we have for a Man of Merit, 
makes us ſeek and deſire his Acquaintance ;. and 
if the do the ſame to us, the reciprocal Cone 
ſideration begers a Converſation Kors us, 
which art firſt, was but an outward Profeffion 
of murua] kindneſs, which afterwards becomes 
cordial and full of Aﬀection, and that which is 
called Friendſhip. 


XIX. 

Friendſhip and Love do differ much in this, 
thar Love is paſſionate and inconſtanr, carrying 
things to extremiry for ſome Komentrs, pou? at 
other times loſes all its Force and Zeal ; bur 
Friendſhip is always regular, cohſtant, and es 


qual. 


XX. ; 

As ſoon as we poſſeſs what Loye defires, 
our Love grows leſs, and abares of its force 
and ardour ; and on the contrary, .the Enjoy- 
ments of what we love by Friendſhip, makes 
- augment, and gives it a new vaJue and new 
Orce. : 


XXI1. 

Thar which is ordinarily called Friendfhip, 
oughr rather to be called Acquaintanee, which 
is contracted by the like Employments, _or 
the like Diverſions. Such Friends as theſe, 
r ſpeak truly of them, are ſych as fee one 


another 
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another often, withour ever having more ſin- 
cerity for one anorher, more confidence, or 
more openneſs of Hearr. 


: XXII. 

With your Friends 'go always with Bridfe 
in hand, thar is ro ſay, uſe grear Prudence and 
Caurion with thoſe whom the World, or 
they themſelves would make your Friends ; 
rhete manner of Friendſhips are never ſo. well 
linkr rogerher, bur that they may be eaſfily 
broken'; therefore it js good rhar you rake ſuch 
meaſures with rhem, as it you foreſaw that there 


would infallibly be a ruprure. 


| XXII. 

You will find Men cnough, who will call 
rhemſclves your Friends 3 1t will be a pleaſure 
ro ſome, and ro®others'an Honour; bur will 
you find any thar wall be truly your Friends? 


. and in effect, can you find them eſpouſing your 


Intereſt as their own ? and will they not vpon 
ſome accounts be upon the reſerve with you 2 
you may have done them ſome Service upon 
fome occaſions, and'they may have done you 
ſome upon others ; thele are no great Proofs 
of Friendſhip; the Laws of civil Socicry, 
does it nor oblige us to do ſome good Offices 
of rhis narure 70 all ſorts of Perſons > And 
where is there an Honeſt Man that does nor 
rake pleaſure to do them, when Occaſion 

reſents it ſelf > eſpecially when ir coſts him 


_ ART 
' In Friendſhips that are thought rhe moſt 


ftrict, and rhe' moſt ſolid; every one uſes. to _ 
gy | conſider 
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conſider himſelf firſt, and in abliging his Friend, 
he always ſees his own Intereſt, be ir Profir, 
Pleaſure, or Honour ; he almoſt always finds 
himſelf in the way to gain ſome of them to 
himſelf, when he goes to do Service to others; 
all thar he does ſo for his Friends, he does for 
himſelf ; and he does bur lend them thar which 
he flarters. himſelf they will return to hjm 
with Uſury. Take juſt meaſures upon this, 
and be nor ſurprfzd. 


XXV. 


If you ask me, in what conſiſts the pleaſure 
of a rrue Friendſhip 2 ÞF will anſwer, that ir 
conſiſts in ſeeeing and entertaining one another 
often, in giving reciprocal marks of Eſteem and 
Aﬀection, and in agreeing in their Opinions 
and Sentiments, I will tell you rhar I think, 
that of all theſe Demonſtrations of Friendſhip 
which the Heart expreſſes by the Tongue, by 
the Eyes, and by a Thoutand other pleaſing 
Signs ; there is form, as it were, a Furnace, 
in the which the Souls that love thus, melr 
themſelves together, and become but one 


Saul. 
RXVI. 


; Far from this 1s the friendſhip of the World 
by which a Man is aſhamed nor to be debauchr 
with a Friend that is ſo, and not to be quar- 
relſome and paiſionare with thoſe rhar rake pride. 
in being ſo; far from this Friendſhip thar [ 
commend, is thar- which carries us to commit 
a Crime, thar we may be complaiſant ro our 
Friends, and not anger them, by our too much 
diſcretion 
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diſcryrion and modeſty ; far froth this is the 
FriesAhip of Libertines that is eſtabliſhed in 
the ruine of Virtue, and on a ſhameful and 
Criminal Debauchery. 


XXVIL 


For my own part, I do not believe there 
can be any true Friendſhip, bur berween thoſe 
that are united by Charity ; they have the 
ſame Aims, the ſame -Ends, the ſame Morives, 
thar is it which makes St. Auguſtin ſay, That 
happy are they that love their Friend in God, 
and their Enemies for the love of God. 
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